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The Second General Epistle of Peter 
 
Chapter 1 
 
1- Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those equally honored1 with us, having 
obtained faith by the righteousness of our God and our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
2- Grace to you, and peace multiplied by an exact2 knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. 
3- As His Divine Power3 has given us all things pertaining to life and godliness through the 
knowledge of the One Who has called us to glory4 and virtue5, 
                                                 
1 The Greek word, ‘isotimos’ (ἰσότιμος), may be translated as “equally honored,” or “equally precious.” It is a 
compound word which is derived from the words ‘iso’ (ίσω), which is translated as “equal,” and ‘time’ (τιμή), 
which is translated as “honor.” 
2 The Greek word for “knowledge” used here is ‘epignosis’ (ἐπίγνωσις). It is a specific word that is translated as “the 
correct knowledge,” or “precise knowledge.” A.T. Robertson translates ‘epignosis’ (ἐπίγνωσις) as “full knowledge,” 
and believes that this word is used in contrast to the Gnostics – who claim that they have a special knowledge. 
However, in keeping with the text, Peter may be referring to a matured knowledge that results from walking in 
obedience to God. 
3 The divine power of the Lord, Jesus Christ, has been extended to us, without limitation, through the Holy Spirit 
(John 3:34). When a person calls upon the name of the Lord, Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God comes upon them and 
changes them into a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17, Romans 10:13, Colossians 3:10). When a person has been 
born of God, they have received the capacity to walk in the glory and the virtue of the One Who redeemed them. By 
this awesome work of grace, the ability to walk in everything that pertains to life and godliness is supplied. Every 
dimension of His abundant life and power of godliness has been extended to us so that we may say, “as He is, so are 
we in this world” (1 John 4:17). 
4 “Glory” refers to that which belongs to the heavenly, and more specifically, the divine. However, it can also refer 
to riches and superior qualities of a man. The usage here refers to the glory that God has given to us, which belongs 
to Him (Psalm 3:3, 62:7, Isaiah 60:1-2, Luke 2:32, John 1:14, 5:44, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Ephesians 3:16). There are 
several examples of the glory that believers are called to, both in this life and in the future. Jesus gave us the same 
glory that the Father gave to Him while He was on this Earth (John 17:21-23). The indwelling of Christ is our glory, 
and the activity of the Holy Spirit in our life is the expression of His divine glory (Colossians 1:27). The expression 
of His glory consists of every dimension of His life and nature that we have been given. The signs, wonders, and 
miracles that we have been anointed to do show forth His glory (Numbers 14:22, John 2:11). 
5 The regeneration received through the new birth resulted in our lives being completely transformed. Now, we are 
to grow and mature into all the fullness of Christ (Ephesians 4:13, 15, Colossians 3:10, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 2:2, 2 Peter 
3:18). By His divine power, God has given us a new life and has filled us with His precious Holy Spirit. Phrases 
such as “the new creation,” “the new man,” “sonship,” “the anointing,” and “Christ in us,” are expressions of the 
divine nature we have received (John 1:12, Romans 8:14-17, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 4:6-7, Ephesians 4:24, 1 
John 3:1).  Through this miracle of grace, we have everything we need to walk in His life and godliness. The 
outworking of the miracle life of Christ in us is glory, on the scale that the Father gave to Jesus, and virtue, modeled 
by the life of Jesus (Matthew 11:29, John 17:21-22). 

Make no mistake. Glory and virtue are essential to the witness that we have been born of the Spirit 
(Matthew 3:10, 7:16-20, Luke 13:6-9, John 15:2, 8, Romans 6:22, Galatians 5:22-23, Ephesians 5:9, Philippians 
1:11, Colossians 1:10, Hebrews 12:11).  If we fail to give ourselves over to walking in glory and virtue, we are 
refusing to walk in the Spirit (Romans 8:4, 14,16, Galatians 5:16). The life of God dwelling in us can only be 
expressed by godliness (Psalm 4:3, 1 Timothy 4:7, 6:3, 6, Titus 2:12). In this fellowship, there is no room for demon 
spirits and their worldly lusts – which are the opposite of glory and virtue (Romans 8:5, 13:13-14, Galatians 5:24, 
6:8, 1 John 1:6-7, 2:16). Peter said that if we do not actively have these virtues in our lives, as expressions of the life 
of God, then we are blind and have forgotten that we were purged from sin (2 Peter 1:9, 1 John 2:11). 

