The Second Epistle of John
1- The Presbyter138, to the elect lady and to her children139, whom I love in truth140, and
not I only, but also all those who have known the truth,
2- because the truth abides in us and will be with us forever141.
3- Shall be with us grace, peace and mercy from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son of the Father142, in truth and love.
4- I greatly rejoiced that I found your children walking in truth, just as we received a
commandment from the Father.
138 John never clamored in any of his writings to be known as an apostle or by any extravagant titles. He
referred to Himself as ‘ho presbyteros’ (ὁ πρεσβύτερος / the Presbyter). The only other title that we know
that he referred to himself as was the “disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 19:26, 20:2, 21:7, 20). Before
A.D. 70, “elder” had become the title for the officials of the synagogue. Presbyteros is found 66 times in
the New Testament. It first occurs in Matthew 15:2, “Why do your disciples transgress the tradition of the
elders?” Peter also referred to himself a ‘presbyteros’ (πρεσβύτερος) (1 Peter 5:1). Paul also ordained
‘presbyteros’ in every church (Acts 14:23).
139 This is a unique address by John. This is a term of endearment and respect given to a woman. To
conclude that this is how he would address the church is unsubstantiated by Scripture. It is advisable
therefore for us to take this as a personal address to a chosen woman of God and her children, who John
had oversight of. John also refers to her sister and nephews greeting her (2 John 1:13). This woman may be
considered as a handmaiden of the Lord with a special influence among the saints where she lived.
However, there are those who believe that this terminology was used by John during a time of intense
persecution to protect the recipients (Kistemaker, S. J., & Hendriksen, W. (1953–2001). Exposition of
James and the Epistles of John (Vol. 14, p. 374).).
140 Being in truth (‘en aletheia’ / ἐν ἀλήθεια) is an attribute of one having the indwelling Holy Spirit. It is
the result of being in Christ Jesus, Who personifies the truth (John 14:6). Being in Christ Jesus, we walk in
the Spirit of truth, Who is the Holy Spirit – Who is both with us and in us (John 14:17, 15:26, Ephesians
5:9, 1 Peter 1:22, 1 John 5:6). The only way that we can be in the truth is to live by the Word of truth and
yield to the Spirit of truth (John 8:31, 16:13, 17:17). The truth is the realm of God: the place where Satan
refused to dwell. Because we have known the truth, Christ Jesus, the truth, has set us free from slavery to
the Satanic lie (John 8:44). As the children of God who have been begotten of the Father, we live by the
Word of truth and walk in the Spirit of truth, worshiping God in Spirit and truth.
141 The Truth Who is in us, and will abide with us forever, is the Holy Spirit. In Him is no deception or
false information. We are in the truth because we are in Christ Jesus. Jesus is the One Who is full of truth,
and the only One Who can give truth to men (John 1:14, 17, 14:6). It is this truth that sets men free from
the bondage of sin and deception (John 8:32). It is the truth that enables men to be true worshipers – for
men may only worship God in truth (John 4:23-24). The Holy Spirit, Who we have received from God, is
the Spirit of truth – and the world, which lies in darkness and deception, cannot receive Him (John 14:17).
It is the work of the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth (John 16:13). All we must do is be
willing to simply yield ourselves to the Spirit of God and be obedient children, not fashioning ourselves
after the world, and we will be led into all the fullness of the truth of God’s Word and way.
The anointing that we have received, which is the divine empowerment to walk as the sons of
God, teaches us all things, and is truth (John 1:12, 1 John 2:27). Jesus prayed that the Father would sanctify
His disciples with the truth, and also made it known that this was why He set Himself apart to die for us
(John 17:17, 19). “Walking in the truth” is synonymous with “walking in the Spirit” (Romans 8:1, 4,
Galatians 5:16, 25), “walking in the light” (John 8:12, Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:7), “walking in love”
(Ephesians 5:2), and “living by the Word” (John 8:32, 17:17, 1 John 2:14). When we walk in truth, we are
sure to walk in the Spirit, in the light, and in love, bearing the fruits of the written Word. All we need to do
is find ourselves in love with Jesus today. If we will allow the anointing that we have received to both
inspire us and guide us, we will find ourselves believing and doing only the truth.
142 John continually emphasized the incarnation of God the Word as the only begotten Son of the Father,
driving home the importance of the distinction between the two (John 1:1-2, 14, 18, 3:35, 5:19, 20-23, 26,
6:27, 40, 42, 8:28, 10:36, 14:13, 17:1, 1 John 1:3, 2:22-24, 4:14, 2 John 1:3, 9). Many today think that they
understand these things better than John did.
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5- And now I ask you, dear lady, not as though I were writing a new commandment143 to
you, but the one we have had from the beginning: let us love one another.
6- And this is the love144: that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment, just as you have heard it from the beginning, so that you may walk in it.
7- Because many deceivers145 have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus
Christ coming in the flesh146 – this is the deceiver and the antichrist147.

