
The First General Epistle of Peter 
 
Chapter 1 
 
1- Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the elect1 sojourners of those dispersed: of Pontus, of 
Galatia, of Cappadocia, of Asia, and of Bithynia. 
2- Grace and peace be multiplied to you through the foreknowledge2 of God the Father by 
sanctification3 of the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood4 of Jesus Christ.    

                                                       
1 The Greek word ‘eklektois’ (ἐκλεκτοῖς), which is translated as “elect,” refers to all of those who responded to the 
gospel and were part of the New Covenant and the family of God. John described the elect as those whom God had 
chosen and ordained (John 15:16). This same word is translated as “chosen” in 1 Peter 2:9 in the KJV. Peter will 
highlight how the election took place in the following verses, beginning with sanctification of the Spirit unto 
obedience. The first time that ‘eklektois’ occurs in the New Testament is in Matthew 22:14, where it is translated as 
“chosen,” in the Authorized Version. Of the 23 times that ‘eklektois’ occurs, it is translated as “elect” 16 times 
(Matthew 24:22, 24, 31, Mark 13:20, 22, 27, Luke 18:7, Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, 1 Timothy 5:21, 2 Timothy 
2:10, Titus 1:1, 1 Peter 1:2, 2:6, 2 John 1:1, 13) and as “chosen” 7 times (Matthew 20:16, 22:14, Mark 13:20, Luke 
23:35, Romans 16:13, 1 Peter 2:4, 9, Revelation 17:14). It also may be translated as “picked out,” “appointed,” or 
“selected.” 
2 It was the plan, or foreknowledge, of the Father that we should be chosen by being set apart, or sanctified, by the 
Spirit. (Jeremiah 1:5, Acts 20:32, 26:18, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 6:11, Romans 8:30, Galatians 1:15, 2 Thessalonians 
2:13, Jude 1:1) The foreknowledge of God in every case is about what God has planned. He planned salvation for 
anyone who would believe and respond to the call of grace (Isaiah 45:22, Mark 16:16, John 1:12, 3:15-16, 3:36, 
5:24, 6:40, 47, 11:26, 12:32, 46, Acts 2:21, 16:31, Romans 10:9-13, 1 Timothy 2:4, 4:10). That it is God’s will that 
all men be saved is certain, for, “He is not willing that anyone perish,” and, “the grace of God has appeared to all 
men” (Matthew 18:14, Luke 21:17-18, John 3:15-16, 10:28, 1 Corinthians 8:11, Titus 2:11, 1 Peter 1:23, 5:10, 2 
Peter 3:9).  

The Greek word ‘prognosis’ (πρόγνωσις) was used by the ancients as a medical term, which is still in use 
today. It may be defined as “a prediction about how a given situation will develop.” This word, which is derived 
from the compound word ‘pro-ginosko’ (προ – γινώσκω), may be literally translated as “know before.” It is only 
used twice in the New Testament – here, and in Acts 2:23. The tragedy of the misunderstanding of God’s 
foreknowledge cannot be said better than John Wesley said it so many years ago: “But the doctrine of predestination 
is entirely changed from what it formerly was. Now it implies neither faith, peace, nor purity. It is something that 
will do without them all. Faith is no longer, according to the modern predestinarian scheme, a divine “evidence of 
things not seen,” wrought in the soul by the immediate power of the Holy Ghost, not an evidence at all, but a mere 
notion. Neither is faith made any longer a means of holiness, but something that will do without it. Christ is no more 
a Savior from sin, but a defense, a countenancer of it. He is no more a fountain of spiritual life in the soul of 
believers, but leaves His elect inwardly dry, and outwardly unfruitful, and is made little more than a refuge from the 
image of the heavenly, even from righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
3 This verse communicates four essential things: 
1 – The foreknowledge of God the Father set forth salvation’s plan and the conditions. 
2 – We were made holy by the Spirit. 
3 – We are to obey the One Who sprinkled us with His blood. 
4 – Salvation is the cooperative work of the plan of Father God, the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, and the 
cleansing of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

While it is true that we were made holy by the Spirit, Jesus is also our sanctification, righteousness, and 
redemption (1 Corinthians 1:30). Even as men were consecrated by special acts of grace in the Old Covenant, all 
men are given the opportunity to be set apart today by the blood of Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit. There is an 
emphasis in the New Testament that sanctification is provided to us by the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:16, 1 Corinthians 
6:11, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 1 Peter 1:2). The Greek word ‘hagiasmo’ (ἁγιασμῷ) means “to be made holy.” 
Therefore, when we were born of the Holy Spirit, we received a holy spirit, and are those who are referred to as 
“holy ones” (saints), by God (Acts 9:32, Romans 8:27, 15:25, 16:15, 1 Corinthians 14:33, 16:1, 2 Corinthians 1:1, 
8:4, 9:1, 13:13, Ephesians 1:1, 15, 18, 2:19, 6:18, Philippians 1:1, 4:21-22, Colossians 1:2, 12, 26, 1 Thessalonians 
3:13, 2 Thessalonians 1:10, Hebrews 13:24, Jude 1:14, Revelation 5:8, 8:3-4, 11:18, 14:12). 



3- Blessed be the God and Father5 of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who according to His abundant 
mercy has begotten us again6 into a living expectation7 through Jesus Christ’s resurrection from 

                                                                                                                                                                               
This act of grace must result in obedience to what God has said in His Word – we were made holy so that 

we could learn the ways of holiness! When we were born of the Spirit, we were given a new heart and a new spirit, 
and our spirit was made one with the Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 11:19, Ezekiel 36:26-27, John 3:6, Romans 8:9, 1 
Corinthians 6:17, 12:13, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Ephesians 4:24). We are holy, because we received a divine nature 
when we were born of God and made a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 4:24, 2 Peter 
1:4, 1 John 3:9). Now that we are born of God and filled with His Spirit, the ways of God are no longer foreign to 
us, and we are able to agree with the Lord and walk in His ways. We are renewed in righteousness and true holiness 
and washed with the water of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:24, Colossians 3:10, Titus 
3:5). God wants us to believe what He has done for us and be renewed in the Spirit of our mind. He wants us to 
think differently about ourselves (Romans 12:2, Ephesians 4:23)! We are no longer sinners, but saints. Our bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Ghost, and we are endued with Christ (Romans 13:14, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 19-20, 2 
Corinthians 6:16, Galatians 3:27). Thus, sanctification is not a process, but it is an event. 
4 We were not only set apart to be obedient by the Holy Spirit, but we were also set apart to receive the application 
of the blood of Jesus Christ that gives us eternal life. During the time of the Law, when something was identified to 
be used for the purposes of God, it was set apart, and afterward it would be sprinkled with blood or processed by 
other ritual purification. When God had set apart the whole congregation of Israel to be His people, he had Moses 
sprinkle both the tablets of stone and the people (Exodus 24:6-8, Hebrews 9:19). The sprinkling of blood refers to 
the way that the blood is applied. The ritual purification of the sanctuary and the Holy of Holies was accomplished 
through a combination of sprinkling and daubing of blood (Exodus 29:12, 16, 20-21, Leviticus 1:5, 11, 4:6-7, 16-18, 
25, 30, 34, 16:14-15). 

The blood was revealed to do several things: 
1 – The blood protects against the judgment of God and protects the priest when he enters the Holy of Holies 
(Exodus 12:13, 22-23, Leviticus 16:3, 14-18). 
2 – The blood also purifies and makes holy (Exodus 29:20-21, Exodus 30:10, Leviticus 8:15, 30, 14:14, 25, 51, 
Ezekiel 43:20, Hebrews 9:13). 
3 – The blood imparts life, as in the example of the leper who was considered dead (Numbers 12:10-12). When the 
water and the blood were applied, he returned to life (Leviticus 14:6-7). 
4 – The blood was used as a detergent to purify, as exemplified by the etymological study of the word ‘kipper’(ִּכּפּור) 
(see notes on Leviticus 16). 
5 – The blood was used to make covenants, which in effect created a family relationship, and thus is called the 
“blood of the covenant” (Exodus 24:8, Zechariah 9:11, Matthew 26:28, 1 Corinthians 11:25, Hebrews 10:29). One 
of the ways that we can understand the Hebrew phrase ‘chatan damim’ (ים ־ ֲחַתן  of Exodus 4:25 is a “blood (ָּדִמ֛
kinsman.” Therefore, when Zipporah cut the foreskin of her son, YHWH became a blood kinsman. 
5 God the Father is both the God of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the Father of our Lord, Jesus (Romans 15:6, 2 
Corinthians 1:3, 11:31, Ephesians 1:3, Colossians 1:3, 1 Peter 1:3, Revelation 1:6).  Jesus also said the same thing 
when He sent the following message to Peter: “I ascend to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your 
God” (John 20:17). There are many distinctions made in the New Testament between the Son, Christ Jesus, and the 
Father, both before and after the resurrection from the dead. 
6 Through the Scripture, we come to know that we were begotten of God by the water, the Spirit, the Word, and the 
resurrection (John 3:5, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:3, 23). In Romans, we learn that as many as are baptized into the death of 
Jesus are also raised up together with Him to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4). Paul also tells us that if we are 
raised up with Christ, we are to seek those things that are above (Colossians 3:1). Paul also tells us in Ephesians of 
the exceedingly great power that was given to us when God raised Jesus from the dead (Ephesians 1:19-20). Also, to 
the Corinthians, he points out that without the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, we are dead in our sins (1 
Corinthians 15:17). 

The inward resurrection is equivalent to the new birth – the only difference is that it relates the new birth to 
the resurrection of Jesus. The spiritual and inward part of man was dead to (or cut off from) the things of God, but 
through the resurrection that is in Christ Jesus, we were made alive (Ephesians 2:5). Because of Adam’s sin, all men 
were made partakers of the same spiritual death. But because of the obedience of Christ, we have the opportunity to 
be partakers of His spiritual life through His resurrection. For even as we all died in Adam, as many as will believe 
are made alive through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead (Romans 5:12-21). In Ephesians 4:24, Paul 
refers to the inward resurrection as the new man that was created in righteousness and true holiness. All who will 



the dead 
4- into an inheritance – incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading – having been reserved in Heaven 
for you, 
5- who are kept by the power of God through faith8 in salvation9, ready to be revealed in the last 
time, 
6- in Whom you greatly rejoice – though now if need be, for a little while, you are distressed10 

                                                                                                                                                                               
receive the miracle of salvation partake of the resurrection of Christ Jesus, first inwardly, in which we become alive 
spiritually, and then physically, at the time that our bodies are raised up unto immortality (John 11:24-25, Romans 
6:5, 1 Corinthians 15:52-54). 
7 It is proper, as well as more meaningful, to translate ‘elpida’ (ἐλπίδα), which is the accusative feminine singular of 
‘elpis’ (ἐλπίς), as “expectation,” rather than “hope.” This Greek word translates ‘batach’ ָּבַטח( ) in the LXX, which 
means “trust,” or “confidence.” 
8 Faith was first demonstrated in the New Testament as confidence in what God can do (Matthew 8:8-10). It was 
found in many who came to Jesus for healing, those who were confident in what Jesus was capable of doing 
(Matthew 8:10, 15:28, Luke 8:48, 18:42). It was revealed by Jesus to be the source of supernatural authority to move 
mountains (Matthew 17:20, 21:21, Mark 11:23). It is supplied to us and taught to us by the Holy Spirit (Romans 
12:3, 1 Corinthians 12:7-11). 

Faith finds its ancient roots in the confidence and certainty that men had in the reliability of God (Genesis 
15:6, Habakkuk 2:4). God gives us the ability to be certain about who He is and what He has promised. Faith is the 
certainty and firmness in the faithfulness of God and the commitments that He has made because He is the God of 
truth. Faith knows that God is dependable and exhibits a faithfulness to God, which is captured by saying, “God is 
dependable and therefore I will be faithful to Him.” It is a reliance upon the One Who can be relied upon. It is 
faithfulness to the One Who is faithful. It is truth toward the One Who is truthful. All of these expressions are 
discovered in the Hebrew words that communicate the Old Testament concept of faith 
( ָאְמָנם, ֻאְמָנם, ֲאָמָנה, ֱאמּוָנה, ֵאֻמן, ָאָּמן, ָאֵמן, ֹאֶמן, ֱאֶמת ). “...faith is an assurance, a certainty, in contrast with modern concepts 
of faith as something possible, hopefully true, but not certain.” Scott, J. B. (1999). 116 ָאַמן. R. L. Harris, G. L. 
Archer Jr., & B. K. Waltke (Eds.), Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. 
9 The phrase ‘eis soterian’ (εἰς σωτηρίαν) may be translated as “unto salvation,” “into salvation,” or “in salvation.” 
The Greek preposition ‘eis’ (εἰς) is commonly translated as “in” or “into” throughout the New Testament. Salvation 
is something that the born again child of God has already received, which verses 5 and 9 both clearly testify to. If we 
were not already saved, then we certainly would not be “ready to be revealed,” which refers to our born again state. 
As soon as a person calls on the name of the Lord, Jesus, they are saved (John 1:12, Acts 2:21, 2:38, 16:31, Romans 
10:13)! 
10 All of us hate trials and adversity, but there can be nothing more important to the spiritual state of our souls than 
finding that glorious resting place of absolutely trusting God. We may look at some of the things that we go through 
and be overwhelmed, and somehow think that God was not there or did not care, but nothing can be further from the 
truth. What we must learn to do is to give thanks instead of asking why or in any way doubting His love for us 
(Ephesians 5:20, Philippians 4:6, 1 Thessalonians 5:18). Our heavenly Father has called us into an abundant life of 
joy unspeakable, and we must learn to walk in all the splendor of that life (John 10:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12, 1 
Peter 1:8). The things that are earthly and sensual – that would turn our hearts away from the relationship and grace 
that have been so abundantly lavished upon us – must be done away with (1 John 2:15-17)! 

We may not recognize it, but everything that is contrary to the nature and will of God actually steals our joy 
and robs us of the fullness of all that has been freely given to us. Therefore, in God’s lovingkindness and tender 
mercies, He allows us to go through things that result in conflicting interests being done away with. In this, our faith 
is made perfect and without mixture, so that it might be found unto praise, honor, and glory at His appearing (1 Peter 
1:7-8). We must recognize that any sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the glory that is 
to be revealed in us (Romans 8:18, 2 Corinthians 4:17). Our walk with God, and our access to Him by the Spirit, 
must be more important to us than all other earthly things. When it is, we will find a realm of glorious fellowship 
that will move us past all of the things that would turn our affections away from God. It is in this perfect love that 
we find the operation of perfect faith. Fear and torment cannot access us. Strife and divisions can no longer 
dominate us. Instead, we find a place of communion that captivates our soul and causes all our affections to be set 
on things above (Colossians 3:1-2, 2 Timothy 1:7, 1 John 4:18). Let all of our experiences result in an abundant 



by a great variety of trials – 
7- that the testing of your faith11, being much more precious than gold that perishes, even though 
it’s tried with fire12, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at Christ Jesus’s appearing, 
8- Whom having not seen13 you love, Whom though now you have not looked upon, yet 
believing you rejoice with joy unspeakable and clothed with splendor14, 
9- receiving15 the fulfillment16 of your faith: the salvation of your soul17. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
confidence in the faithfulness of God, Who has poured His love into us by the Holy Spirit (Deuteronomy 7:9, 
Romans 5:5)! 
11 Father gives us a measure of His faith, and it must be proved or assayed in our lives (Psalms 66:10, Proverbs 17:3, 
Jeremiah 17:10, Zechariah 13:9, 1 Thessalonians 2:4, James 1:3-4). The Greek word ‘dokimion’ (δοκίμιον), which 
means “testing,” refers to the testing that is necessary to determine the genuineness of something. If we are willing 
to go through the refining fires of the Spirit, God will perfect everything concerning our faith (Psalm 138:8). 
Jeremiah revealed that the Word of God is like a fire that burns up the chaff. He revealed that the chaff was the false 
words that had been spoken by the false prophets (Jeremiah 23:28, Matthew 3:12). These opinions of devils and men 
were withholding the fruit that the seed of God’s Word otherwise would have produced. The faith of God that has 
come to us by the Word of God must be purified from the mixtures of our own opinions, perceptions, and fears 
(Galatians 5:9). The Word of God teaches us how to walk in absolute love and trust towards the Father – yet there 
are many doubts and fears that we allow to affect our decisions. When God’s Word enters the earthen vessels of our 
lives, it must be tried within us, for those things that we may unknowingly mix with it must be removed. Therefore, 
Jesus, the shepherd and bishop of our souls, sits over us as a refiner and purifier of silver (Malachi 3:3, 1 Peter 2:25). 
God’s Word is pure, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times, and it must also be tried in us by the 
situations and circumstances that God allows to come against us (Psalms 12:6, 1 Corinthians 10:13). 
12 We understand from 1 Corinthians 3:13 that every man’s work shall be tried (or revealed) by fire. This 
examination will also partially take place at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10). 
13 There are two Greek words used in this verse: ‘eidon’ (εἶδον), and ‘horao’ (ὁράω). In Classical Greek, unlike 
Koine Greek, these are two unique words. ‘Eidon’ refers to “the act of seeing appearance, shape, or form.” ‘Horao,’ 
on the other hand, means “to see,” “to look,” or “to become visible.” In an attempt to capture what remains of their 
unique differences, ‘eidon’ was translated as “see” and ‘horao’ as “looked upon.” 
14 The dative form of ‘doxazo’ (δοξάζω), which means “glory,” is used here. The primary meaning of this Greek 
word is “to praise,” “to extol,” or “to magnify.” It may also be translated as “to clothe with splendor.” This word is 
derived from the Greek word ‘doxa’ (δόξα), which means “glory.” Although the form of the verb ‘dedoxasmene’ 
(δεδοξασμενη) is not used in the Greek Septuagint, it is probably represented by the Hebrew word ‘tiferet’ (ִּתפֶאֶרת), 
which means “ornament” or “splendor” (Exodus 28:2, Deuteronomy 26:19, 1 Chronicles 29:11). The most important 
point of all is that this is the witness and description of those who have received the faith and salvation that has been 
brought to us by our Lord’s resurrection from death. God wants our faces to shine with the splendor of His joy! 
When the people of Israel met with God, they were to rejoice with great joy (1 Kings 1:40, 1 Chronicles 29:9, 2 
Chronicles 30:26, Nehemiah 12:43). We have been so privileged by God that we are allowed to meet with Him all 
the time. His presence and the fellowship that we have with Him will produce this awesome joy (Psalm 16:11, Acts 
2:28, Jude 1:24). The joy of the Lord is an ornament of splendor and a light of His glory upon our heads (Isaiah 
60:1). If you lack joy at any time, then simply yield to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to cause the joy of the Lord to 
flow out of you like rivers of living water (John 7:37-38). 
15 In Classical Greek, the middle voice of ‘komizo’ (κομίζω) means to “shelter,” “entertain,” “get,” “gain,” 
“procure,” “keep,” “save,” “preserve,” “bring to,” “rescue,” or “recover.” However, in the New Testament, of the 10 
times it occurs, it appears 9 times in the middle voice, and the most sensible way to translate it is “to receive.” It 
occurs here in the present participle, making salvation what has been received, and is also being enjoyed as the 
fulfillment or completion of the faith. 
16 This is the first of four times that ‘telos’ (τέλος) is used in 1 Peter. In 1 Peter 3:8, it is translated as “finally,” and 
in 1 Peter 4:7 and 4:17, it is translated as “end.” The primary meaning of ‘telos’ is “end,” or “complete.” However, 
in the Langenscheidt Classical Greek Dictionary it is translated as “end,” “term,” “fulfillment,” “accomplishment,” 
“complete state,” “result,” “event,” “highest state,” “full power,” etc. Salvation of the soul is the result of calling 
upon the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ, and being born from above. Soul salvation is the fulfillment of the faith, 
and by the usage of ‘telos,’ may be understood as the “end,” or “completion” of the faith. The first time ‘telos’ is 
used in the New Testament, in Matthew 10:22, it must be translated as “end” (“…but the one enduring to the end 



10- Concerning this salvation, prophets searched out and inquired about the grace prophesied to 
you, 
11- searching into what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ within them made plain, 
testifying beforehand of the sufferings18 of Christ and the glory that would follow – 
12- to whom it was revealed that not unto themselves, but to you they minister the gospel, now 
announced19 to you by the Holy Spirit sent from Heaven, which the angels desire to look20 into. 
13- For this reason, gird up the loins of your mind21, being sober, completely relying22 on the 

                                                                                                                                                                               
shall be saved”). The “fulfillment of your faith” is the total regeneration of your soul, which takes place at the 
moment of salvation. 
17 When we behold the salvation that has been brought to us by Jesus Christ, our Lord, there can be no other 
response than joy and rejoicing that explodes into joy unspeakable and full of glory (1 Peter 1:8)! As we receive all 
that has been provided through this so great salvation, the floods of joy fill our souls by all those things that are now 
ours in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit will show us the path of life that we have been set upon, which has brought us into 
the presence of the Living God. There, we are overwhelmed with the fullness of joy and pleasures without end 
(Psalm 16:11). Many things in this world would try to snare us and take our eyes off of all that God has done for us 
in Christ Jesus, but if we refuse to have our affections placed anywhere else but in the heavenly realm, we will 
discover the secret to walking in fullness of joy (Matthew 6:20-21, 19:21, 2 Corinthians 5:2, Ephesians 1:3, 2:6, 
Colossians 3:1-2). The salvation that has been brought to us has provided us with a fellowship with God that 
transcends all earthly things. In this heavenly realm, we ask whatever we want in Jesus’ name, and the Father gives 
it to us (John 14:13, 15:7, 15:16, 16:23, 26). 