We have been given everything that we need to live a heavenly and godly life, so why would we want any 
other existence? Jesus has given us the abundant life, the life of the Spirit, and eternal life. All these expressions 
depict the life of God, which we now have (John 3:15-16, 4:14, 5:24, 6:40, 47, 54, 10:10, 28, 12:25, 17:2-3, Romans 
2:7, 5:21, 6:22-23, Galatians 6:8, 1 Timothy 1:16, Titus 1:2, 3:7, 1 John 1:12, 2:25, 5:13). There isn’t any reason for 
us to enjoy anything less than walking in oneness and in fellowship with the Lord, Jesus Christ, in Whom all the 
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4- through which precious and exceedingly great promises are given to us, that through these you 
may be partakers of the divine nature6, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. 
5- For this reason7, give all diligence8, supply by your faith9 excellence of character, and with 
excellence of character, knowledge, 

                                                                                                                                                             
fullness of Divine Power dwells (John 1:14, 16, Colossians 1:19, 2:9-10). We have been given more than a cloud by 
day and a fire by night; we have been baptized in the Holy Ghost and fire (Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 
7:38-39, Acts 1:5, 8, 2:4, 33, 11:16)! The divine power of God, which lives in us, should shine with the brightness of 
Heaven (Daniel 12:3, Matthew 13:43). Our lives should radiate integrity, honesty, and the highest ethics in 
relationships – with both God and man (1 Kings 9:4, 1 Chronicles 29:17, Job 2:3, 31:6, Psalm 7:8, 26:1, 11, 101:2, 
Proverbs 2:7, Romans 13:13, 2 Corinthians 8:21, 13:7, 1 Thessalonians 4:12, Hebrews 13:18). We must be willing 
to give ourselves continually to His love, humility, and servitude (Micah 6:8, John 12:26, 13:34-35, 15:12, Romans 
13:8, Ephesians 5:2, Philippians 2:3-4, 1 Peter 1:22, 1 John 4:7). This requires our constant attention. We must give 
all diligence to having these virtues manifested in our lives, for this is a testimony of the certainty of our calling and 
election (2 Peter 1:10). God, Who has called us, has also empowered us to fulfill this call by His divine power (John 
15:16, Romans 8:28, Philippians 2:13, 1 Thessalonians 5:24, 2 Timothy 1:9, 1 Peter 1:15-16). Through His divine 
power, we have the life and godliness of Jesus. By obedience to the faith, His glory and virtue produce the blessings 
of God in every dimension of our lives (Romans 1:5, 16:26, Ephesians 3:20). This is the true riches: the treasure that 
we have from God (Matthew 6:19-21, 13:44, 19:21, 2 Corinthians 4:7, Colossians 2:2-3, Hebrews 11:26). Every 
person who is born of God should have no greater desire than to walk in this heavenly way, and to do those things 
that always please the Father (John 8:29, Hebrews 10:7, 13:21, 1 John 3:22). 
6 The “divine nature” means the same thing as the “new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 
4:24, Colossians 3:10). The message of this verse is primarily the same message that was given by Paul in 2 
Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new.” When a person is born of the Spirit, they become the servant of Jesus Christ, and do the 
will of God from the heart (John 3:6, Romans 8:2, Ephesians 6:6). The divine nature, which is the nature of Christ 