The apostolic authority of John the ‘Presbyteros’ (Elder) was used to emphasize the command of God to
the church. Nearly every time John talked about the love that those in the church were to have for one
another, he used the word “commandment.” (John 13:34, 15:12, 1 John 2:7-10, 3:11, 23, 4:7, 11-12, 21, 2
John 1:6). Certainly, the commandment to love one another takes a supreme position, because love fulfills
all of the law, and works no wrong-doing to anyone (Romans 13:8, 10). The love that we are to walk in is
the same love of God that He has loved us with. This is the strongest testimony of the new birth and divine
nature – for without this miracle change of nature, it would be impossible to have such love. This love can
only be displayed as we walk in the Spirit and yield ourselves to His rulership and divine expression
through our lives (John 15:12). God’s love must regulate all of our conduct.
144 God has called us to a relationship of love. Our obedience to Him must be one of familial devotion, not
of legal obligation. If we love Him, we will obey Him, and our obedience is a testimony of our love (John
15:10, 14). If we are truly walking in truth, we will also walk in love. It is a mistake to become such an
ardent defender of the truth that those that we are speaking to do not receive the compassion and love by
which it must be delivered (Ephesians 4:15).
145 The true test of being born of the Spirit, and thus a disciple of Jesus Christ, is walking in love (John
13:34-35, 15:12, 1 John 3:23, 4:21). If a person has the confession that God was manifested in the flesh,
which is the same as saying that Jesus came in the flesh, then they are of God. At the same time, that
confession must have worked within their life the change that the new creation produces. The foremost
characteristic of that change is walking in love. If a person does not walk in the nature of God, then their
confession is made void, and they are found to be a deceiver and an antichrist. Antichrist is the antithesis of
the anointing, which is the ability given to us by the Spirit to walk in the ways of Christ. This contrast is
exemplified in 1 John 2:18-27. Without the Holy Spirit’s anointing, we cannot walk in love – thus is the
deceiver exposed.
146 This is very similar to the confession of 1 John 4:2, “Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.” The confession
of 1 John 4:2 is a perfect participle of ‘erchesthai’ (ἔρχεσθαι / “is come”). Though this verse contains the
present participle of ‘erchesthai,’ “coming” is translated in the present tense. In both cases, the incarnation
of Jesus, while important, does not appear to be the main point – but rather, the present activity of the life
of Jesus Christ in us, operating through the anointing of the Holy Ghost. When Polycarp quoted this verse,
he said, “Many deceivers went out into the world, not confessing Jesus Christ coming in the flesh. This
is…antichrist.” While it is true that some scholars regard this as a future ‘parousia’ (παρουσία) of Christ
Jesus, it is certainly linked to the “paraclete,” Who presently comes to the believer, bringing with Him the
indwelling Christ (John 14:16-17, 23, 1 John 3:24). We can conclude from many verses in the writings of
John that Christ’s dwelling in us and our dwelling in Him was foremost in the message of salvation that
was given to Him by Jesus.
The coming of Jesus Christ still abides with us, because when we were born of God, we received
the life of Christ Jesus, and can say that Christ is in us (Galatians 2:20, Colossians 1:27). The same
anointing from the life of the Spirit remains in His brethren. Paul refers to believers as those who “are
Christ’s at His coming” (1 Corinthians 15:23), who are personal possessions of Christ (1 Corinthians 6:1920, Ephesians 1:14, 1 John 5:12), and who are kept by the power of God (Philippians 2:13, 1 Peter 1:5).
147 The spirit of the antichrist and the spirit of deceit work in conjunction with one another. In 1 John 2:26,
3:7, and 4:6, the spirit of antichrist was revealed in those who refused to remain in the church that the
apostle John belonged to. John reveals that all who broke off fellowship with them were in fact children of
the Devil (1 John 2:19, 3:8). One is either led by the Spirit of truth and has the anointing, or is led by
deception and has the spirit of antichrist (1 John 4:6). The “going out” from fellowship with the church in 1
John 2:19 is comparable to the “going out” of Judas after the Devil had entered into him (John 13:27, 30).
The ultimate deception does not usually take place in a person’s life all at once. Rather, one deception leads
to another until not only has a person left the assembly of God’s people, but they also deny that Jesus Christ
ever came into their lives or into the world.
143
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8- You yourselves should watch out that you do not lose what you have worked148 for –
rather receive your full wages.
9- Everyone who transgresses149 and does not remain in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. Those who abide in this doctrine of Christ150 also have the Father and the Son.
10- If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your
house151, and do not say to him, “Be well152.”