The Kingdom of God is expressed through our lives by the righteousness, joy, and peace that we are 
receiving as we walk in the salvation that we have been given (Romans 14:17). Through the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, we are filled with the rivers of life that supply love, joy, and peace, and through it we are given a super-
abundance of Holy Ghost confidence to be Heaven’s representatives (Matthew 10:19-20, Luke 12:12, John 7:38, 
Acts 1:8, 4:31, Romans 14:17, 15:13, 19, Ephesians 5:9). This is what faith is all about! Faith reveals Jesus in our 
lives. This is a salvation that demonstrates our citizenship in Heaven and the activity of God the Holy Spirit in our 
actions (Philippians 3:20). We are those who are alive from the dead, and while the whole world walks in darkness, 
the light of salvation is defined through our behavior (Romans 6:13, 1 John 1:6). Don’t let the things that all the 
Gentiles seek after steal your joy and peace. Keep your eyes set on Jesus and your affections and desires in the 
Kingdom (Matthew 6:31-33, Hebrews 12:1-2). If your affections are in Heaven, they will not be accessible by 
anything else! 
18As we read through the Old Testament, we discover that when the prophets of old spoke by the Holy Spirit, they 
spoke of the sufferings of Christ (Psalm 22:1-2, 6-8, 16-18, 41:9, 69:19-21, Isaiah 50:6, 52:14, 53:3-12, Daniel 9:26, 
Zechariah 12:10, 13:7). Indeed, when Paul ministered, it was the Scriptures of the Old Testament that he would turn 
to when he preached in the synagogues. He was able to present these Scriptures, proving how it was necessary that 
Jesus be put to death and then be raised from the dead (Acts 13:33-37, 17:3, 26:23, 1 Corinthians 15:4). In fact, there 
was not a sacrifice, a Sabbath, or a festival that did not proclaim the coming of the Lamb of God Who would take 
away the sins of the world, and through His blood redeem mankind. 
19 When men preach, it must be the voice and the announcement of the Holy Spirit, or it is nothing more than mere 
religion powered by human ability. The preaching of the gospel cannot be properly done except by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit speaking through men. The preaching of the gospel has been normalized by the schools and intellect of 
men, but if we are to preach the way that God intended us to minister, then one must be baptized in the Holy Spirt 
and speak by the supernatural operation of the Holy Spirit. Paul summed it up when he said, “My preaching was not 
with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and power of God” (1 Corinthians 2:4). 
Paul ministered by the operation of the gift of the Spirit – either by revelation, knowledge, prophecy, or doctrine (1 
Corinthians 14:6). 
20 The Greek word ‘parakupto’ (παρακύπτω) means “to stoop down,” or “to look at.” In John 20:11, in the 
Authorized Version, it is translated as “stooped down.” 
21 The Battlefield of the Mind 

We must gird up our thoughts and be ready to stand against three areas that will assault our thought-life and 
attempt to lead us away into captivity: 
1 – The first is the direct assault of Satan that comes at us as fiery darts (Ephesians 6:16). Even Jesus was tempted 
by Satan (Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1:13, Luke 4:2-13, Hebrews 4:15), but it was the Word of truth that broke the 



                                                                                                                                                                               
power of the satanic lie and cast down the unholy thoughts (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10, Luke 4:4, 8, 12, 2 Corinthians 10:4-
5). 
2 – The hearts of wicked men are also sources of every vile thing and wicked imagination (Genesis 6:5, Ecclesiastes 
8:11, 9:3, Jeremiah 7:24, 11:8, 17:9, 18:12, Matthew 12:35, 15:19, Mark 7:21, Luke 6:45). These things of men 
flood a modern society through many different sources. 
3 – Finally, there are the memories of the past that would be a temptation to us to yoke us once again with sin. God 
has made it possible for us to be strong in His strength, so that we may effectively deal with these unholy thoughts 
and find ourselves more than conquerors in every battle of the mind (Romans 8:37, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5, Galatians 
5:1, Ephesians 6:10). 

Our thought-life is of vital importance to us and to God. It is within our thoughts that those things that we 
will ultimately do begin to take shape, and it is here within our thoughts that we will encounter the lies and 
deceptions of Satan. The temptations that would come to pollute our purified souls begin as thoughts, whether they 
are audible suggestions or unheard imaginations. These diabolical deceptions that would try to infiltrate our pure 
minds must be cast down. It is here in our thoughts that the battles are won or lost. Therefore, it is essential for us to 
define for ourselves what things we are going to think on, and what things we are going to cast down (2 Corinthians 
10:5, Philippians 4:8). If we are not careful, the strongholds of the unredeemed life could take us back under their 
dominion, and we would lose the place of sweet communion and fellowship with God that He has given us with this 
new heart and mind (Jeremiah 31:33, Ezekiel 11:19, 36:26-27, 2 Corinthians 3:3, 6:16, Hebrews 8:10, 10:16). 

Our thought-life should be a sacred realm of conversation with the Lord. We should think on those things 
that pertain to life and godliness, and there be taught by God (2 Peter 1:3). The meditations of our heart should be 
holy and acceptable to our Lord (Psalm 19:14). Every thought that would grieve the Holy Spirit should also grieve 
us and be viewed as an imagination contrary to God and the new heart. Through the power of the Holy Ghost, we 
have been given divine power to bring into captivity everything contrary to the obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians 
10:15). However, if we hold on to unforgiveness, and do not cast it down by obedience to the love of God, it will 
take dominion over our thoughts, and we will not be able to bring it to an end. Out of that unforgiveness, every 
imagination that is a violation against relationship will continue to work and affect our conduct, until its power is 
broken through repentance. We will never be overtaken by these evil things if we will allow the love of Christ to 
rule our hearts and minds. These things contrary to His love will be a reproach to us and will never be allowed to 
work within our minds. Forgiveness and mercy will flow effortlessly from the soul of anyone whose mind is 
governed by the Word, and whose heart is continually filled with the love of God despite every reproach and 
violation against them. Likewise, if we regard lust and covetousness as anything other than an offense to God, and 
give them place within our thoughts, then these wicked devices will force themselves upon us and go unchecked by 
the power of God that resides within us. We have not been given this mighty power of God to merely mitigate what 
Satan would attempt to do through his treachery and deceit – but to demolish it! 

Satan will throw his darts of wickedness and deceit, and we must have a shield of faith to quench all his 
fiery thoughts (Ephesians 6:16). Satan wages a war against the saints to pollute and taint our thoughts with his 
unholy deeds (Ephesians 6:11, 1 Peter 2:11). He speaks out threats and slanders against God and His saints. He is 
the spirit that works in the children of disobedience, and his fabricated lies must be identified and cast down 
(Ephesians 2:2, Revelation 12:10). We must recognize that these are not our thoughts, but the thoughts of the wicked 
one. They must be renounced and sent away by the blood of Jesus, or else they will lead us into bondage and allow 
Satan to reconstruct his stronghold. Satan will attack us with these thoughts – either by a direct assault, or indirectly 
through the unredeemed. 

One of the indirect ways that Satan attacks us is through the unredeemed, whose hearts are wicked and are 
a direct link to the spirit of disobedience (Ephesians 2:2). Out of the heart of the unredeemed proceeds every evil 
thought and imagination (Matthew 12:35, 15:19, Mark 7:21-22, Luke 6:45). We must be careful not to be influenced 
by the opinions and wicked imaginations of the lost. It is our responsibility to refuse not only the counsel of the 
ungodly, but also all their influences. We must recognize the importance of not walking in their counsel or being 
influenced by their worldly lusts (Psalm 1:1, 1 John 2:16). Although they are the target of God’s affection, and we 
are sent by Him to reach the lost, we must take up the word of our testimony and the blood of the Lamb, or their 
influence could turn our hearts instead of the power of the gospel turning them (1 Corinthians 15:33, Revelation 
12:11). 

Another source of unholy thoughts is the memory of our past sins. Although all our sins are washed away, 
our memory can bring them back into our minds. Satan can entice us through the memory, and we must be ready to 
deal with these things the moment that they come. When these thoughts arise from past experiences, repent of the 
deeds that were done as though you are repenting for the first time. Command the thought and the memory of sin to 



grace being brought23 to you by the revelation of Jesus Christ 
14- as obedient children, not conforming to the former desires24 in your ignorance. 
15- But according to His holy calling, you shall also be holy in every behavior25, 

                                                                                                                                                                               
leave in Jesus’ name. Let the Word of God wash your mind, and in the fear of the Lord these things will go and 
never return, and if they do attempt to return, they will fly by so quickly that their influence will have no sting. If we 
submit ourselves to God, and resist the Devil, he will flee from us (James 4:7)! 

We must always make sure that our thoughts are the things described in the Word of God, which has been 
written on our hearts (2 Corinthians 3:3, Hebrews 8:10, 10:16). All other thoughts are from outside, and do not 
belong to our desires. Our thoughts that come forth from our hearts are those things that are taught to us by God, and 
all other thoughts must be renounced and sent away. God both speaks to and through the new heart that He has 
given to us, and we cannot allow a mixture. The new heart is the place where God dwells, and His thoughts and 
deeds should flow like rivers (Proverbs 4:23, Amos 5:24, John 7:38-39). It is His dwelling place, the sacred room of 
His holiness, and out of it flows His rich treasures of life. We now serve God with a pure heart, and through it we 
know Him and fellowship with Him (Deuteronomy 30:6, Ezekiel 36:26, Matthew 5:8, Colossians 2:11, Hebrews 
10:22). Out of this purified heart, we love the brothers with pure love, and our relationships are untainted by deceit 
and vile imaginations (1 Peter 1:22). At the core of all God’s desires and commands for us is His desire that we 
would do everything out of love, and thus fulfill all His commands. It is to “love out of a pure heart” that God 
commands, and it is this love that He has given us (Romans 5:5, 1 Timothy 1:5, 1 John 4:11). It is from the heart 
that we do those things that please Him, and so we must keep our hearts with all diligence (Proverbs 4:23). It is from 
the heart that we must forgive (Matthew 18:35). It is from the heart that we follow “righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace, with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22). It is from our hearts that our affections 
arise, and so let all your affections be for God. With a single eye of affection, let your whole body be filled with 
light (Matthew 6:22, Luke 11:33, 36). When darkness would come to attempt to lure your desires away, recognize 
the deception and the ploy of your enemy. Do not be enticed, but keep yourself in the love of God, obeying His 
commandments (John 14:15, 21, 15:10, James 1:14, Jude 1:21). These matters of the heart are of the utmost 
importance to God, and we must be consecrated to keeping our hearts with all diligence – for out of them proceed 
the issues of life (Proverbs 4:23). 
22 The Greek word ‘elpizo’ (ἐλπίζω) is primarily translated as “trust” in the Authorized Version. In Classical Greek, 
it may be translated as “to expect,” “to hope,” or “to think.” It is derived from the root word ‘elpis’ (ἐλπίς), which 
means “expectation,” or “hope.” The choice was made to use a synonym of trust to capture more of the overall color 
of this word. 
23 Because of the use of the passive present participle, “being brought,” this verse is indicative of the continual grace 
and provision given to the child of God to grow and mature, rather than of a single future event. It is the business of 
the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus, and certainly this revelation results in an increase in every dimension of faith that has 
been made available to us. 
24 The former desires are those desires that ruled our passions before the new birth. The former desires are inspired 
by the god of this world, the spirit that works in the children of disobedience (Ephesians 2:22). Satan attacks the 
children of God and attempts to impose his desires upon them. The satanic desire is expressed by all that is in the 
world: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life (1 John 2:16). However, the holy calling has not 
only called us to be totally separate from all these things but has empowered us with the desires of the Father (2 
Corinthians 6:17, 2 Timothy 1:9). As we yield to the Holy Spirit, the joy, and wellsprings of holiness flow out of us 
like rivers of living water (John 7:38). We find ourselves having only one desire: to please the Father. His ways 
become our ways, and His desires become our desires. In this realm of Holy Spirit inspiration, we are called to resist 
the Devil steadfastly in the faith, and not allow those former desires to have any place in our lives (1 Peter 5:9). 
25 Holiness is our whole way of life in God. Our hearts have been united with the heart of God through the miracle 
of the new birth. This is not holiness by the law or by human efforts, but true holiness that has come to us by the 
Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:24). Holiness is the fire of God that fell upon the acceptable sacrifice of a new creation by 
the spirit of holiness, the Holy Spirit. Holiness is the nature of God, the Spirit of Christ, and the proof of sonship 
(Romans 1:4, 8:14, 16, Galatians 4:6). The Heavenly Father is the God Who has always answered by fire (Leviticus 
9:24, 10:1-2, Numbers 16:35, 1 Kings 18:24, 38, 2 Kings 1:10, 12, 1 Chronicles 21:26, 2 Chronicles 7:1, Matthew 
3:11). His presence and His glory are as a consuming fire (Exodus 3:2, 14:24, Deuteronomy 4:12, 24, 33, 5:24, 26, 
9:10, 18:16, Ezekiel 1:27, Hebrews 12:29). When an offering was holy and acceptable to Him, He caused His fire to 
fall upon it, and it was consumed with His presence. The fire of God never fell upon an offering that was unclean or 
in any way unacceptable. When the fire of God fell on any person who was not acceptable to God, they were 
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destroyed (Leviticus 10:1-2, Numbers 16:35-38, 2 Kings 1:9-10). Through the blood of Jesus, we were washed from 
all our uncleanness and made an offering acceptable unto God. The spirit of holiness fell upon us and brought forth a 
new creation. The new creation becomes the offering that can instantly and continually be baptized in the Holy 
Ghost and fire through the ministry of Jesus. 

It is the life and presence of Jesus in our lives that produces the holiness that God requires. It is through 
living and walking in the Holy Spirit that righteousness and true holiness are realized (Luke 1:75, Romans 8:10, 2 
Corinthians 5:21, Galatians 5:5, 16, 25, Ephesians 4:24, 5:9, 1 Peter 2:24). We have been given all these wonderful 
riches as gifts – the gifts of holiness, righteousness, purity, virtue, love, peace, everything that belongs to life and 
godliness – they are ours through the Holy Spirit flowing out of our emotions, passions, and appetites like rivers 
(John 4:14, 7:38-39, Romans 5:17, 2 Peter 1:3). These things are not earned, nor are they of our own making. They 
are believed, received, and yielded to (Ephesians 2:8-9). Though the fleshly lusts of a demonic world war against the 
holiness of God, we will not be moved. We will have our fruits unto holiness, and the end thereof – everlasting life 
(Romans 6:22, 1 Peter 2:11). We have overcome the world, because the greater One, the Holy One, lives within (1 
John 4:4). We have come into the riches of God’s own goodness and will not capitulate to sin and the demon hordes 
of a satanic world. 

If we fail to believe the gospel and accept the gift and identity that God has given, then it will never be 
realized in our lives. We cannot continue to confess to have what the blood removed and what our death with Christ 
destroyed. If we go about trying to establish our own righteousness and holiness by some other means, then we will 
fail to receive the gift (Romans 10:3, Galatians 2:21, 5:4, Philippians 3:9). We must submit to the righteousness and 
holiness that God has given to us by His Spirit and made known through His Word. We cannot live by our own 
impressions and perceptions – they will lead us into error. Wisdom and insight come to us by the Word of God. The 
faith that produces the miracle of salvation and that works overcoming power in our lives comes by hearing the 
Word of God (Romans 10:17, 1 John 5:4). When we believe what God has done, the miracle takes place, and we are 
liberated to live the life of the redeemed – the abundant life – the life that is filled with all His fullness (John 
1:10:10, Romans 10:9-10, Ephesians 3:19, 4:13, Colossians 2:9-10). The sounds of Heaven will spring forth from 
those who will yield to His glorious work of grace! The shouts of the heavenly and of the redeemed will fill your 
heart with joy (Isaiah 51:11)! Oh, how beautiful is the joyful sound of the mighty rushing wind when those filled 
with His Spirit begin to pray and sing (Psalm 98:4, Acts 2:2-4, Ephesians 5:19)! The fire of holiness burns within 
His joy, His peace, and His righteousness. Come worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness and find all your 
conversation and behavior in Him (Psalm 96:9)! All the holiness of God was revealed in the conduct and character 
of Jesus, and we must forsake all other things and live in Him (Luke 14:33, Galatians 2:20, Philippians 3:8). 
26 Holiness is the nature and character of God, and God has empowered us to be holy too. Who is like the Lord, so 
glorious in holiness (Exodus 15:11)? He has made all His ministers round about Him holy, so that they may worship 
Him in the beauty of holiness and truth (1 Chronicles 16:29, 2 Chronicles 20:21, Psalm 29:2, 96:9, John 4:23). The 
Lord sits upon His throne of holiness, in the mountain of His holiness, and in His holiness all of His splendor and 
the majesty of His ways are revealed (Psalm 47:8, 48:1, 87:1, Isaiah 63:15). 

The gift of God has caused all the people of the Lord to be those who are holy, and given to holiness 
(Exodus 19:6, 28:36, 39:30, Deuteronomy 7:6, 14:2, Jeremiah 2:3, Luke 1:75, Romans 6:19, 22, Ephesians 4:24, 1 
Thessalonians 3:13, 2 Timothy 2:19, Hebrews 12:10, 1 Peter 2:9). Just as the Lord said, “Let there be light” and 
there was light, He has also created holiness for all who will receive (Genesis 1:3). The call to holiness is absolute in 
both the New Testament and the Old Testament (Leviticus 11:44, 19:2, 20:7, 26, Romans 12:1, 1 Corinthians 3:17, 2 
Corinthians 7:1, 2 Timothy 1:9, Hebrews 12:14). Everything that the Lord redeemed in both covenants became holy, 
and He demanded then and now that all people and things that belong to Him remain holy. God ordained from the 
very beginning that men should be holy and without blame before Him in love, and through His redemption He has 
forever established it (Ephesians 1:4, 5:27, 1 Thessalonians 3:13, Revelation 22:11). Father demands that we remain 
consecrated to His abundant life of righteousness and purity which He granted to us in the gift of salvation. 

The Father has washed away our filthiness with the blood of His only begotten Son, Jesus, and empowered 
us by His Holy Spirit to be exactly what He created us to be: holy, even as He is holy (Leviticus 11:44-45, 19:2, 
20:7, 1 Peter 1:16). It is important to remember that holiness is a gift that we have been given through the miracle of 
the new creation (Ephesians 4:24, Titus 3:5). We have holiness because He has empowered us to have His holiness 
through His indwelling presence (Romans 13:14, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 2 Corinthians 6:16, 13:5, Colossians 1:27,  2 
Timothy 1:14, 1 John 3:24, 4:4). We have holiness because we have the Holy Spirit, the spirit of holiness (Romans 
1:4). As we trust God to establish all that He has ordained, and as we walk in obedience to the Holy Spirit and 



17- And if you call on Father, Who without respect of persons judges according to everyone’s 
work27, pass the time of your sojourn in fear, 
18- knowing that you were not redeemed from your vain behavior with corruptible things, such 
as silver and gold handed down by your fathers, 
19- but with the precious blood of Christ, as a blameless and spotless lamb, 
20- having been foreordained before the overthrow28 of the world, but manifested at this last time 

                                                                                                                                                                               
remain willing to be led and taught by Him, His holiness is ours. The Holy Spirit will teach us, lead us, and guide us 
into all the ways of the holiness of God – all we must do is follow (1 John 2:27). 
27 The fact that every person is going to be held accountable for the deeds that are done in their body is certain (Job 
34:11, Psalm 62:12, Proverbs 24:12, Ecclesiastes 12:14, Jeremiah 17:10, Romans 2:5-6, 2 Corinthians 5:10, 
Revelation 2:23, 20:12, 22:12). We are not saved by any works of righteousness that we have done (Romans 3:27, 
9:32, Galatians 2:16, 3:2, 5, 5:6, Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5). However, it is equally true that our deeds are to reflect 
those of the Father (Matthew 5:16, Romans 2:10, 13:3, 2 Corinthians 9:8, Ephesians 2:10, 4:1, Colossians 1:10, 1 
Thessalonians 2:12, 2 Thessalonians 2:17, 2 Timothy 2:21, 3:17, Titus 2:14, 3:1, 8, 14, Hebrews 10:24, James 3:13, 
1 Peter 2:12). All of Father’s works are holy, and He expects that by the working of the Holy Spirit in us that all our 
works are to be holy too (Leviticus 11:44, 19:2, 20:7, 1 Peter 1:16). The reality that our works are a manifestation of 
who we are is set forth as a fundamental witness to whether we are born of God (1 John 3:9-10). The Greek word for 
“work” is ‘ergon’ (ἔργον), and it is found 760 times in the New Testament and is used by Paul as a testimony and 
proof of salvation more than by anyone else. 