Jesus, empowers us to escape the sinful desires that exist in the realms of the world. All that is in the world - the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life - are satanic influences, and result in the corruption of the spirit, 
the soul, and the body (Exodus 32:7, Deuteronomy 31:29, Romans 6:23, Galatians 6:8, Ephesians 4:22, 1 John 2:15-
17). 
7 A.T. Robertson writes that the phrase ‘kai auto touto de’ (καί αὐτό τοῦτο δέ) means, “Yes, and for this very cause.” 
However, being as literal as possible, the phrase means “and this is it also.” Using either definition, Peter is 
highlighting the practical application of obedience. The divine nature has empowered us by the nature of Jesus to 
behave ourselves accordingly (Ephesians 2:10, Titus 2:14, Hebrews 5:9). Peter brings a message of coming to the 
correct knowledge and to spiritual maturity. If obedience is not the result of our encounter with His divine power, 
then we have failed to understand why Christ Jesus died and rose again.  
8 The Greek word, ‘spoude’ (σπουδή), denotes urgency and may be rendered as “haste.” When it is seen together 
with the Greek word ‘pasan’ (πᾶσαν), the urgency is even more resounding. This phrase may be defined as “all 
haste.” 
9 The Greek phrase, ‘en te pistei’ (ἐν τέ πίστει), which means, “in the faith,” or “by the faith,” goes beyond the Law 
and human discipline. “In the faith” should not be understood as “in a particular religion,” or as some other concept 
of religious conviction. On the contrary, faith is the activity of the supernatural and the divine working of God’s 
grace. Through faith, God created everything. Through faith, the mouths of lions were shut, and the violence of fire 
was quenched. (Hebrews 11:3, 33-34). Through faith, every miracle that Jesus worked by the Spirit took place (Acts 
3:16, Galatians 3:5). Within the gospels, faith is always equated to the miracles that Jesus did (Matthew 8:10, 26, 
9:2, 22, 29, 14:31, 15:28, 17:20, 21:21, Mark 4:39-40, 10:52, 11:22, Luke 8:47-48, 17:5-6, 19, 18:42). The miracles 
Jesus did for those who believed in Him were accomplished by the activity of faith (Acts 3:16, 6:8, 14:9, Galatians 
3:5, 2 Thessalonians 1:11, Hebrews 11:5, 11, 29-30, 32-35, James 5:15, 1 John 5:4). The attributes of God’s nature 
in God’s people are supplied by faith, not by human discipline (Ephesians 2:8-9, 2 Timothy 1:9). Therefore – virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love are supplied through the realm of faith (2 
Peter 1:5-7). The Greek phrase, ‘en te pistei,’ is found four times in the New Testament. It is found in the dative 
form and translated in the Authorized Version as “in the faith,” in every instance except for 2 Peter 1:5 (1 
Corinthians 16:13, 2 Corinthians 13:5, Titus 1:13). 
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6- and with knowledge, self-control10, and with self-control, patience, and with patience, 
godliness, 
7- and with godliness, brotherly-kindness, and in brotherly-kindness, the love. 
8- For these things being in you and abounding, you shall not be barren or unfruitful in the 
complete knowledge of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
9- For the one, in whom these things are not present, is blind and short-sighted, forgetting that he 
was cleansed from his former11 sins. 
10- On account of this, brethren, instead be diligent to make your calling and election12 sure13 – 