There is little doubt that these deceivers, or false prophets, looked and acted like those who had
fellowship with God, and would even be able to deceive the elect lady. Therefore, John tells them to watch
out for these deceivers, lest they end up losing everything because of the deceiver’s snare. The idea of
losing those things that they had worked for in God is offensive to some. However, there are many verses
of Scripture throughout the New Testament to substantiate this position. John 6:27 uses both of these Greek
words: “work (‘ergazesthai’ / ἐργάζεσθαι) not for the food that perishes (“subject to loss,” ‘apollynai’/
ἀπόλλυναι), but for the food that abides unto eternal life, which the Son of man shall give you…”. Also in
Hebrews 11:6, “God is a Rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” These scriptures do not subtract
from the free gift of salvation or from the message of Romans 4:4-5, which makes a distinction between the
wages due to the one who works and the free gift. Instead, it serves to reinforce the demand to be obedient
and faithful to God after having received the free gift, “Everyone’s work shall be revealed: for the day shall
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire, for the fire shall prove everyone’s work, of what sort it is. If
anyone’s work remains, which he built thereon, he shall receive a reward” (1 Corinthians 3:13-14).
149Those who “transgress” (‘parabainein’ / παραβαίνειν) are the same as those who ‘went out’ in 1 John
2:19 and 1 John 2:26. They were once in fellowship with God, and they became ensnared by the antichrist
spirit. Other traditions use the word ‘proagein,’ (προάγειν) which means “to lead forth.” We may
scripturally understand that these transgressors were attempting to lead all that they could away from the
fellowship with the brethren, who were the only ones who had the doctrine of Christ (1 John 1:3, 4:6).
These were men like those Paul referred to in 2 Corinthians 11:4, “who preach another Jesus.”
150 The doctrine of Christ carries dual meanings, for it refers to those things that He taught while on the
Earth and that which is transmitted by the Holy Spirit (John 14:26, 16:14-15). In other words, the doctrine
of Christ is the entirety of the New Testament. Clearly, John teaches that being in God is evidenced by the
fruits of our lives, even as he did in his first epistle. If we remain in the doctrine of Christ, we will walk in
His love. The New Testament is the declaration of the new life in Christ, and the evidence that will be
observed in those who are born again.
It is plain to see the contrast that exists between the Christ and the antichrist. The anointing
supplies the essential power to do and know everything that God has willed for our lives (John 14:26, 1
John 2:27). The anointing supplied by the Holy Spirit testifies to the life of Christ, and provides the fruits of
a changed life (John 3:5, 2 Corinthians 1:21, 1 John 3:6). Without the anointing that comes from the
indwelling of the paraclete (Holy Spirit), it would be impossible to love with the divine love that the
doctrine of Christ has commanded (John 13:34, 15:12, Romans 5:5, Galatians 5:22, 1 John 2:10, 3:11, 4:711).
151 The early church practiced separation from those who did not teach the doctrine of Christ. If we show
acceptance, or any similitude of fellowship, with those who teach false-doctrines, then we have empowered
them to influence others. We are to fellowship with those that walk in the light as He is in the light (1 John
1:7). We all have to recognize that those we fellowship with will have an impact on our lives. Yet, probably
one of the biggest concerns was to help those in the church to have a defense against following all the ideas
and doctrines of men that were floating around. It was important to both John and Paul to not allow things
that were contrary to the doctrine and nature of Christ to be identified with His church. This would help to
prevent a misrepresentation of the gospel, or an acceptance of things that would lead people away, or even
the creation of a stumbling block before one of the little ones in the church who might be led away,
thinking that the wrong person was a trustworthy representative of Christ.
Paul also told the Thessalonians not to fellowship with certain brethren over far less grievous
offenses, “And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with
him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother” (2
Thessalonians 3:14-15). Also, concerning certain sins that were practiced, Paul said, “Purge out therefore
the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed
for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7). If a person did not love Jesus, then Paul said to the Corinthians to let him be
accursed: “If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema maranatha” (1 Corinthians
16:22). Finally, Paul said to Titus, “A man that is a heretic, after the first and second admonition reject,
148
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11- For whoever says to him, “Be well,” shares with his evil works.
12- I have much to write to you, but I do not want to with paper and ink – rather I hope to
come to you and talk face to face, that your joy may be full.
13- The children of your elect sister greet you. Amen.

knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sins, being condemned of himself” (Titus 3:10-11). If a man
is called a brother, and is a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner, we are commanded not to eat with such a person (1 Corinthians 5:9, 11). It is one thing to reach
out to people who do not know the Lord, but it is altogether a different thing to be identified with such
people. Although God loves the world so much that He sent Jesus to die for them, He is not a friend to the
world. Friendship with the world is an act of hostility against God (James 4:4).
152 The Greek word used here is ‘chairo,’ (χαίρω) which literally means “rejoice, be glad.” This word could
also be translated as “grace,” or “hail, joy to you” as a greeting, and would have meant, “enjoy a state of
happiness or well-being.” It was an early church greeting that was associated with recognizing a fellow
Christian as a brother or sister in Christ. To suggest that a person who was walking in this kind of error was
a brother incurred a severe penalty. This was probably looked on as casting a stumbling block before one of
the little ones in the church who might be led away thinking that such a person was a trustworthy Christian.
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