Judgment Day is coming, and I am afraid that very few people are ready. Some say, “Jesus has already 
borne my judgment, so I do not have to give an account,” but this is not true (Job 34:11, Psalm 62:12, Proverbs 
24:12, Ecclesiastes 12:14, Jeremiah 17:10, Matthew 12:36, Romans 2:6, 14:12, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Hebrews 4:13, 1 
Peter 4:5, Revelation 2:23, 22:12). Jesus did bear our judgment to free us from all the sin and death that controlled 
our lives (Romans 6:1, 11-14). However, we are now to live worthy of the calling and recognize that God rules our 
life, not sin (Ephesians 4:1, Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 2:12, 2 Timothy 2:21, Titus 2:11-12). If we are 
obedient subjects under God’s rule, then we will walk in righteousness. Yet if we sin and disgrace the name of the 
Lord, and do not turn from our evil, we will die (Hebrews 6:4-6, 10:29, 12:25, 2 Peter 2:20-21). 
28 In Classical Greek, one of the ways that ‘katabole’ (καταβολή) may be translated as is “attack.” The Greek word 
‘katabole’ is derived from the Greek verb ‘kataballo’ (καταβάλλω), which means “to cast down.” The verb 
‘kataballo’ is a compound word formed from ‘kata’ (κατά), and ‘ballo’ (βάλλω), which may literally be translated as 
“after cast away.” There was an event that brought man to ruin – the overthrow of man’s relationship with God – 
which was effectively the casting away of man from God and His garden (Genesis 3:23-24). When Adam and Eve 
sinned against God, they went from the realms of life and light into the realm of death and darkness. This was the 
event when sin entered the world of men, and death by sin – this was indeed a cataclysmic event (Romans 5:12)! In 
Revelation 17:8, this event is put into perspective by the use of ‘katabole’ (καταβολή) which marks the time period 
that names began to be written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. The recording of those who would trust in the Lamb as 
their redeemer began at the ‘katabole,’ and in Revelation chapter 17 the time period is coming to a conclusion. 
Those whose names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life are those who from the beginning of this time-period 
refused to put their faith in the Lamb that takes away the sin of the world. Thus, the ‘katabole’ marks the time-point 
when it became necessary for man to be redeemed. It was at this point that the blood of the prophets began to be 
spilled, which is testified to by Jesus, starting the record of the martyred prophets at Abel (Matthew 23:35, Luke 
11:50-51). In Revelation 13:8, ‘katabole’ is used to mark the time-point when the Lamb was slain. We know that 
Abel offered the sacrifice of faith in the coming Redeemer when he offered up the first fruits of his flock (Genesis 
4:4, Hebrews 11:4). We also know through the testimony of Jesus that Abel was actually prophesying of the coming 
Redeemer, and thus is numbered among the prophets who have been slain since the ‘katabole’ (Matthew 23:25, 
Luke 11:50-51). We know that Abraham was able to look across time through faith in the offering of the sacrificial 
lambs and see the day when God would offer His only begotten Son for our sins at Calvary (Genesis 22:8, John 
8:56). Also, Job, in the midst of his suffering and rejection, was able to see the day when his Redeemer would come, 
suffer, and be rejected, saying, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and shall stand upon the Earth in the last day” (Job 
19:25). 

The event of Passover was another testimony of the Lamb being slain to deliver man from the dark 
bondage of sin and imprisonment to death (Exodus 12:3, 7, 13). This is verified by the fact that when Jesus, our 
Redeemer and Lamb, finally did come, it was Passover that exemplified who He was and what He was doing for 



for you, 
21- who through Him have their faith in God, Who raised Him up from the dead and gave Him 
glory, so that your faith and confidence can be in God. 
22- Having purified your souls by obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love, love one another 
fervently from a pure heart29, 
23- having been begotten again, not from a corruptible seed, but an imperishable one, through 
the living and abiding Word30 of God, 

                                                                                                                                                                               
mankind. Jesus became the whole world’s Passover lamb when on the night before the Passover, He took the bread 
and the cup and declared that the emblems of Passover would now be the emblems of the New Covenant, for He 
would be sacrificed for man the next day at the time of the slaying of the Passover Lamb (Matthew 26:2, 26-29, 
Mark 14:1, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:14-20, John 13:1, 19:14, 1 Corinthians 5:7). Once again, in both Hebrews 4:3 
and 9:26, ‘katabole’ is used to mark the event in time when it became necessary for the Lamb to be slain for the sin 
of man. Although many lambs that testified of the Lamb Christ Jesus had been slain since the ‘katabole,’ it was 
Jesus, the true Lamb, Who was slain once at the end of the world (Galatians 4:4-5, Hebrews 9:26). There is no doubt 
that the connection of ‘katabole’ and the need to be redeemed finds its focal point in Adam and Eve’s overthrow. At 
that very moment in time, God promised that He would bring a Redeemer, when He said that the seed of the woman 
would come forth to crush the head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15). The seed of the woman would destroy the serpent 
that had bitten man with the poison of his lies. There would be no other remedy for man but a redeemer. It was at 
that time that God made coats of skin for them and clothed them with the promise of the Lamb (Genesis 3:21, 22:8).  

Finally, it must be pointed out emphatically that the ‘katabole’ does not mark God’s beginning, nor the 
beginning of mankind, for Jesus existed as the Eternal Word before the ‘katabole.’ However, at the time of the 
‘katabole,’ it became essential that the Lamb be slain for the sin of the world. The fact that Jesus existed before the 
‘katabole’ is certain, for when He prayed in John 17:24, He asked the Father to glorify Him with the glory that He 
had before the ‘katabole.’ It is certain that ‘katabole’ is a word used to mark the event in time in which it became 
necessary for man to be redeemed. It is a word that is found 11 times in the New Testament and is used in terms of 
man’s redemption in every case except for one (Hebrews 11:11). 
29 Our Savior and our God has given us the blessed privilege of having relationships that flow from purity and truth 
(Matthew 5:8, Acts 15:9, 2 Corinthians 6:6, Philippians 4:8, 1 Timothy 1:5, 4:12, 5:22, 2 Timothy 2:22, 1 Peter 
1:22, 1 John 3:3). Even more, He commands that we have them (Matthew 22:39-40, Mark 12:31, John 13:34, 15:12, 
17, Romans 13:9, 1 Peter 2:17, 3:8, 1 John 3:11, 23, 4:21, 2 John 1:5). These relationships are to last forever. He 
gave us purity of soul and heart, so that the purity of His love might flow through us to everyone we touch. 
Redemption through the blood of Jesus Christ has resulted in our souls and hearts being purified. The soul represents 
the entirety of a person’s life, and it is the heart that represents the source of all things that are created in that life 
(Proverbs 4:23, Luke 6:45). It is from the heart and the innermost being that the rivers of God’s love flow (John 
7:38). His love is to then be expressed through every action of our soul. 

We learn to enjoy these kinds of relationships with the Father, the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and one 
another. It is the Holy Spirit Who teaches us how to have this kind of relationship. It was Jesus Who modeled for us 
how these kinds of relationships work, and it is our responsibility to commit ourselves now and forever to having 
them (John 13:35, 15:13, Romans 5:8, 12:9-10, 13:8-10, 2 Corinthians 13:11, Galatians 5:13-14, Ephesians 4:2, 16, 
5:1-2, 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 4:9, 1 John 4:7-8, 11, 5:1). 
30 The Lord has not only begotten us of the Spirit, but also of the Word. The Word of God is living and powerful – it 
is spirit and life (John 6:63, Hebrews 4:12). All things were created by the Word of God, and it is through the same 
Word that we have been created anew (John 1:1, 3). Being begotten of the Word of truth has resulted in us becoming 
children of the truth. God’s Word is like an incorruptible seed that produces new creatures that are of the truth 
(Matthew 13:23, 1 Peter 1:23). Through the new birth, the laws of God are written on our hearts. Out of the new 
nature, the truth of His divine ways is established in our lives (Jeremiah 31:33, Ezekiel 11:19-20, 36:26-27, 2 
Corinthians 3:3, Hebrews 12:11). 

The same Word of truth that describes the ways of God produces a nature that manifests His Word in our 
soul and spirit. Through the Word of truth, our lives bring forth the peaceable fruits of righteousness (Hebrews 
12:11). The central theme of the glorious gospel is that the Word of life, Christ Jesus, was made flesh, and by His 
reconciling work He has brought many sons unto glory (John 1:14, Hebrews 2:10). Jesus said to His disciples, “Now 
you are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you” (John 15:3). The Word that declares redemption and 
produces faith in the hearts of those who will hear brings forth the miracles of cleansing and regeneration. God has 



24- because, “All flesh is as grass and all of the glory as the flower of grass. The grass dries up, 
and the flower fades away31, 
25- but the Word of the Lord remains unto eternity – and this is the Word32 that has been 
proclaimed to you. 
 
Chapter 2 
 
1- Therefore, lay aside all evil, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking. 
2- As newborn babes, long for the genuine milk of the Word33 that you may grow34 by it35 – 

                                                                                                                                                                               
sanctified us and cleansed us by the washing of the water of the Word so that we might be a holy community who 
fully represent everything that He is (Ephesians 1:22-23, 5:26-27). 
31 We can live our lives like grass and like the flowers if we choose, but everything that we are and all that we have 
done will only decay, die, and be remembered no more (Galatians 6:7-8, James 1:10-11). However, if we are willing 
to be born of the Word of God, we will be a part of what is incorruptible (1 Corinthians 9:25, 15:52, 1 Peter 1:4). 
The things that we do in obedience to the Word of God will last forever, and we will reap the benefits of an obedient 
life now and throughout eternity (1 John 2:17). We will not be a fading and withering flower, but a bright and 
shining light that grows brighter with each passing day (Psalm 1:3, Proverbs 4:18, Isaiah 62:1, Daniel 12:3, Matthew 
5:14, 13:43, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Philippians 2:15). Even though our outward man perishes, our inner man will take 
on new vitality each day (2 Corinthians 4:16). In fact, when we walk in obedience to the Lord, our youth is renewed, 
and our lives become a witness to the blessings and glory of the life of God (Joshua 14:10-11, Psalm 103:5, Isaiah 
40:31). The choice is ours – we can walk in the ways of men and live our lives like grass and like the flowers, or we 
can live by the Word of God and participate in the ever-renewing and eternal Word that lasts forever. 
32 There are two words used in the Greek language for “word”: ‘logos’ (λόγος) and ‘rhema’ (ῥῆμα). However, these 
two words are translated by one Hebrew word, ‘dabar’ (ָּדָבר), many times, especially when the Word of the Lord is 
being referred to. A classic example of this is in Exodus 19:6-9, where we find ‘dabar’ translated as ‘rhema’ twice 
and ‘logos’ twice. This synonymous interchange between the Greek words ‘rhema’ and ‘logos’ is further 
emphasized in 1 Kings 12:24, where the expression “the Word of the Lord” is found twice, and is translated using 
‘rhema’ and then ‘logos.’ This interchangeability is observed many times throughout the Bible, leaving us little 
doubt that there isn’t any difference between the two. One interesting thing to note is that the expression “Word of 
the Lord” in the five books of Moses exclusively uses ‘rhema,’ from Genesis 15:1 to Deuteronomy 34:5. Peter also 
uses these two words somewhat interchangeably, having said that we are born of the ‘logos’ in verse 23, and then 
describes that ‘logos’ of which we were born to be the ‘rhema’ that endures forever. This same revelation that God’s 
Word is eternal is found in Isaiah 40:8. Jesus said, “Heaven and Earth shall pass away, but My Words (‘logos’) will 
not pass away” (Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33). The psalmist said that God’s Word is forever settled in 
Heaven, and that He has exalted it above His own name (Psalm 119:89, 138:2). Jesus said that it was the words that 
He had spoken that would judge men in the last day (John 12:48). The Word of God reveals to us the will of God, 
which is unchanging. The Word of God is the living, revealing, life-giving, faith-imparting, supernatural, and 
creative power of God at work on the inside of those who will believe. 
33 To cooperate with God, we must know His will. His will is expressed to us by His Word. However, if our hearts 
are hard and callous against God, then we cannot be subject to His Word. The unredeemed person has a stony and 
callous heart, which is described by the prophet Ezekiel, when he announced what God would do to change the 
heart: “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart 
out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them” (Ezekiel 36:26-27). When a person is born of the Spirit 
and of the Word, they receive a new heart that is sensitive and yielded to God (Deuteronomy 30:6, Jeremiah 31:33, 
Ezekiel 11:19, Romans 6:17-18, Colossians 2:11, Hebrews 8:10, 10:16). God writes His Word on these fleshly 
tables of our heart so that we may know them, be inspired by them, and be sensitive to them (2 Corinthians 3:3). It is 
His Word that builds us up and give us an inheritance among all the saints (Acts 20:32). It is His Word that 
strengthens, quickens, and causes us to grow (1 Thessalonians 2:13, 2 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 4:12). We must 
recognize that sin hardens the heart and makes it hard against the Word of God (Psalm 66:18, Matthew 24:12, 
Hebrews 3:13). However, through an obedient and submissive heart to the Holy Spirit, we are able to lay aside all of 
those things that oppose us. Through a new and sensitive heart towards God, we are able to receive the fresh 
nourishment of the Word that causes us to grow and mature. 



3- if you have come to know that the Lord is gracious – 
4- to Whom we draw near, a living stone, rejected by man, but according to God: elect, precious. 
5- We also as living stones36 are built up37 into a spiritual house38 – a holy priesthood, lifting up 

                                                                                                                                                                               
34 When we were born of the Spirit, we were not born as fully mature children of God. As newborn babies, we 
desired the pure Word of God, so that we could grow (1 Peter 2:2). As children of God, we are to grow into the 
fullness of the measure of the maturity of the ministry of Christ Jesus (Ephesians 4:13). If we are to grow and 
mature, then we must engage with what the Word of God commands us to do. We must begin to move in faith, 
which dictates us to function in a realm of impossibility (Matthew 17:20, 19:26, 21:21, Mark 10:27, Luke 1:37, 
Luke 18:27). We must lay hands on the sick and command devils to go (Matthew 10:1, 8, Mark 3:14-15, 6:13, 
16:17-18, Acts 5:16, 8:7). If we fail to see the results that the Word of God describes, then we do not back down, but 
press on to higher ground (Philippians 3:13-14, Hebrews 10:38). There is a realm of the Holy Ghost that we are 
commanded to function in. We must contend for this realm of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 14:1, Hebrews 11:6, 2 Peter 
1:5-10, 3:14, Jude 1:3). We must not allow ourselves to be discouraged or faint of heart. We must move into our 
inheritance, no matter what obstacles or opposing forces we may encounter (Deuteronomy 31:6-8, Joshua 1:6-9, 
10:25, 1 Chronicles 22:13, 28:20, 2 Chronicles 20:15, 20:17, 32:7, Psalm 31:24, Isaiah 41:10, Jeremiah 46:27, 
Romans 8:18, 1 Corinthians 16:13, Galatians 6:9). 

Many people stand by, wanting God to work a miracle. They do not realize that this work has been 
entrusted to the Church (Acts 1:8, 2:43, 4:16, 33, 5:12, 6:8, 8:6, 13, 14:3, 15:12, 19:11, Romans 15:19, 1 Corinthians 
12:10, 28, 2 Corinthians 12:12). We must lay hold of the authority to do these works and greater works (John 
14:12). A little anointing is not enough. We must increase more and more, until the fullness of Jesus is revealed. I 
watch so many people become discouraged because a prayer that they prayed wasn’t answered or a miracle that they 
believed for was not accomplished. Instead of discouragement, each one of us should be determined to lay hold of 
those things that God has made available. How can we believe, and then back down from our pursuit of the fullness 
of God that has been poured out through the Holy Ghost? Did we do that in school when our efforts returned a poor 
grade? No – we stepped up to a greater commitment to understand and to do that which was required. If we will 
make the Word of life our reason for living, and not back down from those things which God has said, then we will 
mature into everything it describes. We must not alter the Word. This will result in us only having the things which 
we've made up, instead of the full maturity of the sons of God that Christ Jesus purchased for us at Calvary (Romans 
8:29, Galatians 4:7, Ephesians 4:13, 1 John 2:13-14). 
35 This is another example of why it is so important to make the correct choice of manuscript when translating the 
Word. In most manuscripts, this verse reads ‘ina en auto auxethete’ (ἵνα ἐν αὐτῷ αὐξηθῆτε), which may be 
translated as, “that by it you may grow,” or “that in it you may grow.” A few variant texts add the phrase “eis 
soterian” (εἰς σωτηρίαν), which means “into salvation.” This addition causes this phrase to read, “that by it you may 
grow into salvation,” thus radically changing the meaning of the verse. This phrase was not added by scholars as a 
pure and honest investigation. There is a demonic influence present to lead the reader away from the finished work 
of salvation. 
 
36As Christ is, so are we in this world (John 17:18, 20:21, 1 John 4:17). He is a living stone. Because we are in Him 
and live by Him, we are also living stones. He is a lamb, so we are lambs. He is the Son, so we are sons. He is the 
priest, so we are priests. He is the king, so we are kings. He is the heir, so we are joint heirs (John 1:12, 10:27, 
Romans 8:14, 17, 29, Hebrews 2:10, 1 Peter 2:9, 1 John 3:1, Revelation 1:6). 
37 The Greek verb ‘oikodomeo’ (οἰκοδομέω) is used 40 times in the New Testament. It is the same verb used by 
Jesus in Matthew 16:18, when He tells Peter, “I will build my Church on this rock.” Peter certainly came to 
understand that this metaphor was not to be applied in terms of himself, but first in Christ Jesus the living stone, and 
then to all the redeemed. Paul used this same metaphor in Ephesians 2:20. Here, he includes the apostles and 
prophets as part of the foundation, alongside Jesus, Who is the chief cornerstone. 
38Peter does not use the word ‘church’ in either of his Epistles. Instead, he refers to the Church as “a spiritual house” 
and “the people of God” (2:5, 10). Peter refers to those in the Church as a royal priesthood and a holy nation (1 Peter 
2:9). Just as it takes many members to be a body, it takes many stones to be a house. God has ordained for individual 
believers go beyond their individualism and find unity. This unity will result from a place in which spiritual 
sacrifices may be offered that are acceptable to God. In the first covenant, God established a place of worship, a 
priesthood, and the proper protocol for worship. Through Christ Jesus, we are made to be those who worship God in 
the Spirit (John 4:23-24). We are empowered to show forth His glory and announce the excellencies of the One Who 
has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light (Philippians 3:3, 1 Peter 2:10). The Church is the assembly of 



spiritual sacrifices39 – acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
God’s people, who worship in the Spirit and fellowship in the unity of the Spirit – a spiritual house where God is 
praised. 
39 The Church must be a spiritual house. Otherwise, it is not of God. The Church is to be a house of joy and prayer 
(Psalm 42:4, Psalm 122:1, Isaiah 56:7, Matthew 21:13, Mark 11:17, Luke 19:46). The only way that church can 
truly exist is through God's people submitting to the operations and administration of the Holy Spirit. When the 
Spirit of truth is in charge, a spiritual house will be miraculously created. God's people must submit to the leadership 
of the Holy Spirit and allow Him to build a spiritual house in the context of each assembly. Each person must submit 
themselves to the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to set them in their proper place within the context of each meeting. 
The Holy Spirit individually divides to each person as He chooses, and when He does this, the spiritual house begins 
to function (1 Corinthians 12:11-13). The spiritual house is an assembly of those joying and rejoicing under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Having been baptized in the fire of God's presence, they begin to outshine the sun as 
the light of the world (Matthew 5:14)!  