                                                 
10 The Greek word translated as “temperance,” ‘enkrateia’ (ἐγκράτεια), means “lordship or dominion over oneself.” 
Paul uses this word in 1 Corinthians 9:25 to describe the discipline that an athlete must have to win a crown. 
Temperance was one of the three main subjects that Paul focused on in his ministry to Felix (Acts 24:25). 
Temperance refers to self-restraint and is observed through self-control and discipline. It is thought of as the 
cornerstone to all other virtues. If a person does not have the ability to control themselves, then no other virtue is 
possible. One of the easiest ways to grasp the meaning of temperance is by recognizing that it is a synonym for self-
discipline. However, in the Bible, we find the term temperance, not self-discipline. When this word was used in 
Greek culture, self-discipline was referred to in respect to sexual purity and proper restraints with food. Job made a 
covenant with his eyes not to behold a maiden (Job 31:1), and Proverbs demands that a person who is given to an 
appetite places a knife to his throat to ensure that there is no overeating (Proverbs 23:2). 

Unfortunately, there seems to be very little focus in sermons and in individual application of our 
responsibility to give ourselves to the practice of these virtues. We need to become familiar with practical 
applications in our lives of the conduct that God demands. After all, we have been given the nature of God, the 
divine nature (Ephesians 4:24, Colossians 3:10, 2 Peter 1:4). Therefore, we do not need to acquire these virtues, but 
merely walk in them. There is no question that Peter demands such an application in our lives. Furthermore, he 
made it essential to ensure our calling and election in Christ Jesus (2 Peter 1:10). Peter says, that if we lack these 
things, we are blind and cannot see, and have forgotten that we were purged from a sinful nature (2 Peter 1:9). We 
have been given the divine nature and the help of the Holy Spirit to walk in the highest level of expression of these 
virtues (Galatians 5:22-23, Ephesians 5:9). If we give ourselves diligently to walking in the ways of God, and to 
conducting ourselves properly in this divine nature, then we are promised that we will never stumble (1 Peter 1:5, 2 
Peter 1:10, 3:14, 1 John 5:18, Jude 1:24). The Spirit of God will uphold us and strengthen us to live in a way that is 
pleasing to God (Hebrews 13:21). The light of His nature and the beauty of His ways will be seen in the midst of our 
lives, and we will not be barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of God (2 Peter 1:8). When we mature in God, there 
is a realm of relationship with Him that we enter. This maturity is a result of our willingness to be obedient to His 
will and to His ways (John 14:21, 23, 15:16, 1 Corinthians 14:20, Ephesians 4:13, Hebrews 5:14, 1 Peter 2:2, 2 Peter 
3:18). 
11 The Greek word used here is ‘palai’ (πάλαι), which may be translated as, “long ago,” “old,” or “former.” ‘Palai’ is 
found in Matthew 11:21 and Luke 10:13, which state, “they would have repented long ago.” The New Testament 
doctrine of redemption is emphatic about the fact that the sins of the redeemed have been washed away, purged, and 
destroyed (Matthew 26:28, Romans 6:6-7, 18, 22, Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 2:13, Hebrews 1:3, 9:12, 10:10, 1 Peter 
2:24, 1 John 1:7, 3:5, Revelation 1:5). The New Testament word for “forgiveness” is derived from the Greek word 
‘aphesis’ (ἄφεσις), which translates the Old Testament word, ‘yovel’(יֹוֵבל), meaning “Jubilee.” On the Day of 
Jubilee, every debt was forgiven, every slave was released, and everyone was able to return to their original 
inheritance (Leviticus 25:10). The Day of Jubilee was announced on Yom Kippur, the day when a goat would carry 
the sins of Israel away and into the wilderness (Leviticus 16:21-22).  

For this reason, and in a similar fashion, Christ Jesus was put to death at Calvary to carry away our sins 
(Isaiah 53:4-6, Hebrews 9:28, 1 Peter 2:24). As the Scripture states, “Who Himself carried our sins in His own body 
upon the tree, so that being dead to sins we might live righteously, by Whose wound you were healed” (1 Peter 
2:24). Sin, and the power of sin, have been removed from those who have been born of God and have been made 
partakers of the divine nature. Because of this, those who have been born of God should be walking in the nature 
and Spirit of God, as outlined in the preceding verses. If they are not walking in virtues outlined in 2 Peter 1:5-7, 
then they have forgotten that they were transformed by the power of God through the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5). 
12 The doctrine of election, as taught by the Scriptures, refers to a divine selection of all men to salvation 
(Deuteronomy 30:19, Ezekiel 18:32, 33:11, 1 Timothy 4:10, 2 Peter 3:9). This is stated in certain terms when Paul 
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for doing these things, you shall never stumble14. 
11- For in this way, an entrance shall be abundantly supplied to you into the everlasting 
Kingdom15 of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