As the body of Christ and the habitation of the Lord, our lives become like living stones set in the building 
of God. The Holy Spirit arranges our lives around Jesus Christ, the cornerstone, and we become something far 
greater than we can be on an individual basis. We become the Church. The stones in a building only serve the 
purpose of coming together that the building may exist. As such, their individualism, while noted, is lost in the 
splendor of the building itself. This too is the case with our lives. The Church is an entirely supernatural working of 
the grace of God, governed by the Holy Spirit, having one purpose – to reveal Jesus Christ. Gatherings that are 
merely the activities of men or of individual worth cannot claim to be the Church, for the Church is the activity of 
Christ, the fullness of God (1 Corinthians 12:7-11, 28-31, Ephesians 1:22-23). 

Our greatest concern should be ensuring that we do not participate in a carnal house and call it church. The 
contrast between a spiritual house and a carnal house is the same as the contrast between being spiritually minded 
and being carnally minded, as stated by Paul in Romans 8:6. The people in a carnal house would act with the same 
carnality as those whom Paul addressed in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3. Such a house would not be governed by the Holy 
Spirit, but by man. Instead of signs, wonders, and miracles, there would be man-made programs and human ability. 
The Holy Spirit would not be at work revealing Jesus, but men would be at work revealing man. There would be no 
real representation of a resurrected Jesus, or of the Kingdom of God. Our hearts must be stirred so that our faith is 
not found in men but is a work of grace produced by the demonstration of the Spirit and the power of God (1 
Corinthians 2:4-5, 4:19-20, 2 Corinthians 4:7, 1 Thessalonians 1:5). We must share in God's holy zeal for His 
Church. When we look at Jesus’ zeal for His Father’s house of prayer, we can be certain about how He feels about 
His Church. He was filled with a holy indignation, made a whip, and drove out those who had turned His Father's 
house into a place of merchandise (Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-17, Luke 19:45-46, John 2:13-17). 

Within a spiritual house, spiritual sacrifices are offered up through us by the Holy Spirit. The Father desires 
for us to worship in Spirit and truth, so He filled us with His Spirit and caused His fire to fall upon our lives 
(Matthew 3:11, Luke 3:16, John 4:23-24, Acts 2:1-4). Through Him, we have been made the carriers of His glory 
and presence. We have become the temple of the Holy Spirit, in whom God now lives and walks. As His temples, 
God takes us and makes us living stones to be set in place around Jesus in His glorious house of praise (1 
Corinthians 3:16-17, 6:19, 2 Corinthians 6:16). The offerings that we bring to God are not of human origin, but of 
His Spirit, Who dwells in us. A carnal offering will not do. Carnal services are a thing of the past, and belong to 
those under the law, who are void of such a glorious administration (Hebrews 9:9-10). Spiritual sacrifices are 
defined by everything that the Holy Spirit inspires us to do.  He gives us a true heart and a river of life, so that we 
are able to offer up the sacrifice of praise (Psalm 27:6, 54:6, Jeremiah 17:26, 33:11, Hebrews 13:15). Our prayers 
that are inspired by the Holy Spirit are like an incense rising before Him (Acts 10:4, Revelation 5:8, 8:3-4).  
Having a broken spirit and a broken and contrite heart does not mean that you have a sorrowful and grieving heart. 
Rather, it is a yielded and submitted disposition before the Lord that is united with the Holy Ghost (Psalm 51:17, 
Matthew 5:5, 11:29, 2 Corinthians 10:1, Galatians 5:23, Ephesians 4:2, Philippians 2:5-8, Colossians 3:12). In the 
same way, a sacrifice is an offering of praise, not a sorrowful heart full of regret. We joyfully offer up the fruits of 
the Spirit in the house of the Lord (Romans 14:17, Ephesians 5:9, Galatians 5:9). God's house of joy is full of 
thankfulness, joyfulness, and His abundant life (Psalm 122:1). Our place of joy and rejoicing cannot be overstated. It 
is both a demand from the Father and a work of the Spirit. This is emphasized by the frequency in which these 
things are referred to in the Bible:  

- “Thanks” is referred to 415 times. 
- “Rejoice” is referred to 706 times. 



6- For this reason, it is underscored in the scripture40, “Behold, I lay in Zion a cornerstone – 
chosen, precious – and those who believe on Him shall not be ashamed.” 
7- Therefore, for those who believe, He is priceless, but to the unbelieving: the stone rejected by 
the builders – the same has become the head of the corner41, 
8- and a stumbling stone and a rock of scandal42 for those who, because of unbelief, stumble at 
the Word even as they were appointed43. 
9- But you are an elect family44, a royal priesthood, a holy nation45, a people for a treasured 

                                                                                                                                                                               
- “Joy” is referred to 719 times. 
- “Happy” is referred to 193 times. 
- “Bless the Lord” is referred to 1,453 times. 
- “Singing” is referred to 538 times. 
- “Shout” is referred to 546 times. 
- “Praise” is referred to 1,203 times. 

In total, these things are referred to in the Bible 5,773 times. A spiritual house is one that functions under and is 
governed by the Holy Spirit. Spiritual sacrifices are those things which the Holy Spirit produces in the hearts of the 
redeemed. 
40 This statement is quoting Isaiah 28:16, “Therefore, this is what my Lord YHWH says, ‘Behold I have laid in Zion 
a foundation stone, a proven stone, a precious cornerstone, a secure foundation: the believing shall not panic.’” The 
fragment of this verse that is quoted points to Jesus Christ as the One Who came to fulfill what Father promised 
through His prophet, Isaiah. The context of Isaiah 28 is that everyone will be measured by the cornerstone. If anyone 
fails to measure up to this chosen and proven cornerstone, then they shall be thrown away. The measuring line is 
justice, and the leveling rod (plummet line) is righteousness (Isaiah 28:17). Those who meet the standards and 
qualifications of the cornerstone are living stones in the spiritual house, placed into the building by the Holy Spirit. 
We were made into these living stones through the miracle of the new birth in Christ Jesus. There is no one that God 
will reject if they come to Him by Christ Jesus (John 6:37). Through the grace of God in Christ Jesus, we are able to 
grow and mature into every attribute of His holy nature (Ephesians 2:21, 4:15, 1 Peter 2:2, 2 Peter 3:18). Jesus, Who 
is the author and finisher of our faith, perfects everything that concerns us (Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 12:2). All we 
need to do is stay yielded to Him, and the Holy Spirit will train us in the ways of the divine nature (John 14:26, 
16:13, Romans 6:13, 19, 1 John 2:27). If we trust in Him, no matter what shortcomings there are, we will discover 
that we will never be ashamed, because He is always there to show His love and mercy (Psalm 25:2-6). As we walk 
out a relationship of hungering and thirsting after righteousness, we will find ourselves prepared by the Master unto 
every good work (Matthew 5:6, 2 Timothy 2:21, Hebrews 13:21). God's standard is high, but His mercy is great! 
41 This verse is reference to Psalm 118:22. Jesus applies this same scripture to Himself in Matthew 21:42, Mark 
12:10, and Luke 20:17. Finally, Peter quotes this in his defense against the rulers and elders of Israel (Acts 4:11). 
42 This is quoted in part from Isaiah 8:14, which declares that YHWH will be “a sanctuary, and a stumbling stone 
and rock of stumbling…” God is a sanctuary for those who believe, but a stumbling stone for those who are 
unbelieving. 
43 A.T. Robertson points to the same idiom that is used in 1 Peter 2:7. He also quotes Bigg’s comment regarding this 
passage – “Their disobedience is not ordained. The penalty of their disobedience is.” Thus, the penalty for unbelief 
is being confused and stumbling through the Word. The intellectual stumbles at the Word, because he cannot accept 
that the creation of man took place 5,767 years ago. The Jews stumble at the Word, Christ Jesus, because they 
cannot accept the idea of the plurality of One God. The idea that YHWH had a Son, Who has eternally existed as the 
Word, causes their rabbis to rend their clothes and scream “Blasphemy!”  

The Greek word ‘tithemi’ (τίθημι) is primarily translated as “lay” by the Authorized Version. However, it 
primarily means to “put,” “place,” or “lay.” 
44 Here, Peter is referring to the family of God, born of the Spirit as described in 1 Peter 1:23. The Greek phrase 
used here is ‘genos eklekton’ (γένος ἐκλεκτόν), which literally means “elect family,” or “chosen family.” This 
phrase refers to the descendants of a common ancestry. The fact that Jesus refers to us as His brothers, and that His 
Father is also ours highlights the idea of the redeemed child of God being part of the family of God (Matthew 12:50, 
Mark 3:35, Luke 8:21, John 20:7, Romans 8:29, Ephesians 3:15, Hebrews 2:10-12, 17).  

Paul used the word ‘genos’ in Acts 17:28-29, describing all of mankind as the offspring of God. 
45 God made this promise to Israel as a nation in Exodus 19:6. As Peter reports, this promise is now fulfilled in those 
who belong to the Church of the Lord, Jesus Christ. As those who are in Christ Jesus, having been born of the Spirit, 



possession46, that you may announce the excellencies47 of the One Who called you from 
darkness into His marvelous light48, 
10- who once were not a people49, but now God’s people – who had no mercy, but now have 
mercy50. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
all our inheritance and identity is found in Jesus Christ. He has made us kings and priests to His God and Father 
(Revelation 1:6, 5:10). 
46 The Greek word, ‘peripoiesis’ (περιποίησις), is defined as “saving,” “acquiring,” or “possession,” in 
Langenscheidt’s Classical Greek Dictionary. Jamieson Fausset and Brown also argue that the literal translation of 
this word would be “acquired.” A.T. Robertson understands this phrase to mean a possession in a special sense, a 
possession that is “over and above the others.” This is also emphasized by Paul, who in 1 Corinthians 6:20, says that 
we are “bought with a price.” He further describes the ransom payment for our purchase in Ephesians 1:14. This 
passage recalls the promise that God made to Israel in Exodus 19:5-6. In Exodus 19:5, the Hebrew word used is 
‘segullah’ (ְסֻגָּלה), which means “treasured possession.” This word refers to a special valuable property of which the 
owner holds a special affection and value for. 
47 The Greek word ‘arete’ (ἀρετή) may be translated as, “goodness,” “excellence,” “perfection,” “merit,” “fitness,” 
“bravery,” “valor,” or “virtue.” A.T Robertson chose to translate ‘arete’ as “excellencies.” 
48 We have an awesome responsibility and must always be ready to give an account (1 Peter 3:5). We have been 
delivered from the realms of darkness and the authority of Satan and have been brought into the glorious and 
marvelous presence of God (Acts 26:18, Colossians 1:13, 1 Thessalonians 5:4-5). We have been translated from the 
power of darkness, with its sin and demonic influence, into the Kingdom of the dear Son, to live for His praise 
(Ephesians 1:12, Colossians 1:13)! We are the living epistles and witnesses of the excellencies of God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:3, Ephesians 2:10). We are those who have been redeemed by 
the blood and have been born of the Spirit. Now, we appear before all men as the description of the man that God 
intended when He created Adam after His own image and likeness (Genesis 1:27, 1 Corinthians 15:49, 2 Corinthians 
3:18, Ephesians 4:24, Colossians 3:10). In oneness with Christ Jesus, we are the light of the world. We are those 
who walk in the light of life, just as He is in the light (Matthew 5:14, John 8:12, Philippians 2:15, 1 John 1:7). 
Through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us, the light of God’s presence fills and surrounds us (Romans 5:5, 2 
Corinthians 1:22, 2 Corinthians 5:5, 1 Thessalonians 4:8, 1 John 3:4, 4:13). Our whole identity must exist in this 
glory. In the beauty of His holiness, we are those alive from the dead, a new creation in possession of the divine 
nature (Romans 6:13, 2 Corinthians 5:17). As the sons of God, we shine as His elect family: holy and beloved 
(Colossians 3:12). God has crowned us with glory, and we are to be a royal priesthood who ministers before Him 
continually and represents Him to men. We are a holy people, who stand in the Holy of Holies before God, the judge 
of all. As His elect family, we are a holy nation that testifies of His Kingdom that is to come! 

There are only two nations in the eyes of God: the holy nation and the perverse nation (Philippians 2:15, 1 
Peter 2:9). The holy nation is made up of those who have been washed in the blood of Jesus, born of the Spirit, and 
set apart to be a witness of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, by baptism into His Spirit (John 1:12, 3:3, Acts 1:8, 
Romans 8:14-16, Hebrews 10:19-23, 1 Peter 1:23). Whoever comes to Jesus becomes a part of a new family, a new 
race, and a new nation! This applies to all – whether Jew, Gentile, Greek, Roman, Cappadocian, Bithynian, 
Scythian, or any other race that might be named. We are the Church of Jesus Christ. We are the holy people of God, 
who have been chosen to be a special people upon the Earth (Deuteronomy 7:6, 14:2, 26:19, Matthew 21:43, 
Galatians 3:26-28, Ephesians 2:19). We are a kingdom of priests that has been formed for the Lord (Exodus 19:6, 
Isaiah 43:21, 1 Peter 2:5, Revelation 1:6, 5:10). We are the Father's unique and highly valued treasure 
(Deuteronomy 7:6, 14:2, Titus 2:14). We are so special to Him, that He likens us to the special and highly favored 
jewels that are set in His crown to exemplify the wealth and the power of His Kingdom (Exodus 19:5, Zechariah 
9:16). Therefore, our lives must exemplify the highest level of consecration to this holy and wonderful thing that 
God has done for us, when He spared not His own Son to provide so great a salvation (Romans 8:32). The Lord's 
presence is a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty for us. (Isaiah 28:5, Malachi 3:17). God's presence will never 
mix with worldliness and sin (Psalm 34:15-16, Isaiah 59:2, Ezekiel 22:26, 2 Corinthians 6:17, 2 Timothy 2:19, Titus 
2:14, James 4:4, 1 John 1:5-6, 2:15-16). 
49 This rendering of Hosea 2:23 is a direct address to the Gentiles who have been purchased by Jesus Christ. Paul 
also quoted Hosea 2:23 in a similar address, found in Romans 9:25. 
50 The Hebrew word ‘racham’ (ַרַחם), which is often translated as mercy, may also be understood as an expression of 
deep love or tender affection. Through His great salvation, we have obtained God’s compassion and deep affection 
towards us, which has caused us to come into a relationship position with Him. This relationship is best expressed 



11- Beloved, I exhort you as strangers and sojourners: stay away from the lusts of the flesh51, 
which war against the soul52, 
12- having your behavior virtuous53 among the nations, that even though they speak evil of you 
as evil-doers, seeing these good works they may glorify God in the day of visitation. 
13- Submit to every human ordinance54 because of the Lord – whether to a king as supreme, 
14- or to governors as those sent by him to punish evildoers but to approve uprightness – 
15- because this is the will of God. Doing good silences the ignorance of foolish men. 
16- As free, and not having freedom as a covering of wickedness, but as the servants of God, 
17- honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 
18- House-servants, be subject with all fear to the masters, not only to the good and equitable, 
but also to the crooked. 
19- For this is grace: if on account of God-consciousness, one endures pain, suffering 
wrongfully. 
20- For should there be credit if you endure a beating for having sinned? But if you do good and 

                                                                                                                                                                               
by the Psalmist when he said, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all of the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (Psalms 23:6). The blessing and favor of God, that is given to us through 
God’s abundant mercy, is a guarantee that we will always find ourselves going from strength to strength (Psalm 
84:7). Living in God’s abundant mercy, which is new every morning, is an assurance that everything about our lives 
will be stamped with the blessings of God (Lamentations 3:22-23). If we trust and rely upon God, we can be certain 
that our seed will be mighty upon the Earth, and whatever we do will prosper (Deuteronomy 29:9, 30:9, Psalm 1:3, 
Psalm 112:1-2, Proverbs 28:25). Our children will walk in a greater anointing than us and have a greater influence 
than we had. Because we have obtained mercy, we will find ourselves walking in the covenant blessings that God 
promised Abraham and the nation of Israel, and more (Genesis 17:4-7, 22:17, Deuteronomy 28:1-14, Galatians 3:14, 
Hebrews 8:6). 
51 The components of the lust of the flesh are listed in Galatians 5:19-21. The lust of the flesh are those things which 
are of the world, not of the Father (1 John 2:16). 
52 The lust of the flesh wars against the soul of the redeemed. It does not rule it. The lust of the flesh is the weapon 
that demon spirits use against the saints of God. When one believes that the lust of the flesh rules the soul, they have 
been defeated before the battle even begins. The lust of the flesh, which is in the realm of the spirit of disobedience, 
wars against the soul of the redeemed to subvert, and ultimately overthrow, the faith of God's people (Galatians 
5:16-17, Ephesians 2:2-3, James 4:1). Every sin has a demon spirit associated with it (Genesis 3:2-4, Matthew 4:1, 
Mark 1:13, Luke 4:2, 22:3, 31, John 13:2, 27, Acts 5:3, 1 Corinthians 7:5, 10:21, 2 Corinthians 2:11, Galatians 5:19-
21, Ephesians 4:27, 6:11-12, 1 Timothy 4:1, 2:26, Hebrews 2:14, 1 Peter 5:8, 1 John 3:8).  Whether strife or 
adultery, when any act of sin is committed, the person committing it is interacting with a demon spirit. Demonic 
power is only effective in the world. Therefore, we must come out from among them and be separate. We must not 
have any fellowship with the darkness or demon spirits of this world (Isaiah 52:11, 2 Corinthians 6:17, Ephesians 
2:2, 5:11, 2 Timothy 2:19, James 4:4, 2 Peter 1:4, 2:20, 1 John 1:5-6, 2:15-16, 4:2-6, 5:4). 

Satan and his demon spirits have lost their right to control or rule the appetites of the redeemed child of 
God. Yet, they seek to regain control by tempting the sons and daughters of God, just as they did to Adam and Eve 
in the beginning (Genesis 3:1-6). The noted biblical scholars – Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown – explain this war as 
follows: “Like Samson in Delilah's lap, the moment that he [the believer] gives way to fleshly lusts, he has the locks 
of his strength shorn, and ceases to maintain that spiritual separation from the world and the flesh of which the 
Nazarite vow was the type." The believer must not allow themself to be lured into any form of subjugation to demon 
spirits, from which we have been completely delivered (John 8:36, 17:16, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 6:14-15, Colossians 
1:13). 
53 Although the Greek word ‘kalos’ (καλός) is commonly translated as “good,” there are many other possible 
translations. In Classical Greek, ‘kalos’ may be translated as “beautiful,” “fair,” “charming,” “lovely,” “pretty,” 
“honest,” “noble,” “good,” “right,” “virtuous,” “agreeable,” “auspicious,” “favorable,” or “dear.” ‘Kalos’ may also 
be translated as “blameless,” “excellent,” “pleasant,” or “desirable.” 
54 Here, Peter is underscoring the necessity to maintain law and order, just as Paul did in Romans 13:1-8. However, 
when human ordinances run contrary to the ordinances of God, Peter is the first to say that we must obey God, and 
not man (Acts 4:19-20). 



endure suffering, you have God’s approval55. 
21- For you are called to this, because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you an 
example56, that you should follow after His footsteps, 
22- Who did not sin, neither was guile found in His mouth, 
23- Who being insulted57 did not insult in return – suffering, did not threaten – but handed it 
over58 to righteous judgment, 
24- Who Himself carried our sins59 in His own body upon the tree, so that being dead to sins60, 

                                                       
55 There was a time when the people of God were treated so severely by both the religious community and the 
world. It is a terrible thing to be publicly beaten as Peter, Paul, and Silas were (Acts 5:40, 16:23-24). However, their 
response was one of joy and rejoicing in the Lord, because they were counted worthy to suffer for His name’s sake 
(Acts 5:41, 16:25). Their response brought glory to the name of Jesus and to the Church. They did not take up arms 
and fight back, seeking revenge. Instead, they committed themselves to the Lord and to His protection (Romans 
12:19, Hebrews 10:30, 1 Peter 3:9). 

There are many people around the world who suffer daily for the gospel of Jesus Christ and endure it 
without complaint. Yet, in America, and other countries that enjoy the freedom of religion, we seem to be so 
preoccupied with our own self-interest, that if someone says something that we don’t like, we immediately take 
offense and enter some sort of strife. As a pastor, I have discovered that very few people will respond to anything 
patiently, even when their conduct is proven to be wrong. Instead, they respond in self-defense and make war. When 
will we begin to value the approval of God above all other things, and cease to be so impacted by the approval of 
men? When will we begin to value humility and servitude the way that God values it? God says that if we suffer 
wrongfully, and take it patiently, then we have His approval. However, we can be certain that if we do not take it 
patiently, we will not have the Father's approval. We are called to lay down our lives for the brethren and for the 
Church (John 15:12-13, Ephesians 5:2, 1 John 3:16, 4:7). If we are truly willing to walk the love of Christ Jesus, 
then we would be willing to die for the household of faith. Now if we are willing to die for each other, then surely, 
we can stop fighting and squabbling with one another. I never cease to be amazed at how many people sit around in 
the church nurturing a wounded spirit and a spiteful disposition. It is the job of every pastor to ensure that all those 
who are wounded get healed, and to help them to a spiritual place where they can flow in the love of God. Let’s be 
the light of the world, the example to all mankind of what relationships are supposed to look like. The community of 
saints who have perfect peace never allow anything to offend them (Psalms 37:37, 119:165, Isaiah 26:3, Philippians 
4:7, Ephesians 4:3, Philippians 4:7). 
56 Jesus made it very clear that anyone who would be His disciple must do what He did. If they were to follow Him, 
then they would have to take up their cross and deny themselves, even as He denied Himself (Matthew 16:24, Mark 
8:34, Luke 9:23). They would have to love one another and be dedicated to doing the will of the Father, just as He 
was (John 13:34). Jesus made it clear to the Church that they were to overcome, even as He overcame (Revelation 
3:21). John said that in this present world, we are as He is (1 John 4:17). Jesus became our example and modeled 
what a son of God was supposed to be like. He not only modeled sonship, but also gave us the power to be the sons 
of God (John 1:12). What Jesus demanded of His disciples 2,000 years ago is what is still demanded of us today: “If 
anyone serves Me, let him follow Me. Where I am, there My servant will also be, and My Father will honor him.” 
(John 12:26) 
57 The Greek word ‘loidoreo’ (λοιδορέω) may be translated as “revile,” “abuse,” “insult,” “slander,” or “reproach.”  
This word conveys the idea of having all manner of evil spoken against you. When we are insulted in such a way, 
we are to bless (Matthew 5:44, Romans 12:14, 1 Corinthians 4:12, 1 Peter 3:9). 
58 The Greek word ‘paradidomi’ (παραδίδωμι) is translated in the four gospels as “betrayed.” It means to “hand 
over,” or “deliver up.” With every insult of man, Jesus’ response was to turn to the Father and let the Almighty be 
the judge. It was as though Jesus took every reproach and insult that He received, turned to the Father with it, and 
delivered it up to Him as an offering. 
59 There was a hand-leaning rite seen in the Old Testament, in which the sins of the people would be transferred to 
the sin offering. The Day of Atonement exemplifies this transference of sin by the hand-leaning rite. On the Day of 
Atonement, Aaron, the high priest, would place his two hands upon the goat and confess the sins of the people 
(Leviticus 16:21). In this way, the sins of the people would be transferred to the goat, and the goat was sent to a 
desolate place to Azazel (Leviticus 16:8, 22). The hand-leaning rite was also used for the sin offering of any 
individual. They would bring their sin offering, lay their hand upon that offering, and the sin would be transferred to 
the offering (Leviticus 3:2, 8, 13, 4:4, 24, 29, 33).  



we might live righteously,61 by whose wound62 you were healed63. 
25- For you were as sheep gone astray, but now are returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls. 
 
Chapter 3 

                                                                                                                                                                               
The sins of all mankind were transferred to Jesus, as Father laid upon Him all our sins, and not only ours, 

but also the sins of the whole world. Thus, Jesus was made to be our sin offering (2 Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 9:26, 
28, 10:10, 1 John 2:2). If we sin, we are to confess our sins, and the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus removes 
them (1 John 1:9). However, Jesus is much more than a vicarious substitute offering for our behalf. As Paul has said, 
“I am crucified with Christ.” (Romans 6:6, Galatians 2:20, 6:14) In fact, the new covenant is the covenant of the life 
of Christ. Therefore, during communion, we eat His flesh and drink His blood, thus declaring that we live by Him 
(Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14: 22-24, Luke 22:17-19, John 6:51-57, 1 Corinthians 11:24). 
60 The Greek word used here is ‘apogenomenos’ (ἀπογενόμενος), a compound word which means “to be removed 
from,” or “to cease.” This compound word is only used one time in the Bible. Therefore, its unique usage demands 
the most literal translation possible. There is no doubt that the sacrifice God made for us with his own Son indeed 
removed our sins (Matthew 26:28, John 1:29, Ephesians 1:7, Hebrews 1:3, 9:25-26, 10:12, 1 John 1:7, Revelation 
1:5). 
61 The Bible is focused on God’s desire to walk with man. It is only in righteousness that it is possible for man to 
walk with God, because two cannot walk together unless they agree (Amos 3:3). God will not have any fellowship 
with unrighteousness. Therefore, He has made a provision for anyone who wills to be made righteous (Psalm 11:5, 
Psalm 34:16, Isaiah 59:2, 2 Corinthians 5:216:15-17, Ephesians 5:11, 2 Timothy 2:19, James 4:4, 1 John 5:7). John 
said in his First Epistle, “If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone that is born of Him does 
righteousness.” (1 John 2:29) Furthermore, Paul said that Jesus, “Who knew no sin, was made a sin offering for us, 
so that we might be the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). The crown and glory of righteousness 
was lost when Adam turned his back on God through disobedience. Now, through Father’s love, the crown and 
glory of righteousness has been restored through the new creation. Jesus laid down His life at the cross, so that we 
might take it up. He gave us His life of righteousness and holiness as a gift when were we created in Him through 
His resurrection (Romans 6:4-5, Ephesians 4:24, 1 Peter 1:3). 
62 The Greek word, ‘molops’ (μώλωψ), is best understood when it is viewed in light of Isaiah 53:5, the passage that 
is reflected in this verse. The equivalent Hebrew word is ‘chaburah’ (ַחּבּוָרה), and may be translated as “wound,” 
“bruise,” “hurt,” “welt,” “injury,” or “stripe.” This term refers to a severe blow to the body that results in a wound. It 
appears in the singular form, both in Isaiah 53:5 and in 1 Peter 2:24. The singular nature of this word helps us to 
decide which word makes the most sense. It was thought best to translate this Greek word, ‘molopi’ (μώλωπι), as 
“wound,” because this Scripture obviously refers to the singular event of the death of Jesus, as opposed to the 
multiple wounds inflicted by the stripes and blows to His head and body with sticks, whips, and the human fist. 
Although ‘molopi’ may be translated as “stripe,” “wound,” or “bruise,” the singular form of the word, in reference 
to the temporary death of Jesus our Savior, is translated as “wound.” Furthermore, the word “wound” affords the 
broader meaning, which would include both “stripe,” or “pierce.” The argument for the choice of this word is further 
supported by the first reference to the death of the Messiah, found in Genesis 3:15. The Hebrew word used in this 
verse is ‘shuf’ (ׁשּוף), which may mean both “the striking, piercing, bite of a serpent,” or “crush,” “bruise,” or 
“injury.” 
63 Sin is an incurable disease that is passed from generation to generation (Psalm 51:5). The only cure for such a 
terrible plague is the blood of Jesus Christ. Through the bloody wound that Jesus received on the cross, our sins 
were put to death. With this, sickness and disease, which are consequences of sin, were cured. When the cure for sin 
was provided through Christ Jesus, the cure for all sickness and disease was also revealed. In Christ Jesus, we have 
forgiveness for all our iniquities and healing for all our diseases (Psalms 103:3, Isaiah 53:5, Acts 2:38, Ephesians 
1:7). It is God’s will for every man to find freedom from sin through the power of the blood of Jesus, and healing for 
all their diseases through the wound which He bore. When men are healed from sickness and disease, the fact that 
the Lord Jesus has the power to forgive sin is revealed (Matthew 9:6). Through the prayer of faith in what Jesus has 
already accomplished for us, the sick are saved, and their sins are forgiven (James 5:15). In both the Hebrew Bible 
(Leningrad Text / Cairo Text), and the Septuagint, this verse simply reads: “by His wound we were healed” (Isaiah 
53:5). Peter, who is speaking for God in first-person, did not include himself in 1 Peter 2:24. Therefore, he uses the 
word “you,” as an address by God to all of mankind.   



 
1- Likewise, wives be submitted to your own husbands so that even if any disobey the Word, 
they will be won without the Word through the conduct of the wives, 
2- observing that in fear you behave yourself with purity. 
3- Of whom let it not be the outward – braiding of hair and putting on gold or worldly garments 
– 
4- but the hidden man of the heart,64 in the incorruptible, in the gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
of great value before God. 
5- For in this way also, the holy women, whose expectation was in God, ordered themselves, 
being subject to their own husbands, 
6- as Sarah listened to Abraham, calling him “lord,” to whom you have become children, doing 
good and not being terrified at any threatening thing. 
7- The husbands likewise, dwelling together according to knowledge, as with a weaker vessel, 
giving honor to the wife as also heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers be not cut 
off. 
8- Now finally, everyone be of one mind: sympathetic, loving as brothers, compassionate, 
lowly65, 

                                                       
64 A man’s heart is known as the “inner man,” or the “hidden man.” It is the immortal dimension of ourselves that 
currently exists within our mortal body. When our body dies, our inner man departs, either to be with the Lord, or to 
the punishment of eternal death. The inner dimension of man, our heart, is where God desires His truth and wisdom 
to dwell (Deuteronomy 5:29, 10:16, 30:6, Psalms 51:6, Matthew 5:8, 12:35). Those who have been redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus have hearts that are liberated from the darkness of sin (Romans 8:2). This was done by the 
circumcision of Christ, which removed the foreskin of the heart (Deuteronomy 30:6, Romans 2:29, Philippians 3:3, 
Colossians 2:11, 13). The hard and calloused heart of man is softened through redemption’s transformation, which 
results in the creation of a new heart and a new man (Ezekiel 11:19, 36:26, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Romans 4:12, 
Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 4:24, Colossians 3:10, Philippians 3:3). God has made our hearts His dwelling place. 
Because He dwells there, our inward man grows and is strengthened every day (2 Corinthians 4:16, Ephesians 3:16). 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ dwells in our hearts. With that, His Word also dwells there. It is from our heart 
that His peace rules over our lives (Galatians 6:15-16, Ephesians 3:17, Philippians 4:7, Colossians 3:15-16). It is 
from our heart that the Spirit of God cries out unto the Father (Galatians 4:6). It is with our heart that we believe 
unto righteousness (Romans 10:10). God, in His loving kindness and tender mercies, has caused the light of His 
glorious gospel to shine into our hearts. As a result, His nature and ways are inscribed on our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33, 
Ezekiel 36:26-27, 2 Corinthians 3:3, 4:6, Hebrews 8:10, 10:16, Jeremiah 31:33, 2 Corinthians 3:3, Romans 8:4, 
Hebrews 8:10, 10:16). It is our responsibility to treasure what God has done for us and adorn our hearts with the 
beauty of holiness (Psalm 96:9). God has brought His glory into our heart, and all we must do is yield to Him and let 
Him reign. 
65 There is a heavenly behavior and disposition that is evidence of saints walking in the Spirit. Our interactions with 
one another should reflect the interaction of Jesus with each person. We are responsible to maintain this conduct. 
The first thing people need to understand is that our relationships with each other is the most important thing to God. 
He has given us a love relationship with Himself. Therefore, He demands that we have an unbroken relationship of 
love with everyone who is of the household of faith. Here, Peter expresses five dispositions of the love of the Spirit 
that we must always express towards one another. 

God's representatives are those who walk by the same Spirit, obey the same lordship of Jesus, and live by 
the Word of Truth. God’s representatives are to "mind the same things" (Philippians 3:16). We should not have 
different opinions or adverse positions concerning the things of God. Having the same mind is one of the important 
things that Paul pointed out to the Corinthians. Paul wrote to the Corinthians that they must have the same mind if 
they were going to continue in the lavish display of the Holy Ghost in their church (1 Corinthians 1:10). Paul 
emphasized this fact by underscoring that they should also speak the same things, being perfectly joined together in 
unity, having no divisions among themselves, and being perfectly joined together in the same judgment. 
Furthermore, he told the Philippians and the Romans that they were to have the same mind and same love, patterned 



9- not returning evil for evil, or abuse for abuse, but on the contrary, blessing – because you are 
called to this so that you might inherit a blessing. 
10- For he who would love life and see good days shall restrain his tongue from evil, even his 
lips from speaking deceit66. 
11- Turn away from evil and do good. Seek peace and pursue it,67 
                                                                                                                                                                               
exactly after Christ Jesus (Romans 15:5, Philippians 2:2). If there are differences of opinions, then we are 
responsible to settle them behind closed doors (Matthew 18:15). 

As God’s representatives, we are to be sympathetic, compassionate, and lowly in the way that we deal with 
one another. The sympathy, compassion, and lowliness of Christ Jesus is our example, and are described and 
demonstrated in detail through His servitude (Matthew 11:29, 2 Corinthians 10:1). We are to let this mind and 
attitude that was in Christ Jesus also be in us (Philippians 2:5-8). We are to come to Him and learn Who He is, for 
He is meek and lowly (Matthew 11:29, 20:28, Mark 10:45). 

The Greeks did not see humility as a virtue.  They saw it as a weakness that should be culled. Their rewards 
and applause were reserved for those who had the physical and mental power to subdue others by whatever means 
necessary. The Greek champions were the victors of sports arenas and those who subdued others on the battlefield. 
In contrast, the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, which describes God and His kingdom, takes the servants of all and 
calls them the greatest and noblest (Matthew 18:1-4, 23:11, Mark 9:34-35, Luke 22:26). As servants, we see others 
as better than ourselves, and we are willing to lay down our lives for them (John 15:13, Philippians 2:3). It is within 
the confines of this kind of relationship that the needs of those around us are more important than our own. In such 
love and concern, we become sensitive to what others are going through and focus upon how we can help them 
(Romans 15:1, Galatians 6:2, Ephesians 4:2, 1 John 3:16). 

Above all things, we are to walk in love. Love is the principal evidence that we have been born of God (1 
John 3:10,14, 4:7-8, 20, 5:1). Love is the witness of the Spirit and the testimony that we are the disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (John 13:35, Romans 5:5, Galatians 5:22, 1 Peter 1:22, 1 John 3:14, 4:7-8, 12, 16). We have been born 
into the family of God and are to live our lives as devoted family members. Jesus Christ is our elder brother 
(Romans 8:29). The kind of love we are to have for one another will never do anything that destroys relationships or 
work anything evil against another person (Romans 13:10). The completion and fulfilment of the law is when we 
walk in the same love that God our Father has (Romans 8:4, 13:8, 10, Galatians 5:14, James 2:8). This is the focus 
of everything that God demands of man, so much so that He changed our nature in order for us to have this kind of 
love (John 13:34, 15:10, 12, 17, Romans 5:5, Ephesians 3:17, 2 Timothy 1:7, 1 Peter 1:22, 1 John 2:10). 
66 Your lips should never speak guile or deceit (Psalm 34:13, Proverbs 21:23, 1 Peter 2:1, 22, 3:10, Revelation 14:5). 
The Hebrew, Akkadian, and Greek words for “guile” are ‘mirmah’ (ִמְרָמה), ‘ramu,’ and ‘dolos’ (δόλος), respectively. 
In all three of these languages, the primary meaning of this word is to “deceive,” or to “speak treachery and 
betrayal.” If God’s people want to prosper and move forward into the blessings of God, the one thing they must 
never do is speak evil of anyone in any way. You must leave all corrections and rebukes to the proper authorities 
and proper face-to-face reconciliations (Matthew 18:15-17, Titus 2:15, 2 Timothy 4:2). Furthermore, dishonesty or 
misrepresentations of God or man must not be conveyed in our words (1 Timothy 6:3-5). There is always grace and 
mercy with God for those who are learning not to sin in such a way. All you must do is repent, and the sin is erased! 
If you are willing, the Holy Spirit will be there to help you and strengthen you so that you will never sin with your 
words. However, you must be willing to give no place to strife, envy, sedition, slander, or any other treachery from 
which evil speaking arises (Galatians 5:20, James 3:16). If you want the Lord to hear your prayers and be the 
protector, provider and perfecter that He desires to be, then you must keep your tongue from evil and your lips from 
speaking guile (Psalm 66:18, Proverbs 15:29, Isaiah 59:2, Micah 3:4). 
67 If we will walk in obedience to the Lord, and allow God's divine principles to govern our life, then we will be the 
beneficiaries of God's continual blessings and provision in every dimension of our lives (Deuteronomy 28:1-14). 
One of the most important things to take hold of is our responsibility before God to govern the things that we say. 
The preacher in Ecclesiastes revealed that a fool is swallowed up by their own lips (Ecclesiastes 10:12). We must 
learn that we are snared, and even destroyed, by the words of our mouth (Psalm 12:3, Proverbs 10:31, 12:13, 19, 22, 
13:3, 15:4, 17:20, 18:21, 21:6, 26:28). The person who is right before the Lord will not speak evil with his mouth or 
utter deceit (Job 27:4, Psalm 34:13). God will cut off the person who allows their tongue to speak proud things 
(Psalm 12:3, 101:5). 

On the other hand, if you will speak according to the Word of God and be a person who blesses and does 
not curse, then the words of your lips will be health to you, keeping you from the path of the destroyer (Psalm 17:4, 
Proverbs 13:3, Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:28, Romans 12:14, 1 Corinthians 4:12, 1 Peter 3:9). A wise person who puts 



12- because the Lord’s eyes are upon the righteous68 and His ears unto their petitions, but the 
Lord’s face is upon69 evil-doers! 
13- And who can harm you if you become imitators of the good, 
14- but blessed, if you truly suffer because of righteousness – but do not fear their terror, nor be 
troubled. 
15- But sanctify the Lord God in your heart, and always be prepared to give a defense to anyone 
who asks you anything concerning the expectation in you, with meekness and fear, 
16- having a good conscience that if they speak against you as evil-doers, they who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be ashamed. 
17- For it is better, if the will of God wills, that you suffer for doing good rather than doing evil, 
18- because also Christ once suffered for sin, the righteous on behalf of the unrighteous, so that 
He might bring us to God. Indeed, put to death in the flesh,70 but having been made alive in the 

                                                                                                                                                                               
their trust in the Lord understands the importance and the responsibility of the things that they say. They will call out 
to God for help, ask Him to set a watch upon their lips, and to keep the door of their mouth (Psalm 141:3). If we 
want to abide in the presence of the Lord and stand in the heavenly realm of authority, then we must be willing to 
understand appropriate conduct and be obedient to what God expects of us. We are to speak truth from our heart. 
We cannot backbite with our tongues. We cannot do evil to our neighbor or take up a reproach against him (Psalm 
15:1-3). If we faithfully speak the words of life and blessing, instead of rendering cursing for cursing, or 
participating with evil speaking and slander with our tongue, we will live long and healthy lives (1 Peter 3:9-10). 
68In this exhortation, Peter is quoting Psalms 34:15, underscoring the relevance of this Old Testament Scripture in 
the New Testament. Peter prefaces this Scripture by talking about one of the chief attributes of righteousness – love. 
The love of God compels us to bless others, no matter what their disposition is towards us (Matthew 5:44, 1 
Corinthians 4:12). As those who possess the righteousness of God, we are to bless others so that we might inherit a 
blessing (1 Peter 3:9). We are commanded by the Lord to bless and curse not (Romans 12:14). Our tongues may not 
speak evil of another person (James 4:11, 1 Peter 3:10). The whole law is summed up by love, just as the 
righteousness of God is summed up by love, for God is love (1 John 3:10-11, 4:7-8, 16). 

God’s eyes are upon the righteous, and His ears are open to hearing their prayers. However, God doesn’t 
only hear us when we pray. He will also do whatever we ask, because we obey His commandments and do the 
things that are pleasing in His sight (Proverbs 15:29, John 14:13-14, 15:7, 16, 16:23-24, 1 John 3:22, 5:14-15). 
Every time that we turn away from the evil that tempts us, we will discover that God is looking at us with a heart of 
gratitude and thanksgiving over that fact that we are willing to choose His way of life. He loves us and wants us to 
have a good life that is full of blessings (Psalm 16:11, Ephesians 1:3, 1 Peter 3:10). He gave us His gift of abundant 
and eternal life, so that we can enjoy the blessedness of His ways and His righteousness (John 10:10). 