                                                                                                                                                             
said that God has commanded all men everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30). The Greek noun, ‘ekloge’ (ἐκλογή), 
which may be translated as “divine selection,” is used only seven times in the New Testament (Acts 9:15, Romans 
9:11, 11:5, 7, 28, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, 2 Peter 1:10). Furthermore, it is not used anywhere in the canonized books of 
the Septuagint. The doctrine of election, or “divine selection,” can easily be understood once it has been decided 
who God loves and who Christ died for. Upon the realization that God loves the whole world, and that Christ died so 
that all men might be saved, the doctrine of election becomes easy to understand (John 3:16, 12:32, Romans 5:8, 2 
Peter 3:9, 1 John 2:2). 
13 The Greek adjective, ‘bebaian’ (βεβαίαν), may be translated as “firm,” “secure,” or “certain.” The doctrine of 
election, as described in the New Testament, refers to those who are chosen by God (Mark 13:20, John 15:16, 19, 
Ephesians 1:4, 2 Thessalonians 2:13). Jesus has come to seek and to save those who are lost, but many men refuse to 
hear His voice (Matthew 13:15, 18:11, Luke 19:10, Acts 28:27, Romans 11:8, Hebrews 12:25). Those who do 
respond to the call of salvation are commanded to walk in obedience and to overcome, even as our Savior overcame 
(John 14:15, 23-24, 1 John 2:4, 2:6, 13-14, 1 John 4:4, 5:4-5, Revelation 3:21). The calling and election of God has 
been sounded out to all men (John 12:32, 1 Timothy 2:4, Titus 2:11). In the third chapter of this Epistle, Peter 
emphasizes the fact that God would have all men to be saved (2 Peter 3:9). However, Peter and Paul also issue a 
warning that diligence must be given to obey the will of the Lord if the calling and election is to be established 
(Hebrews 2:3, 6:11-12, 2 Peter 1:10). 
14 This Scripture most clearly spells out our calling and election by God, as understood by Peter. Certainly, no other 
apostle would have understood the grace and election of God better than Peter (Acts 2:39, 10:34, 11:18, 1 Peter 1:2, 
1 Peter 2:9). Here, Peter reveals the response that everyone must have to this election – a willing and obedient heart 
(Isaiah 1:19). Such a heart does not take for granted what God has done for us (Hebrews 2:3). On the contrary, it 
seizes the opportunity, and counts the riches of God as more valuable than all other things. God has given us the 
riches of His grace in so great a salvation, and this cannot be neglected, but must be diligently attended to (1 
Corinthians 9:24-25, Ephesians 1:7, 2:7, Hebrews 2:3, 6:11-12, 11:6, 2 Peter 3:14). If we give ourselves to 
continually living in the conduct and behavior listed in 2 Peter 1:5-9, then a confirmation and security is supplied to 
us through a work of grace. 

We live in a day where wickedness is more prevalent, endorsed, and encouraged by society than ever 
before. Everywhere we turn, there are things that would draw us away from the faith, virtue, and godliness that Peter 
refers to. Therefore, all the more, we must give ourselves to the holiness that Peter preached in his First Epistle and 
the fear and holy conversation that he will conclude with in this Epistle (Luke 1:75, Romans 6:19, 22, Romans 12:1, 
2 Corinthians 7:1, Ephesians 4:24, 5:27, Colossians 1:22, 1 Thessalonians 4:7, Hebrews 12:14, 1 Peter 1:15-16, 2 
Peter 3:11). If we give our hearts and minds to the things that please our Heavenly Father, then we can be certain 
that He will provide us with supernatural strength and the divine power of godliness to never stumble, much less fall 
(John 11:9, Colossians 1:22, 1 Peter 1:5, Jude 1:24). 

Moral integrity and holiness are essential with God (1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Galatians 5:19-21, Ephesians 
5:3-5, Colossians 3:5-6, 1 Thessalonians 2:12, Revelation 21:8). Jesus did not die merely to remove the guilt and the 
penalty of sin, but the very power of it (Romans 6:6-7, 9-10, 14, 8:2-3, Colossians 2:15). Jesus died to make us holy, 
so that we can live holy lives (Romans 6:22, Ephesians 5:27, Colossians 1:22, 1 Thessalonians 3:13, 2 Timothy 1:9, 
1 Peter 1:15-16). He died to make us righteous, so that we can live in righteousness (Luke 1:75, Romans 5:17-21, 
8:4, 1 Corinthians 15:34, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 2:29, 3:7). So then, let us all be strong in the 
strength of the Lord and the power of His might, and let us walk over top of all the power of the enemy (Psalm 
91:13, Luke 10:19, Ephesians 6:10). God has given us the power to cast out all unclean spirits (Matthew 10:1, Mark 
3:15, 6:7, 16:17-18, Luke 10:19). Therefore, we should never be taken captive by them. Let us shine as lights in the 
midst of a wicked and perverse generation, hating even the garments spotted by the flesh (Philippians 2:15, Jude 
1:23). Let us hold fast the doctrines of the Word of God so that we may take hold of the beauty of God's ways and 
the glory of Heaven. In this, our hearts may enjoy the pleasures of His life and the presence of the One Who has 
brought to us the reality of His godliness. This manner of living is the abundant life, which is truly glorious and 
filled with joy unspeakable (John 10:10, 1 Peter 1:8)! 
15 The Lord would give us understanding of how to function more effectively in the realm of the Kingdom of God. 
He would show us how to yield to the Holy Spirit in a greater way, to make us more effective representatives of the 
Kingdom. We have been commissioned to do the works of Jesus, and even greater works that those (John 14:12). If 
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12- Therefore, I will not neglect to continually remind you concerning these things, although you 
know and have been established16 in the present truth. 