Today, we are inundated on every side by things that are wicked and opposed to God. Our society is 
gripped with the vilest offenses against God, and the Christian community has become a community of unending 
compromise. If we are not careful, we will also be carried away by these influences. We must allow God to define 
how we should behave and be committed to living out His way of life. When living His life, we will be equipped 
with the strength of the Lord and the power of His might, not having to rely upon our own failing and wavering 
human strength (Ephesians 6:10). There are only two choices here. We either choose righteousness and doing that 
which is good and pleasing to the Lord, or we choose to do evil. If we choose the latter, then the Lord has set His 
face against us (Psalm 34:16). If a person boasts of being an evil doer and still attempts to profess that they have a 
relationship with God, this person is deceived (1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Galatians 6:7, Ephesians 5:6, 1 John 1:6, 2:4, 9, 
3:7-10). God has filled our hearts with what is good (Jeremiah 31:33, Matthew 12:35, 2 Corinthians 1:22, 3:3, 4:6, 
Galatians 4:6, Hebrews 8:10, 10:16). He has poured His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). All we 
must do is hunger and thirst for righteousness, and we will be filled to overflowing with every expression of God’s 
divine love (Matthew 5:6, Ephesians 3:19). 
69 Although it is awkward to translate the word ‘epi’ (ἐπί) as “upon,” this was still done for the sake of accuracy.  
Therefore, as the Lord’s eyes are upon the righteous, His face is upon the evil doers. 
70 Earlier in 1 Peter 2:24, Peter reported that Jesus bore our sins in his own “body” – ‘soma’ (σῶμα). Here, he 
describes Jesus being put to death in the “flesh” – ‘sarx’ (σάρξ). There was nothing sinful about the flesh of Jesus. 
Nevertheless, it was important to the Holy Spirit to exemplify the fact that Jesus was put to death in the flesh. This 
was perhaps to contrast the temporal realm of the flesh to the eternal realm of the Spirit. Paul reveals this same 



Spirit71, 
19- by Whom also,72 going in, He preached to those spirits in prison: 
20- those who disobeyed. When once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, an 
ark was prepared, into which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water, 
21- which also corresponds73 now to our salvation: baptism,74 not the putting away of filth of 
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God by the resurrection75 of Jesus Christ, 
22- Who has gone into Heaven at the right hand of God – angels and authorities and powers 
being subject to Him76. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
contrast in Romans 8:5-9, where he describes the realm of the flesh as the “fleshly thinking” – ‘sarx phronousin’ 
(σάρξ φρονοῦσιν). Paul writes that fleshly thinking is death, but spiritual thinking is life and peace.  Later, in chapter 
four, Peter will take up the message of the necessity of suffering in the flesh or temporal realm. 
71 Although mortal men put the body of Christ Jesus to death, He was raised to life again by the Spirit of the Lord, to 
exist in the glory that He had possessed with the Father throughout eternity (John 17:5, Romans 8:11). He bore our 
sins in His body, which died upon a cross (1 Peter 2:24). Afterwards, Jesus, by the Spirit of the Lord, had preached 
to the departed souls in Hell (1 Peter 3:19). Then, the same Spirit of the Lord raised Christ from the dead (Romans 
6:9, Revelation 1:18). His fleshly body became an eternal one, and His glorified state became one of the Spirit, 
which He had before the incarnation. 
72 The relative pronoun ‘oi’ (οι), in the phrase ‘en oi kai’ (ἐν οι καὶ), refers to the “Spirit.” Noted scholars such as 
A.T. Robertson agree upon this meaning. The Greek preposition, ‘en’ (ἐν), may be translated as “in,” “by,” “at,” or 
“with.” Therefore, equivalent phrases include “by which also,” “in which also,” and “with which also.”  
73 The Greek word used here, ‘antitupon’ (ἀντίτυπον), is translated as “corresponds.” However, it may be literally 
understood as “anti-type.” In Classical Greek, its usage is translated as “echoing,” “representing,” or “prototype.” 
This Greek word is only found in the Bible in 1 Peter 3:21 and Hebrews 9:24, which states: “For Christ has not 
entered into the holy places made with hands, corresponding to the true, but into Heaven…” The Greek word, 
‘tupos’ (τύπος), from which the second part of this compound word is derived, is found about 16 times in the New 
Testament. One example of its usage may be found in Hebrew 8:5, where it is translated as “image,” or “pattern.” 
This word first occurs in the New Testament in John 20:25, and is translated as “print.” This verse says, “…unless I 
see in His hand the print of the nails…” During the time of Noah, all those who were disobedient were destroyed 
through water baptism. Now, the antitype, or the anti-pattern, of water baptism saves us. Paul causes us to 
understand that we were buried with Christ by baptism into His death (Romans 6:4). This is the miracle event of 
salvations, where we are crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20). The blood of Jesus and the regeneration of the Holy 
Spirit “puts away the filth of the flesh,” not baptism in water. However, Peter equates this antitype of baptism to a 
good conscience towards God. Water baptism is a symbol of the resurrection, as described by Paul in Romans 6:2-6. 
Because of this, we can discern that Peter is bringing together several types. However, he is clearly denying the 
remission of sins – the filth of the flesh – through water baptism.  
74 As the ark was the means of salvation for Noah and his family, the resurrection of Jesus from the dead is our 
salvation. We have been baptized into Christ Jesus by the Spirit (Romans 6:3, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 3:27, 
Colossians 2:12). Certainly, the indication of water baptism is being referred to in this verse because salvation in 
Christ Jesus removes the filthiness of the flesh (2 Corinthians 7:1, Colossians 2:13). Water baptism represents being 
buried with Jesus and being raised together with Him. The baptism is not the actual event itself. The miracle of 
salvation is referred to in Colossians 2:12. The act of being raised up is by the operation of God, not the minister that 
lifted the child of God from the baptismal water (Romans 6:3-6).  
75 The antitype of the water baptism that Peter is referring to speaks more of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead than of water baptism itself. Paul helps us to further understand this simile in Romans 6:3-6. Here, Paul is 
referring to the baptism into the body and death of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13, Galatians 3:27). 
76 Jesus is currently the absolute, supreme authority in Heaven and on Earth (Matthew 28:18, Ephesians 1:20-22, 
Philippians 2:9-11, Colossians 2:10). Even though we must wait to visibly see Him reigning supremely upon the 
Earth, we can be certain that all spiritual powers and authorities are currently subject to Him (John 3:35, 13:3, 16:15, 
Ephesians 1:21, Colossians 1:16-19, 2:9-10, 2:15). His Church is the one place where we must be able to see the 
absolute and sovereign reign of Jesus as the supreme authority. The Church belongs to Jesus (Matthew 16:18, Acts 
20:28, Ephesians 1:22, 5:23, Colossians 1:18). He purchased it with His own blood (Acts 20:28, 1 Peter 1:18-19). 
The Church is so intimately connected with His person and authority that it is described as His own body (Romans 
12:4-5, 1 Corinthians 10:16-17, 12:12, 27, Ephesians 1:22-23, 5:23, 30, Colossians 1:18, 24, 2:17, 19). In addition to 



 
Chapter 4 
 
1- Seeing that Christ suffered77 for us in the flesh, arm yourself with the same thinking,78 for he 

                                                                                                                                                                               
the Church as a whole, Jesus is supposed to reign as the absolute power and authority in the lives of those that are 
born of the Spirit. Even though many people seem to be unwilling to give Jesus this place of absolute dominion, 
if we are willing, He will reign in His mercy until everything in our lives is brought into submission to Him. 

There is no power in Heaven or on Earth that can defy the authority of Jesus. He is the One Who sets the 
limits and bounds. Satan, mankind, and even the proud waves of the sea are only able to go so far. For this reason, 
those who walk with the King of Kings live above the powers of darkness (Matthew 8:27, 10:1, Luke 9:1, 10:17, 19, 
Romans 16:20, Ephesians 1:22-23, 1 John 4:4). When we think that God is not involved in the ongoings of the 
everyday affairs of this life, we must stop and think again. The arrogance and pride of King Nebuchadnezzar was 
brought down when he finally came to realize that God reigned in the kingdom of men (Daniel 4:17, 25, 32, 5:21, 
6:26). There will come a point in time when the prophecy of the angel Gabriel, in Daniel 7:14, will be completely 
fulfilled: “And there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, 
should serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His Kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed" (Daniel 7:14, KJV). He will be great. He will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father, David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
His Kingdom, there will be no end (Isaiah 9:7, Luke 1:32-33). At the second coming of Jesus, which much of the 
Old Testament prophecies are devoted to when referring to the Messiah, we will see Him seated upon the throne of 
absolute power and reigning over the Earth. He will rule until every kingdom and dominion is submitted to His 
authority (Daniel 4:34, 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, Revelation 11:15, 20:4). Will you let Jesus be the absolute authority 
over your life today? All angels, authorities, and powers are subject to Him. Will you submit? Will you honor Him 
as the King of King and Lord of Lords? Will you bow your knee to Him, the Almighty God, and give place to no 
other powers or authorities? 

A song written in the last great revival says, “Forever and ever God’s Kingdom will stand, baptized in one 
body, not divided by man. It came from Heaven at His command, forever and ever, God’s Kingdom will stand!” 

 
77 Are you willing to suffer rather than sin? Does your purpose in God mean more to you than the temporary 
pleasures of this world? Jesus suffered the loss of all things to do the will of the Father. He left behind all His riches 
in glory and became poor for our sakes (2 Corinthians 8:9). He became a servant and took on the form of sinful flesh 
(Philippians 2:7). He suffered humiliation and the rejection of men, doing the will of the Father. He suffered 
temptation, and then was ultimately killed for His confession (Isaiah 53:3, Mark 14:61-64, Luke 22:44, John 5:30, 
John 6:38, Hebrews 2:18, 12:2-4). 

We are called by God to give ourselves over completely to the identity of Christ. If we are going to be 
victorious in all things, we must arm ourselves with the identity of Christ, just as a soldier arms himself to go into 
battle (Romans 13:14, Galatians 3:27, Ephesians 6:10-17). We are to do everything that He did. His cause must 
become our cause, in the same way that His inheritance has become our inheritance. If we are to truly follow Jesus, 
we can no longer live our lives for ourselves (2 Corinthians 5:15, 2 Peter 4:2). If we surrender our lives to the 
purposes of the Kingdom of God and the will of the Father, we will discover that attraction to the world and its sin is 
no longer irresistible. If you have an identity in the world, then you will participate with the things of this world. 
However, an identity in Christ empowers us to live free from sin, as those who are not of this world (John 17:14, 16, 
John 2:15-16, 3:6, 9). We cannot live our lives according to our own will or desires if we are going to please the 
Father and hear, “Well done, my good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:21). 

Jesus defeated every hostile power of darkness that is opposed to the Kingdom of God and the will of the 
Father. He has liberated us so that we can live consecrated lives, devoted to God’s ways and to His eternal Kingdom 
(Luke 1:74-75, Romans 6:6-7, 17-18, 22, Colossians 2:15, 1 Peter 2:24, 3:18 1 John 3:8-9). We are not called to a 
life of self-imposed affliction. We are simply called to a life void of demonic influences, in which we are 
consecrated to holiness and the Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33, Luke 1:75, Romans 6:19, 22, 12:1, 2 Corinthians 
7:1, Galatians 5:19-21, Ephesians 1:4, 4:24, 5:27, Colossians 1:22, 1 Thessalonians 2:12, 3:13, 4:7, 2 Timothy 1:9, 
Hebrews 12:28, 1 Peter 1:15-16, 2 Peter 3:11). The godly will suffer persecution (Matthew 10:22, 24:9, 2 Timothy 
3:12). In devotion to holiness and purity, we will be faced with a great deal of opposition from devils and men 
(Ephesians 6:11-12, 1 Peter 5:8). If we are going to follow Jesus, we will endure many of the things that He 
suffered. He suffered being tempted. Therefore, we will suffer in the temptation. However, He overcame, and so will 



who suffers in the flesh has ceased from sin, 
2- so as to not live the rest of your life in the flesh, in the desires of men, but the will of God79. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
we (1 Corinthians 10:13, Hebrews 2:18, 4:15, James 1:12, Revelation 3:21). The fact that Jesus learned obedience 
through the things that He suffered is a radical statement on the suffering of Christ (Hebrews 5:8). Even though we 
may fail, it is God’s will for us to learn to walk in the overcoming power of the life of Jesus, being committed to 
perfect obedience (Hebrews 13:21). If we are going to please God and be obedient to that for which we have been 
redeemed, then we must have the same mind that was in Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians 2:16, Philippians 2:5). The 
whole purpose of His life was to participate with the plan of God. He made Himself of no reputation, but so 
committed Himself to obedience and carrying out the will of the Father. He humbled Himself unto death, even the 
death of the cross (Philippians 2:5-8). Jesus lived every day with the commitment to do the will of God (Psalm 40:7-
8, Hebrews 10:7, 9). For our sakes, Jesus was tempted in every way that we are tempted, so that we might be 
guaranteed the same overcoming power and authority that He exemplified (1 Corinthians 10:13, Hebrews 2:18, 
4:15, James 1:12, 1 John 4:4, 5:4-5). It is a terrible tragedy that such a price was paid for this authority to be given to 
us, and only a few are willing to measure its value.  

There are so many who have suffered great persecution over the past 2,000 years. As Paul said, we have a 
great cloud of witnesses who have fought the fight and have kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7, Hebrews 12:1). It would 
be a shame for our generation to refuse to step up and partake of the sufferings of Christ. Paul, who was an apostle 
and teacher, frequently endured the sufferings of Christ. There, he found the power and glory of the resurrection 
power of Jesus (Romans 8:17, 2 Corinthians 11:23-30, Philippians 3:8-10, Colossians 1:24, 2 Timothy 1:12, 2 
Timothy 2:12). If we are willing to follow Jesus, we can remain confident that these present sufferings are not 
worthy to be compared to the glory that will be revealed in us (Romans 8:18).  
78 The way we think is very important to God and makes the difference in our spiritual life. We have been given 
mighty spiritual weapons to bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:4-5). 
Paul commands the church in Ephesus to change the way that they think. In light of their calling unto the maturity of 
the fullness of Christ to a perfect man, they are to think of themselves in a new way (Ephesians 4:13, 23). They are 
to view themselves as those who are new creatures, raised up together with Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 
2:6). In Ephesians, Paul uses the idea of the spirit of the mind when he addresses the way that we are to think 
(Ephesians 4:23). We are to view ourselves as the Bible describes us to be. We are to understand God’s purpose for 
our life by looking at the life of Christ (Hebrews 10:7). 

In this verse, Peter tells the Church to be armed with the same thinking of Christ, using a unique compound 
word ‘ennoia’ (ἔννοια). ‘Ennoia’ is a compound word consisting of ‘en’ (ἐν), which means “in,” “by,” or “with,” 
and ‘nous’ (νοῦς), which means “mind.” This word only occurs twice in the New Testament – here, and in Hebrews 
4:12, where it is translated as “intent” in the Authorized Version. The Classical Greek definition for this word is 
“thought,” “consideration,” “notion,” “intent,” or “mind.” J.P. Green Sr. translated ‘ennoia’ in this verse as 
“thought,” whereas A.T. Robertson translated it as “thinking,” “putting in mind,” or “will.” 
79 We have been given the opportunity to live our lives according to the will of God. Every day, we are confronted 
with the possibility of living earthly lives, according to the will or desires of men. We must understand that if we 
choose to walk in our own way, then we will never experience the greatness that God has planned for our lives. We 
have been born of the Holy Spirit to be filled, taught, and led by the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17, 26, 16:13, Acts 2:4, 
13:4, Romans 8:14, 26, Galatians 5:18, 25, 1 John 2:27). Through yielding to the Spirit of truth, we will live out a 
life that is according to the will of the Father. 

Jesus lived a fleshly human existence but did not live according to the desires of men. Rather, He lived 
according to the will of the Father (John 4:34, 5:30, 6:38, 9:4). Jesus was manifested in the flesh and lived a fleshly 
human existence to condemn sin in the flesh. Doing so, He proved that sin did not belong in the lives of men 
(Romans 8:3). He did this by being taught of God and directed by the Holy Spirit. Jesus lived for His heavenly 
purpose, not for an earthly existence. The desires of men are based upon their own insights and understanding of the 
world around them. They are fashioned by self-interest and self-preservation, not truth. God’s will is for us to move 
past the deception and darkness and into the light of life. God wills for us to be taught by Him and learn how to walk 
in all His ways (Deuteronomy 5:33, Ecclesiastes 12:13, Ezekiel 36:27). We must understand that our own 
understanding interferes with what God desires to teach us. The things of Heaven are different from earthly things. 
The miraculous is different from the normal, the spiritual from the natural. Ceasing from our own will is the only 
way that we can participate with God and begin to receive the things that He desires to teach us to function in. 

The desires of men come from a will of its own, and thus, are in opposition to the will of the Father and 
submission to His Spirit (Matthew 16:23, Mark 8:33, Romans 13:14, Galatians 5:16-17, 1 John 2:16-17). We were 



3- For enough time of our life has been spent working the will of the gentiles, having walked in 
licentiousness80, lust, drunkenness, partying, drinking bouts and lawless idolatries81, 
4- in which they are surprised that you do not run with them into the blasphemous excess82 of the 
unsaved83, 
5- who shall give account84 to Him Who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                                                                                               
born of God and given the nature of the sons of God to live according to the will of the Father (John 1:12-13, 
Romans 8:14-17, Galatians 4:4-7, 1 John 3:1, 5:18). Even though we have been given the nature of God and the 
mind of Christ, we must choose whose report we are going to believe, and whose will we are going to submit to. We 
were not made the sons of God by the will of the flesh, or by the will of man. We were made the sons of God by the 
transformation of our nature and the renewing of the Holy Spirit (John 1:13, Romans 8:9, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:23). 
Likewise, we cannot do the will of God through reasoning and our own human ability. It must be done by the Spirit 
of the Lord. By the will of God, we came into this unspeakable gift – a union with the Father and the fullness of the 
Spirit. By submitting to this, we can truly realize the glory and the splendor of it. God purposes that we live only 
according to His will, ceasing from our own will and the will of others (2 Corinthians 5:15, Hebrews 4:10). Whose 
will are you going to submit to – yours or God’s? If you choose to submit to God’s will, then you must prepare 
yourself to do things just as they are described in His Word, even when everything that is natural and common to 
man is opposing you (Romans 7:18, 8:5-8, Galatians 5:17, 1 Peter 4:4). 
80 Peter used the Greek word for “licentious,” ‘aselgeia’ (ἀσέλγεια), a total of four times in his First and Second 
Epistles (1 Peter 4:3, 2 Peter 2:2, 7, 18). He uses this word to describe those who are entirely lost and ready to incur 
the judgment of God at any moment. Licentiousness refers to those who have no restraint when it comes to 
immorality, especially with respect to sexual matters. Peter uses this word in the context of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
allowing us to more perfectly understand the definition that he associated with this word. 
81 Here, Peter is providing a list of the fruits of unrighteousness. These activities are a testimony of those who are 
unsaved. Peter coins these activities as blasphemous excess, which is the same as the lust of the flesh. Five of these 
six sins are so common in the 21st century: licentiousness, lust, drunkenness, partying, and drinking bouts. Four of 
these ungodly acts are associated with drinking alcohol. Unfortunately, many Christians have been misled, and now 
believe that they can participate with these things while being right with God. Yet, Paul says that those who do these 
things will not inherit the Kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Galatians 5:19-21, Ephesians 3:5-6, Colossians 
3:5-6, Revelation 21:8, 22:15). 
82 Sin is pollution, a demonic assault against God’s life. God views sin as “blasphemous excess,” ‘anachusin 
blasphemountes’ (ἀνάχυσιἡ βλασφημοῦντες). God Himself provided the deliverance essential to set men free from 
the spiritual pollution of sin (John 8:36, Galatians 5:1, Colossians 1:13). It is a direct insult to the ways of God for 
someone to continue in the twisted ways of death and darkness, while being in the face of God’s glorious light 
(Romans 6:11-18). Surely, when the spiritual blindness is removed, and we behold the purity and beauty of the life 
God created for us, we should rejoice in freedom and be repulsed by iniquity. 
83 The Greek word ‘asotia’ (ἀσωτία), which may be translated literally as “not saved,” is used three times in the New 
Testament (Ephesians 5:18, Titus 1:6, and 1 Peter 4:4). It is a compound word consisting of the parts ‘a’ (α), and 
‘sozo’ (σῴζω). The Greek word, ‘sozo,’ is used 110 times in the New Testament and describes the deliverance that 
has been given to us in Christ Jesus, affecting the spirit, soul, body, and material blessings. It is impossible to 
confuse what Peter is saying in this statement: those who are involved in these activities of sin are not saved (1 
Corinthians 6:9-10, Galatians 5:19-21, Ephesians 5:3-6, Colossians 3:5-6, 1 John 3:6-10, 5:18)! 
84 One of the most important things to understand is that we will all give an account to God for the things we have 
done in this life (Romans 14:10, 12, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Hebrews 9:27). Every person has been honored with the 
privilege of life, a sacred gift from the Father. Therefore, the way in which we live our lives is very important to 
God. Make no mistake. He will judge us. We are God’s workmanship (Ephesians 2:10). As such, we have been 
endowed with the ability to do that which is just and good. Consider this: we were created for His pleasure, and we 
know that God takes no pleasure in unrighteousness (Psalm 5:4, Revelation 4:11). We were created for His glory, 
and there is no glory found in wrongdoing and abusing others. God wants us to walk in reverence of Him. He wants 
us to love every person. There are many people who believe they are allowed to do whatever they want to do, all 
while escaping from accountability. However, God says that there is nothing covered that won’t be revealed, and 
every secret will be shouted from the housetops (Mark 4:22, Luke 8:17, Luke 12:2-3). The way that we live our lives 
is so important to God that He will even hold us accountable for every idle word that we speak (Matthew 12:36). We 
will be held accountable for everything that God has made known in His Word. 

Jesus said that even though all judgement was committed to Him, He would judge no man. Rather, the 



6- For this reason, the gospel was also preached to the dead85 that they may be judged according 
to men in the flesh but live according to God in the Spirit. 
7- Now the end of all things is near86 – therefore be sober and watch through prayer87. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
Word that He has spoken will be our judge in the last day (John 12:48). It is Jesus Who will judge the living and the 
dead (Acts 10:42, Romans 2:16, 2 Timothy 4:1). It is Jesus Who will bring all hidden things to light and reveal the 
counsels of the heart (1 Corinthians 4:5). When the saints of God appear before Jesus Christ, they will be judged for 
both the good and bad things that they have done (Ecclesiastes 12:14, Jeremiah 17:10, Romans 2:5-6, 2 Corinthians 
5:10, 1 Peter 1:17). There are two places of judgement – the Judgement Seat of Christ, where every redeemed 
person will be judged, and the Great White Throne Judgement, where all those who refused salvation will be judged 
(Romans 14:10, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Revelation 20:11-12). 
85 Anyone who was redeemed by the preaching of Jesus before their death would have been found in a particular 
place in Sheol, where the covenant children of God were kept. When Jesus went down into Hell at the time of His 
death, he preached to the spirits that were in prison (1 Peter 3:19). The prison that Peter is referring to is a place that 
Jesus called “Abraham’s bosom” (Luke 16:22). Abraham’s bosom is also the place that Jesus called Paradise (Luke 
23:43). Jesus also would have been able to preach to those who were in the place of torment, just as in the story of 
Lazarus and the rich man. However, there would have been no redemption for those so judged. Jesus went down 
into Paradise, to the place where those who belonged to God were kept until the time of redemption. We see this, not 
only in Luke 23:43, but in Ephesians 4:8-10, which states that Jesus led captivity captive when He arose from the 
dead and ascended on high. Although this verse is difficult to understand, it is essential that we don’t go beyond the 
bounds of Scripture. It is not found anywhere in Scripture that men can be saved once they are in Hell. 
 
86 The meaning of this verse may extend to the reality that even though we are saved, we must suffer the judgement 
of physical death. Nevertheless, because of salvation, we go on to live eternally (John 11:26, Revelation 2:11, 20:6). 
In this age, the end of the world has come upon us (1 Corinthians 10:11, 1 John 2:18, Revelation 1:3, 22:10). The 
last day was brought to us by the death and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus said, “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom 
of God is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17, Mark 1:15). Peter refers to his day as the last times, declaring that Jesus was 
manifested in these last times for us (1 Peter 1:20). Peter wanted us to understand that the end of the world is coming 
very soon, and we must be prepared. If we know that the end is closer to us now than it was when we first believed, 
and if we know that everything contrary to the ways and will of the Father will be destroyed, then what should our 
response be (Romans 13:11, 2 Peter 3:11-13)? 

Prayer is far more than a religious activity. It gives us a special opportunity to fellowship with God and 
receive things from Heaven. Daniel gave himself to prayer to understand the day and hour in which he was living 
(Daniel 6:10-11, 9:3, 21-22). God not only revealed to Daniel where his generation was on the timer of God’s plan, 
but also for those of future generations (Daniel 9:24-27, 11:2-45, 12:1-4). We must become sober and understand 
what prayer will do for us. Not only is prayer an act of submission to the leadership of the Holy Spirit – it is also a 
realm in which we hear from God (Ephesians 6:18, Colossians 4:2). Today, we must pray that God will show us the 
things that are about to happen. Thus, we can be ready and prepared to move forward with His plan, no matter what 
takes place in the world around us. We should be thoroughly aware of what we should be doing to reach the lost, 
preach the gospel, and help others become established in the household of faith. When we realize that the end is 
near, we should become even more earnest to make our lives count for the Kingdom of God. We must consciously 
live our lives in godly fear, desiring for every part of our lives to be continually pleasing to the Lord (Psalm 19:14, 
Acts 9:31, 10:35, 19:17, Colossians 1:10, 2 Thessalonians 1:11, Hebrews 4:1, 12:28, 1 Peter 1:27, 2 Peter 3:11-12). 
87 The first century Church followed a custom that has been largely forgotten, by both the Jews and the modern 
Church. There was a time when those who were devoted to the Lord would pray three times a day, just like Daniel 
(Daniel 6:10). It was customary to pray at the time of the morning sacrifice (9:00am), at noon, and at the time of the 
evening sacrifice (3:00pm). As the psalmist says, “evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: 
and He shall hear my voice” (Psalms 55:17). An indication of this practice remains in the New Testament, when we 
observe the Holy Spirit being poured out on the day of Pentecost around 9:00am (Acts 2:15). Additionally, there 
was an hour of prayer that the Church gave themselves to at 3:00pm. This is highlighted in Acts 3:1. Finally, we 
read about a time in which Peter went to pray by himself at noon (Acts 10:9).  

As Satan goes about with his deceptive power, seeking whom he may devour during these last days, Peter 
helps us to understand that it is through prayer we are empowered to keep a clear head and remain watchful (1 Peter 
5:8). We are reminded of what Jesus had told Peter and the others on the night He was handed over to be crucified. 
Jesus told His disciples to “watch and pray, that you do not enter into temptation…” (Matthew 26:41, Luke 22:40). 



8- Above all things, have fervent love88 among yourselves, because love will cover a multitude 
of sins89. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
Through prayer, we are strengthened and equipped to deal with the next temptation that we will be faced with when 
Satan comes with his deception and lies against the truth.  

Prayer is a spiritual place, that God has given to us, where we are empowered by the Spirit to interact with 
Him. We can discover such a glorious realm in prayer, testified by Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. While He 
was praying, “the fashion of His countenance was altered, and His raiment was white and glistening” (Matthew 
17:2, Mark 9:2-3, Luke 9:29). There is a wonderful place of communion found in the place of prayer, provided to us 
by God through His Spirit. Through prayer, we are strengthened by the Spirit in our inner man (Ephesians 3:16). We 
are built up in our most holy faith (Jude 1:20). We are filled with the Spirit and begin to speak to ourselves in 
psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:18-19). Through prayer, Christ is allowed to dwell in us richly 
(Colossians 3:16). Prayer is an activity of the Spirit that we are supposed to continually give ourselves to (Luke 
18:1, 21:36, Acts 2:42, 6:4, Romans 12:12, Ephesians 6:18, Philippians 4:6, Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17). 
Today, by the Spirit of God, let us come to the throne of grace, and allow God to hear our voices as we offer the 
sweet incense of prayer (Psalms 141:2, Hebrews 4:16, Revelation 5:8, 8:3-4). 
88 Love is the most important subject in the Bible. The love of God is the reason that the Savior was sent into the 
world to die for our sins (John 3:16, 17:23, Romans 5:8, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:4-5, 1 John 3:16, 4:9-10, 
Revelation 1:5). Love fulfills the law and the prophets (Matthew 22:37-40, Romans 13:8, 10, Galatians 5:14, James 
2:8). Our love for one another is our proof that we have passed from death to life (1 John 3:14, 5:2). If we dwell in 
love, we dwell in God, for God is love (1 John 4:16).  

The way in which we treat one another is very important to God. We cannot treat each other with anything 
less than fervent love if we are to be pleasing to the Lord. God does not desire for us to merely like or tolerate one 
another. On the contrary, He wants us to have “fervent love” for one another. He commands us to “love one another 
fervently with a pure heart” (1 Peter 1:22). Fervent love is zealous and never ceases. It can be understood as an 
intense, unceasing love, that doesn’t allow for opportunities of animosity or unforgiveness to creep in. God demands 
that we love one another in the same way that He has loved us. God, Who has commanded, has also supplied the 
ability to us, by pouring His love into our hearts by His Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). If we yield to the realms of God’s 
glory, His love will spring up in us and pour out like rivers. God says, “This is my commandment, that you love one 
another” (John 13:34, 15:12, 17, 1 John 3:11, 3:23). 
89 Love sees beyond all faults and sins, allowing us to behold the person. How easily do we reject people when they 
have failed us, or when they don’t meet up to our standards and expectations? How often do we confuse who a 
person truly is with their actions and words? The love of God empowers us, giving us wisdom and insight to love 
others beyond their behavior and manner of life. The Holy Spirit compels us to treat one another based on how God 
loved us when we were dead in our trespasses and sins, as opposed to how they treat us or how upright we judge 
their lives to be. God rejects no person. Instead, He commended His love towards us and laid down His life, making 
provision for us to be right with Him (Romans 5:6-8, Ephesians 2:4-5, Colossians 2:13). Too often, we treat people 
based on their wrongdoing. If someone has disappointed us, we can be so quick to write them off, rejecting them to 
some extent in our interactions with them. 

Instead, we should see that provision for forgiveness has already been made, independent of whether the 
person repents. Even though the trespasser and offender may never fully benefit from this provision, it has already 
been supplied. We forgive those who trespass against us because love has made the provision, not because the 
trespasser repents (Matthew 6:12, 14-15, 18:21-22, 35, Mark 11:25-26, Luke 11:4, 17:3-4, Ephesians 4:32). Love 
has made it so that the wrongdoing of others will not cleave to us. We are not influenced by their wrongdoings. Sin 
is not able to dictate our interactions in this time of grace. Instead, as we are being ruled by the love of the Spirit, 
others will only find acceptance from us. The love of God is the only thing that should dictate what we say and do. 
God’s love flows to us and should issue from us like a river, overflowing everyone around us with the goodness of 
God (John 4:14, 7:38-39). You don’t have to agree with the beliefs, attitudes, or actions of others. Simply move 
those things to the side and reach in, touching the deepest part of their life through the love of God.  

The blood of Jesus was not only shed for our sins, but also for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2). 
Provision for forgiveness has been fully supplied. Within our hearts, we do not account the sins and shortcomings of 
others, because where love reigns, forgiveness has been fully supplied to the transgressor (Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:27, 
35). They may not like our message or the position we take as the holy people of God. They may reject and refuse 
the benefits of our love and acceptance. Nevertheless, our thoughts about them are not affected. Isn’t it so much 
better to see people as who they can be and to love them as the soul that God has made, as opposed to seeing them in 



9- Use hospitality toward one another without complaining. 
10- According as each one has received a gift90, minister one to another as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. 
11- If anyone speaks, do so as oracles91 of God. If anyone ministers, do so from out of the 

                                                                                                                                                                               
view of how they have failed? Allow the fervent love of the Holy Spirit to fill you. Discover how deeply you can 
love, for love covers a multitude of sins (Proverbs 10:12). Commit to interacting with others with the bold and 
confident love of God, not based upon what they do.  

“The love of God, how rich and pure, how measureless, and strong. It shall forevermore endure, the saints’ 
and angels’ song” (F. Lehman). 
90Grace is multifaceted and multidimensional. The Greek word ‘poikilos’ (ποικίλος), which is translated by the King 
James Version as "manifold," validates this. Grace can be understood by its different expressions. There is grace that 
brings salvation, grace that brings different expressions of the anointing, and the power of God that allows a person 
to function in a divine ability. There are many facets and colors to grace, similarly to how one would view a 
magnificent diamond. Thus, the grace of God is manifested in different ways, just as the manifestation of the Spirit 
is demonstrated in different ways (1 Corinthians 12:7-11). 

We know that faith and the manifestation of the Spirit are gifts according to the grace of God, given to 
everyone (Romans 12:3, 1 Corinthians 12:7). The notion that God has withheld any good thing from those who are 
washed in the blood and born of the Spirit is simply incorrect. God does not withhold (Psalm 84:11, Philippians 
4:19). On the contrary, He gives liberally to everyone who asks (James 1:5). The challenge is to discover where 
doubt and unbelief have crept in, which prevent God’s people from functioning in those things that have been 
liberally supplied through Christ Jesus (Matthew 21:21, Mark 11:23, Hebrews 4:2, 11:6, James 1:6-7).  

When all the members of the community of the Church function in everything that the grace of God has 
supplied, we shine as the body of Christ with the brightness of Heaven (Daniel 12:3). If only the preacher and a few 
elders operate in the gifts of the Spirit, while everyone else sits as a spectator, the Church as described by Paul is not 
happening (1 Corinthians 12:7-11, 27-28, 14:26-31). The people of God need to recognize their responsibility and 
allow the flow of the Holy Spirit through their lives. Then, the gifts of God may be manifested through their lives. It 
is a great tragedy that far too many people in the Church don’t understand how to yield to the Holy Spirit. In 
Western society, we have been taught to sit in a classroom and engage with our notes to prepare for a test. However, 
practical application is never really a part of the process. In the Kingdom of God, we need to learn what God 
requires, and then put into practice the things that He has freely supplied (John 13:17, Luke 11:28, Romans 2:13, 
James 1:22).  

God has shown us how to come into His presence with singing and shouts of joy (Psalm 95:2, 100:1-2, 
Isaiah 12:3, 51:11, Jeremiah 31:12). He has taught us how to enter the holiest place of all, by the blood of Jesus 
(Hebrews 10:19). The Holy Spirit is present to lead and train us in all the ways of Heaven (Nehemiah 9:20, Luke 
12:12, John 14:26, 16:13, 1 Corinthians 2:13, 1 John 2:27). We need to learn how to receive, to drink the water of 
the Spirit, and to allow the rivers of God to flow out of our lives (John 4:14, 7:38-39). We first learn these things in 
the rich environment of the Church, which is filled with the glory of God. In the context of the Church, we learn to 
yield to the Holy Spirit and function as the body of Christ. Then, in the dry, thirsty land of the world around us, 
where there is no water of life, rivers flow from us to those who have had no witness of God. We must have what 
can only be supplied by the Holy Ghost: the grace of God in its various expressions. The grace of God supplies to us 
unmerited operation of the gifts of the Spirit through our lives. This makes us the witnesses of the resurrection, 
exalting Christ Jesus, our Lord (Acts 1:8, 22, 4:33). 

“There are fountains flowing from the throne of God, 
overflowing in our lives through love.   
From our bellies pouring forth His Word,  
fountains flowing from the river of God.” 

91 Everything that we do should bring glory to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Who we will worship and adore 
throughout all eternity (Matthew 5:16, 1 Corinthians 6:20, 10:31, Colossians 3:17, 2 Thessalonians 1:10, 1 Peter 1:7, 
4:14). A.T. Robertson, the noted Greek scholar, describes the meaning of “oracle”, ‘logia’ (λόγια), as the utterances 
of God through Christian teachers. When Paul ministered, he did so by the activity of the Spirit – through revelation, 
knowledge, prophecy, or doctrine (1 Corinthians 14:6). Paul also said that when he preached, it would not be with 
the words of man’s wisdom, but with the demonstration of the Spirit and power (1 Corinthians 2:4). 

When God endued the saints with the power of the Holy Spirit, the first thing that happened was the Holy 
Spirit taking over what they were saying (Acts 2:4). When Peter spoke to the great crowd of people gathered that 



strength that God directs92 that in all things God may be glorified through Christ Jesus to Whom 
be the glory and might unto the ages of the ages. Amen! 
12- Beloved, do not be surprised by the fiery93 trial that tries you as though a strange event 
happened to you. 
13- Rather, rejoice as partakers of the sufferings of Christ94, that also in the revealing of His 
glory you may rejoice with great joy. 
14- Happy are you if you are reproached for the name of Christ, because the glory and the Spirit 
of God rest upon you95 – on their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 
15- Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil-doer, or as a meddler in the affairs 
of others – 

                                                                                                                                                                               
day, he did so by the power of the Holy Spirit. For the first time, the true meaning of Joel 2:28-31 was set in its 
proper context (Acts 2:16-21). Through this mighty display of power, the Holy Spirit speaking through men, God 
was glorified through Christ Jesus, and 3,000 souls were added to the Kingdom of God (Acts 2:41). 
92 The Greek word ‘choregeo’ (χορηγέω) is a compound word made up of ‘choros’ (χορός), which means “dance,” 
and ‘ago’ (ἄγω), which means “lead.” The meaning of the word refers to one who leads a chorus or is a director of 
dance. 
93 Fiery trials are inevitable, and no one should be concerned when something happens out of the ordinary. We know 
that God allows the tests we face, but He doesn’t allow us to be tempted above what we are able to bear (1 
Corinthians 10:13). God makes a way for us to escape every trial we go through. It would be wrong for us to submit 
to a trial. In the same way, it would be wrong for us to submit to the temptation of sin. God expects us to arise in 
faith, ending every opposition that we face. The shield of faith that He has given to us is able to quench every fiery 
trial of the wicked one (Ephesians 6:16). To escape fiery trials, we must submit to God and resist the Devil (James 
4:7). Peter tells us that we are to resist the Devil, “firmly in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are 
accomplished by your brethren who are in the world” (1 Peter 5:9). The Psalmist says, “many are the afflictions of 
the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all” (Psalm 34:19). James says, “blessed is he man who endures 
temptation, for after he is tried, he shall receive a crown of life which fades not away” (James 1:12). Jesus says, “in 
this world you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Jesus 
overcame, so we are also able to overcome through His divine power (Revelation 3:21). 
94 Paul expresses his desire to the Philippians to continually be a partaker of the sufferings of Christ (Philippians 
3:10). Peter calls the sufferings of Christ fiery trials that have come to try the saints (1 Peter 4:12). In Hebrews, it is 
revealed that Jesus learned obedience through the things that He suffered (Hebrews 5:8). One of the ways that Christ 
Jesus suffered was through temptation. Yet, He did not sin (Hebrews 2:18, 4:15). 
95 We are called to forsake all and follow Jesus (Matthew 10:37, 19:27, Luke 9:62, 14:33, 36, Philippians 3:8). If we 
will obey God, going everywhere and preaching the gospel to every person, we will undoubtedly run into 
persecution (Matthew 5:11, 28:19 Mark 16:15, John 15:18-20, 2 Thessalonians 1:4). If we stand in righteousness 
and live godly lives, then we will suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12). The good news is that we will experience the 
same glory that came down upon the tabernacle in the wilderness (Exodus 40:34-35). We were baptized in the Holy 
Ghost and fire to live in the glory and the power of this fire (Matthew 3:11, Luke 3:16). If we continue to declare the 
glorious truths of the Kingdom of God, then we will see the expressions of the great exploits of God. Just as in the 
days of Paul, we will be able to say that the word of God grew mightily and prevailed (Acts 19:20). We will give 
witness to Him with great power, and there will be a great grace upon those who cause the world to encounter the 
living God (Acts 4:33). 

Jesus was persecuted by both Satan and man and told us that we would be persecuted too (Matthew 4:1, 
Mark 1:13, Luke 4:2, John 15:20). We cannot count our lives as dear to ourselves (Acts 20:24). Instead, we must be 
willing to take up our cross and follow Jesus (Matthew 10:38, 16:24, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23, Luke 14:27). These are 
the days of great exploits. We cannot love our lives even unto the death (Matthew 10:39, 16:25, Mark 8:35, Luke 
17:33, John 12:25, Revelation 12:11). These are the days in which the glorious appearing of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ is nearer than ever before (Romans 13:11). Soon, everything about the Earth and the governments of 
men will change, and Jesus Christ Himself will come and reign. We must not withhold our voice (Acts 5:20, 29, 
14:3). We must not hide in self-preservation (Philippians 1:14, 20). We must boldly go out and declare the 
wonderful works of God (Psalm 9:1, 26:7, 73:28, 78:4, Ephesians 6:19-20).   



16- but if as a Christian96, do not be ashamed, but in this regard glorify God, 
17- because the time of judgment97 has begun at the house of God – and if first with us, what 
shall the end be of the disobedient who do not follow the gospel of God? 
18- And if the righteous are barely98 saved, where will the ungodly and sinners appear? 
19- Now therefore, those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him by 
doing good, as to a faithful creator. 
 