                                                                                                                                                             
we are going to do what Jesus did, then we must learn how to minister from Heaven. 

One could simply view this Scripture as an assurance that the obedient and diligent will be granted a lavish 
entrance and great welcome into the Kingdom of God at the time of their death. Professor Salmond suggests that this 
could be thought of as the opposite of being “saved, yet so as by fire” (1 Corinthians 3:15). However, there is more 
to this verse. We are the witnesses of the Lord, Jesus Christ, given His glory to walk in His authority (Matthew 
28:18-20, Mark 13:34, John 17:22). We are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17, Galatians 3:29, 
4:7, Titus 3:7). We have been endued with divine power to walk in the Holy Spirit and to receive what Heaven has 
to supply to us through the operation of the Holy Ghost in our lives (Luke 24:49, John 7:38-39, Acts 1:8, 2:4, 4:31). 

We must already be certain that because of salvation, we have been translated from the kingdom of this 
world into the Kingdom of the Dear Son (Acts 26:18, Ephesians 5:8, Colossians 1:13, 1 Peter 2:9). Therefore, we 
must be willing to embrace the fact that there is an opportunity for us to increase in our interaction with all that we 
have been supplied, by our access into the heavenly – or spiritual – realm (1 Corinthians 14:1, Ephesians 1:3, 2:18). 
Although the Kingdom of God will appear in a fully revealed fashion when Jesus establishes His Kingdom on Earth, 
the Kingdom is currently revealed, just as Jesus is revealed. The Kingdom of God is revealed when miracles are 
worked by the power of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:28, Luke 11:20). The demonstration of the Kingdom of God is 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17).  We are to seek the Kingdom of God now, so that 
all the blessings of the Lord can be supplied to us now as well (Matthew 6:33, Luke 12:31). God demands the fruits 
of the Kingdom to be revealed through the lives of His people (Matthew 3:10, 21:43, John 15:5-6, Romans 11:16-
24). 

We have been born of the Spirit to see, understand, and enter the Kingdom of God (John 3:3, 5). 
Ultimately, we will enter a realm of eternal glory after we die. Nevertheless, there is an interaction with the 
Kingdom of God that we must realize we have now. That interaction is supplied to us by the Holy Spirit, for the 
authority of the risen Savior to be realized! Peter calls all saints to take a hold of a realm of consecration that will 
result in the increase of the revelation of God’s glory through their lives. Of course, while there is an application for 
the moment we leave this world, there is also an application for our interaction with Jesus right now that must be 
understood. Truly, as one Bible exposition commentary points out, “If we make lavish provision to grow spiritually 
(2 Peter 1:5-8), then God will make lavish provision for us when we enter Heaven.” If we are willing to function in 
the lavishly supplied riches of the Spirit to walk in the nature of God, then there will also be a lavishly supplied 
grace to function in the realms of the miraculous glory of the Kingdom of God. 

There are many examples of those who have stepped over into this realm of glory while still on the Earth, 
ranging from Enoch to Paul. Surely, there is a continual increase in the manifest presence of Jesus and the authority 
of His Kingdom when we are willing to be led by the Holy Spirit, allowing God to show us how to take hold of the 
realm of faith in Christ Jesus (Isaiah 9:7). If we give ourselves wholly to His purposes as His representatives, then 
the nature and glory of God will continue to be manifested in our lives. Paul opens the door for all saints to know the 
love of God that passes knowledge, and to be filled with all the fullness of God. He also calls us to “the measure of 
the maturity of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 3:18-19, 4:13). 