Chapter 5 
 
1- Therefore, the elders among you I exhort, being a fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of 
Christ and a partaker of the glory about to be revealed. 
2- Shepherd the flock of God among you, taking the oversight99 – not of necessity, but 
voluntarily – according to God and not eager for base gain, but freely, 
3- neither as exercising dominion over the heritage100, but being examples to the flock. 
4- And at the appearing of the Chief Shepherd, you shall receive an unfading crown of glory. 
5- Likewise younger, obey the elder, and everyone be subject one to another, and be clothed 
with humility101, because God battles against anyone who exalts himself above others, but 

                                                       
96 This is one of only three times that the word ‘Christianos’ (Χριστιανός), or “Christian,” is used in the Bible (Acts 
11:26, 26:28). Believers are commonly addressed as “saints” in the New Testament.  
97 The prophet Ezekiel described how God’s judgment begins in His sanctuary. Those who have been given the 
responsibility to oversee the house of God are judged first (Ezekiel 9:6). The judgement that Peter is referring to 
here has already begun among God’s people. It began with the house of Israel 2,000 years ago and is still going 
today. Paul says that if we are chastened, then we are judged of God and will not be condemned with the world (1 
Corinthians 11:32). 
98 The idea of the righteous scarcely being saved must be understood in the light of God’s absolute holiness and 
purity. This fact should also result in a sobriety within the believer, and a realization of the urgency of our need for 
God’s mercy and protection amid a wicked and perverse world. Upon hearing that the “righteous are barely saved," 
we should be left with a certainty that there is no room to justify any compromise with sin and ungodliness (1 
Corinthians 6:9-10, 2 Corinthians 7:1, Galatians 5:19-21, Ephesians 5:3-6, Colossians 3:5-6, Hebrews 10:26-31, 
12:14, 2 Peter 2:20-21, 3:14, Revelation 22:15). 
99 The shepherd of any flock has four basic responsibilities – to provide food and water for the flock, to protect the 
flock against predators, to keep the flock from injuring itself, and to treat wounds and diseases that may threaten the 
flock. Providing food and water is the most important of these four responsibilities (John 21:15-17). God leads His 
sheep into green pastures that are beside still waters (Psalm 23:2). As ministers of the Lord, Jesus Christ, it is our 
responsibility to cooperate with the Holy Spirit. This way, the people of God will be led into the glory and presence 
of God. If we take God’s call upon our lives seriously, then we will remain watchful for anything that would attempt 
to prevent God’s flock from walking into the ever-increasing realms of His glory, of which we are called (Romans 
16:17, 1 Corinthians 5:11, 15:33, Galatians 6:1, Colossians 5:2, 1 Peter 5:8). 
100 Those who are born of the Spirit, redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, are part of the family of God. Thus, they 
are referred to as God’s heirs (Romans 8:17, Galatians 3:29, 4:7, Titus 3:7, James 2:5) It is the responsibility of 
every minister and every saint to realize that the people of God they interact with are joint heirs with Jesus Christ, 
thus making them God’s heritage, or lot. This awareness should cause us to treat one another with the utmost respect 
and love. Jesus said that whatever we do to the least of the brethren (the family of God), we also do to Him 
(Matthew 25:40). We have been taught directly by God that we are to love one another (John 13:34-35, 15:12, 17, 1 
Thessalonians 3:12, 4:9, 1 Peter 1:22, 3:8, 1 John 3:11, 23, 4:7, 11, 2 John 1:5). The love and the respect that we 
have been instructed in by the Holy Spirit should result in the deepest honor and appreciation for one another. When 
we see each other’s shortcomings and faults, we should not despise one another. We should encourage and assist 
one another in whatever help is necessary (2 Corinthians 2:7, Ephesians 4:32, Colossians 3:13). 
101 Humility is one of the chief characteristics of God's nature. Jesus, the servant of all, modeled humility for us 
(Zechariah 9:9, Philippians 2:8). If we are His followers, then we will imitate Him in humility (Matthew 11:29). 
Humility is one of the fruits of the Spirit, and a manifestation that we are giving God control over our lives 



gives grace to the lowly. 

                                                                                                                                                                               
(Galatians 5:23, Colossians 3:12). Through humility, wisdom is established, and by it, the grace of God is poured 
out upon our lives (Proverbs 11:2, James 5:6). The way of God is humility. If we desire to walk in the honor that the 
Heavenly Father wants to give us, then we must first be trained in His humility (Proverbs 15:33, 18:12, 22:4, 29:23). 
True humility, inspired by the Holy Ghost, can only come from the love of God, which we must continually abide in 
if we are to represent Christ Jesus (John 13:34-35, 15:10, 1 John 2:5, Jude 1:20-21). If we are to understand the real 
meaning of humility, we must understand that it is the opposite of pride. Secondly, we must view it as the nature of 
Christ.   

Pride is a serious offense against God and His Kingdom. Through pride, Satan rebelled against God, and it 
is through pride that all rebellion exists to this day (Proverbs 16:18, Isaiah 14:12-14). God has vowed to fight against 
the proud, resolved to bringing all rebellion to an end (Psalm 101:5, James 4:6). The pride of life is just as evil as the 
lust of the flesh or the lust of the eyes (1 John 2:16). Because of the subtlety of the pride of life, it is common in the 
Church. The litmus test of humility against the pride of life is not enforced, and in many cases, not modeled. One 
characteristic of the proud is their unwillingness to submit to authority (1 Timothy 6:3-4, 2 Peter 2:10). They are like 
the waves of the sea who refuse to be stopped, and they believe that their ideas and interests are superior to everyone 
else’s. Pride is behind every defensive action. Warring, strife, and envy all flow from the pride of life. Those who 
are ruled by the pride of life are independent, self-reliant, and always convinced that their way is right. Those who 
speak evil and spew out accusation and discord do so out of the pride of life. The Old Testament Scripture related to 
this passage, Proverbs 3:34, contrasts scorners (or slanderers) to those who are humble (or lowly). The proud still 
focus their venom against the anointing and its authority, in the same way that Satan found an accusation against 
God. They scorn and accuse those who represent God, especially when those people bring forth correction. The only 
way a person can receive correction is by submitting themselves to the humility of the Holy Spirit. 
 Paul lists the proud among the apostates of the last days, those who are lovers of themselves more than 
lovers of God (2 Timothy 3:2-4). Through their own rebellion, the proud create their downfall. The Scripture says, 
“He scatters the proud in the imagination of their hearts" (Luke 1:51). As soon as a person ruled by the demonic 
authority of pride hears correction, they will either scatter or make more trouble. The proud will never humble 
themselves to a place of servitude, nor will they truly submit to God or His servants. They will only accommodate 
others for one reason – to serve their own interest. In the pride of life, men struggle for success and promotion. They 
will do almost anything to achieve their goals. They will slander and defame one another to discredit their perceived 
rivals, with the intent of making themselves shine more brightly than everyone else. 

If we are going to walk with and represent the Lord, the Holy Spirit demands that we be clothed with 
humility. There is no middle ground. You are either walking in humility or in the pride of life. The Greek word used 
in 1 Peter 5:5 for humility refers to a slave’s apron. This reminds us of the time that Jesus clothed himself with a 
towel to wash the disciple’s feet (John 13:5-14). The way of the Kingdom of God is humility. It is the nature of the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore, it must be our nature too. Jesus was God manifested in the flesh. Yet, he was a servant 
among us instead of a prince. Jesus humbled Himself as a servant of all and laid down His life for us (Philippians 
2:7-8). We must be dedicated to serving one another in the same way (John 15:12-13, 1 John 3:16). Jesus submitted 
Himself to the death of the cross for our sakes because the love of God governed His life. We received a 
transformation of nature at the new birth, a conversion that allows us to humble ourselves as a little child and walk 
just as Jesus walked (Matthew 18:3-4, 1 John 2:6, 4:17). We are commanded to do the things Jesus did if we are 
going to be His followers (John 13:15, 34, 14:12, 15:12, 20:21). 

The blessing of choosing humility is always finding God on our side, making His dwelling with us 
(Proverbs 3:34, Isaiah 57:15, 66:2, Luke 1:52, James 4:6, 10, 1 Peter 5:6). Nothing characterizes humility more than 
servitude and submission to the authority of God (Deuteronomy 8:3, Hebrews 13:17). Lowliness, brokenness, and 
being poor in spirit are synonyms of humility that further characterize the nature we should have when we are 
walking in the Spirit and allowing humility to govern our lives. When we are walking in the Spirit, we are no longer 
independent and self-reliant. Through the insight and revelation of the Holy Spirit, we discover our great need for 
one another, and have no problem receiving instruction and correction from those who love us and lead us in the 
ways of righteousness (Psalm 119:165, Proverbs 12:1, 27:5-6, Revelation 3:19). Defensiveness has no place in 
humility. Being filled with confidence and boldness in the Holy Ghost, we can hear instruction without taking 
offense. Our response is filled with grace, not retaliation, even to those who hate us (Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:27, 35, 
Romans 12:14, 1 Corinthians 4:12, 1 Peter 2:23, 3:9). Humility springing forth from the glorious love of God 
compels us to be servants of all, especially the Lord. We obey the Holy Spirit and serve Christ Jesus! 



6- Therefore, humble yourself under the mighty hand of God that you may be exalted in time102, 
7- casting all of your care upon Him because He cares for you. 
8- Think clearly103, be alert – your adversary the Devil goes about as a roaring lion seeking 

                                                       
102 One of the more challenging things that the saints of God must learn is to have absolute trust in God. Self-defense 
and self-preservation are powerful instincts that must be denied. When mistreated, we all find it difficult to naturally 
let it go. Many people believe that they must promote their own interests and defend their own cause to succeed. 
However, when we fully accept that God is absolutely God – the one Who makes the decisions and prepares the way 
beforehand for those who choose to fully trust in Him – then we cease from our own labors, entering His care 
(Hebrews 4:10). Being taught by God, we submit to meekness and lowliness of mind (Psalm 25:9, Matthew 11:29, 
Philippians 2:3). We do not need to promote ourselves, defend ourselves, or champion our own ideas. God Almighty 
rules in the kingdoms of men (Daniel 4:17, 25, 32, 5:21, 6:26). He is the One Who decides all things (Ephesians 
1:11). We can trust that He has our best interests in hand (Matthew 6:8, Romans 8:28). The only way that these 
things can be established within our relationship with God is through suffering wrongly and enduring the hardships 
that come our way (1 Peter 2:19-20). He has given us His nature, but we must learn to walk in it (Romans 12:2, 2 
Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 4:23-24). 

We must submit ourselves to His control and allow Him to prepare us for every good work (2 Timothy 
2:21, James 4:7). It doesn’t matter what we think. The law of the Spirit demands that we have humility before honor 
(Proverbs 15:33, 18:12, 22:4, 29:23). The glory and honor that the Lord has for us, in which Christ Jesus is glorified 
through our lives, belongs to Him (John 17:22). Therefore, trust must be established in our relationship with Him 
through a surrendered heart in submission to His will. If we entrust ourselves to His care, He will exalt us to what 
He has planned for our lives. Only He can bring this to pass! When we are threatened, persecuted, or denied things 
by the acts of others, we must not defend ourselves. When it seems as though everything is against us, and that the 
known will of God for our lives is not being revealed, we must humble ourselves, knowing that the Lord will work 
everything out for His purposes (Romans 8:28). He will protect us, perform His Word for us, and bring to pass His 
divine plan without our help. The abundant life is allowing God to be God, the One in charge of our lives. In His 
care, the emotional turmoil and drama of the things that oppose us no longer have the power to toss us around like 
the waves of the sea. Those who love us today and hate us tomorrow are no longer able to cause the sorrow of 
rejection in our hearts. We are safely kept by the One Who watches over all, Who will cause us to inherit all His 
promises, and Who stands as the security for all of our interests. 

Just like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, we must yield our bodies and lives to Him in complete trust 
(Daniel 3:16-18, 28, Romans 12:1). We must learn not to retaliate, but to put trust in the One Who judges 
righteously (Matthew 5:39, 1 Corinthians 4:12, 1 Peter 2:22-23). We must learn to bless when we are persecuted, 
and to never speak poorly of anyone (Matthew 5:10-11, 44, Romans 12:14, Titus 3:2, James 3:10, 4:11, 1 Peter 3:9-
10). We must learn to interact with God as the one Who reigns supremely, Who is actively involved in our every 
breath (Genesis 2:7, Job 12:10, 33:4, Psalm 139:16, Daniel 5:23, Luke 12:7, Acts 17:25). It doesn’t matter how 
others may treat us. All that matters is how we treat them. Whether another person forgives us or loves us is 
irrelevant. We always forgive and love, so that no injury or hurt can cling to our hearts. By these spiritual laws, we 
can rise to the greatness that God has called us to walk in as His representatives. When we walk in His ways, His 
conduct, and His divine nature, we shine as lights to the world, taking our place among those who will walk with 
God both now and forever (Philippians 2:15, 1 John 2:17). Humility is complete reliance upon God. 
103 Serving God demands constant obedience. The Greek word, ‘nepho’ (νήφω), which is translated as “to think 
clearly,” means to be sober. Philo went so far as to say that being sober was an act of recognizing that God is God 
(The Works of Philo- Posterity 175). It may be said that being sober is the constant recognition that God is God. 
There is no room for us to have fuzziness of mind about what is really going on in this world. We are in the midst of 
a spiritual battle for our soul and the souls of men (2 Corinthians 10:4, Ephesians 6:12). It is imperative that we 
recognize our calling as soldiers in the army of God and children with the authority to represent God’s cause in the 
Earth (John 1:12, Acts 1:8, 2 Corinthians 5:20, 2 Timothy 2:3-4). 

 It is imperative for us to recognize that we are no match for the Devil on our own. We must continually 
find ourselves under the protection of the Word of God, which is like a sword (Luke 2:35, Ephesians 6:17, Hebrews 
4:12, Revelation 1:16, 2:16). We must be willing to rely upon the strength of the Lord and the power of His might, 
which is supplied to us by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 3:16, 6:10). We must not be ignorant of Satan’s devices (2 
Corinthians 2:11). If we become slow of thought through intoxication by various forms of temptation and deception, 
then Satan will gain an advantage over us. However, if we hold tightly to the Word of God, in obedience to His will, 
we will find the ability to cast down every attempt that Satan makes towards destroying us, our families, our 



someone to devour104, 
9- whom you must resist firmly in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are accomplished 
by your brethren who are in the world. 
10- And the God of all grace, Who called you into His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you 
having suffered105 a little, will restore you, establish, strengthen, set firm. 
                                                                                                                                                                               
churches, and our communities. We can discern a play on words in this Scripture. If we refuse to be sober, ‘nepho,’ 
and instead swallow what would intoxicate or deceive us, then Satan will swallow us up – ‘katapino’ (καταπίνω), 
which means “devour.” 
104 If there is one thing that God’s people need to be sober about, it is the fact that we are in the midst of a conflict 
between good and evil (Genesis 3:22, Deuteronomy 30:15, Psalm 34:14, Isaiah 7:15, 55:7, Romans 6:16, 12:9, 
Hebrews 5:14, 1 Peter 3:11). This is a battle between the sons of God and the power of darkness (John 1:12, 2 
Corinthians 10:3, Ephesians 6:10-12, 1 John 2:14, 3:7-10, 3 John 1:11). The captain of our salvation has defeated 
Satan and his reign of terror over mankind. Yet, a battle rages on (Romans 5:15-21, Hebrews 2:10, 1 Peter 4:1-2).  
 You may ask how both are possible. How can Satan be defeated and yet still be in a fight? There are two 
parallel kingdoms that run side by side in this present age – the kingdom of darkness and the Kingdom of the Dear 
Son (John 14:30, 17:14-16, Acts 26:18, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2, Colossians 1:13, 1 John 2:16, 4:4-5, 5:19). 
Jesus was manifested to destroy the works of darkness (Hebrews 2:14, 1 John 3:8). In doing so, He destroyed the 
Devil, who has the power of death. Jesus abolished death, bringing life and immortality to light (Hosea 13:14, 2 
Timothy 1:10). Yet at the same time, Satan is still at work for a period of time, exercising his dominion over those 
who are lost. Satan also desires to overthrow the faith of those who belong to the Kingdom of the Dear Son 
(Matthew 7:15, 13:19, Mark 4:15, Luke 8:12, 22:31, Acts 20:29, Galatians 3:1, 2 Timothy 2:18, 1 Peter 2:1, 1 John 
4:1-3). If we walk in obedience to God, Satan can’t exercise any form of dominion over us, nor can he touch us 
(Romans 6:1-23, 1 John 2:13-14, 5:4, 18). We have been given power over all of Satan’s works by the authority that 
has been given to us in Christ Jesus, to trample them under our feet. (Psalm 91:13, Luke 10:19, Romans 16:20). 

The name “Satan” means enemy or adversary. He is a formidable foe, having a power of deception and 
deceit that can even overthrow the very elect, if he were allowed to unleash his power without restraint upon the 
saints (Matthew 24:11, 24, Mark 13:22, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 3:17). Through Peter, the Holy Spirit warns us to be 
continually aware of the attacks that Satan attempts to launch against us (2 Corinthians 2:11, 11:14-15). We are 
called to be strong in the strength of the Lord and the power of His might, standing against all the deceptive tricks 
that Satan attempts to use to devour and destroy us (Ephesians 6:10-11). As our adversary, he is a devil set against 
all of mankind, a slanderer and accuser. The weapon that he uses to destroy mankind is sin. Through the act of sin, 
this battle was set into motion, and it remains the central conflict to this day (Genesis 3:1-6, Romans 5:12). If we 
don’t acknowledge the fact that sin is far more than something we choose as an alternative to righteousness, there is 
no possible way for us to be sober about the battle we are engaged in. We need to feel the same way about sin that 
God does. God hates sin (Psalm 5:5, 45:7, 97:10, 119:104, 128, Proverbs 6:16-19, 8:13, Amos 5:15, Habakkuk 1:13, 
Romans 12:9, Jude 1:23). He has judged sin as worthy of an eternal torture in the place called Hell (Matthew 8:12, 
13:42, 50, 22:13, 25:41, 46, Mark 9:43-48, Luke 16:22-25, 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9, Jude 1:7, Revelation 21:8). So 
many people have a difficult time understanding that a loving God could create a place as terrible as Hell. They fail 
to understand how terrible sin is to God, and what a terrible offense it is against life. We need to have the same 
insight and revelation of the devices of Satan, seeing them as weapons of the power of darkness, set against us to 
destroy all of mankind. 

As soldiers of the Kingdom of God, we have been given weapons and authority to destroy every work of 
darkness (2 Corinthians 10:4, Ephesians 6:10-17). We have been given the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God, to destroy every one of Satan’s lies (Ephesians 6:17, Hebrews 4:12). We have been given the weapons of 
righteousness on our right and left hands to overthrow all unrighteousness. Like the mighty men of David’s army, 
we are trained by the Holy Spirit to use both our right and left hands with equal effectiveness in our battle against 
sin (2 Corinthians 6:7). We must yield our members as weapons of righteousness against sin (Romans 6:13). 
105 Peter uses the Greek word, ‘pasko’ (πάσχω), which is translated as “suffering,” eleven times in his First Epistle 
(1 Peter 2:19, 20, 21, 23, 3:14, 17, 18, 4:1,15, 19, 5:10). He begins this Epistle by stating that it is a little distressing 
for those who are in need of the testing of their faith through a great variety of trials. There is beauty in the trials, in 
the purity of faith that it brings forth. In the same way that fire purifies gold, trials purify faith (1 Peter 1:6-8). It is 
safe to say that this is one of the dominant themes of Peter’s message. We can look forward to the fact that God will 
restore us, establish us, strengthen us, and set us firmly in place. This work of grace strengthens us, so that we will 
never be removed. Then, at the appearing of our Lord, Jesus, our faith will be found unto glory, praise, and honor. 



11- To Him be glory and might to the ages of the ages. Amen! 
12- I wrote a little to you through your faithful brother, Silvanus, as I thought best, exhorting and 
witnessing this to be the true grace of God, in which you stand. 
13- Those chosen together with you in Babylon greet you – also Mark, my son. 
14- Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all those in Christ Jesus. Amen! 

                                                                                                                                                                               
Those who trust in the Lord will be as Mount Zion. They will be a tree planted by the waters, and everything they do 
will be blessed (Psalm 1:3, Jeremiah 17:8). The trials we face are all to work an unmovable trust and confidence in 
God. “They that trust in the LORD shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abides forever” (Psalms 
125:1). 