We can be certain that God rewards those who diligently seek Him with the same rewards that He gave to 
Enoch and all who were spoken well of in the Bible (Hebrews 11:6). These are not rewards for our works. They 
simply come by minding the things of the Spirit while walking in an obedient love relationship with God. We must 
awaken to the call of God upon our lives and begin to understand the things that are necessary for us to step into our 
calling and election in God (John 15:16, 2 Peter 1:5-10). Boundless insights into the glories of the inheritance and 
the exceeding greatness of the power of Christ Jesus await all of those who are willing and obedient. Our inheritance 
is obedience-based. There comes a spiritual growth when we mind the things of the Spirit (Romans 8:5). The door is 
open for us to explore the endless realms of the Spirit of God. However, yielding to and obeying the Spirit of God is 
the only means by which we may enter in to explore the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to gaze upon those things 
which eyes have not seen, ears have not heard, nor have entered the heart of man (Isaiah 64:4, Romans 11:33, 1 
Corinthians 2:9-10, Ephesians 3:8-9). 
16 The Greek word ‘sterizo’ (στηρίζω) is found thirteen other times in the New Testament. Another word very 
closely related to ‘sterizo’ is ‘episterizo’ (ἐπιστηρίζω), which may be translated as “confirmed,” or “established.” 
This term is found four times in the New Testament, and all occurrences are in the Book of Acts (Acts 14:22, 15:32, 
41, 18:23). The Greek word ‘sterizo’ (στηρίζω) is first observed in Luke 9:51, and may be translated as, “set,” such 
as when Jesus “set His face to go to Jerusalem.” This Greek word is speaking of His resolve to go there. The second 
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13- Now, I think it right, that as long as I am in this tabernacle17, to stir you up with a reminder, 
14- knowing that soon I will put off this tabernacle, just as also our Lord, Jesus Christ, declared18 
to me. 
15- And I will also be diligent to cause that you may always have memory of these things after 
my departure19. 
16- For we did not follow cleverly-invented fables when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of that majesty. 
17- For receiving honor and glory from Father God when a voice came to Him from the 
magnificent glory, “This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well-pleased,”20 
18- and this voice we heard when it came from Heaven when we were with Him in the holy 
mount. 
19- And we have a more certain word of prophecy that you do well to take hold of as a light 
shining in a dark21 place until the day shines through and the morning star arises in your heart22. 

                                                                                                                                                             
time ‘sterizo’ appears in Luke, it is best translated as “fixed,” such as “a great chasm has been fixed between us and 
you” (Luke 16:26). Jesus also used this verb when He commanded Peter to strengthen or establish his brethren 
(Luke 22:32). 
17 The Greek word, ‘skenoma’ (σκήνωμα), is only found one other time outside of this passage in 2 Peter. In this 
second occurrence, it is not used as Peter is using it here. In Acts 7:46, ‘skenoma’ is the word that is used for the 
“Tabernacle of God.” The Greek word ‘skenoo’ (σκηνόω), from which ‘skenoma’ (σκήνωμα) is derived, is used to 
describe Jesus’ tabernacling, or dwelling, in John 1:14. This same word is found 80 times in the Septuagint. Its first 
occurrence is in Deuteronomy 33:18, where it is used to refer to the “tent,” or dwelling, of Issachar.  
 The first usage of the word for tent, ‘skene’ (σκηνή), is found in Genesis 4:20. This word is used to 
describe the Tabernacle of God in the Old Testament. ‘Skene’ is translated from the Hebrew word ‘mishkan’ (ִמְׁשָּכן), 
which is derived from ‘shakan’ (ָׁשַכן), which means “to dwell.” ‘Shekanyah’ (ְׁשַכְנָיה) / ‘shekinah’ (ְׁשִכיָנה) is a closely 
related term, which means “dweller with Yahowah.” 
18 Here, Peter is referring to what the Lord, Jesus told him in John 21:18 – “With absolute certainty I tell you, when 
you were younger you girded yourself and walked where you desired. But when you are old, you shall extend your 
hand, and another shall gird and shall carry you where you do not want.” (TOT) 
19 Peter uses the Greek word ‘exodos’ (ἔξοδος), which may be translated as “exodus,” or “departure.” This term is 
used by Peter instead of ‘thanatos’ (θάνατος), which may be translated as “death.” The Greek word ‘exodos’ is first 
used in Exodus 19:1, referencing Israel’s departure from Egypt. It is used two other times in the New Testament. 
The first occurrence speaks of Jesus’ departure to Heaven, and the second of Israel’s exodus from Egypt (Luke 9:31, 
Hebrews 11:22). The Hebrew equivalent of this word, used in Exodus 19:1, is ‘yatzah’ (ָיָצא), which may be 
translated as, “to go up.” 
20 Peter is referring to the Transfiguration, recorded in Matthew 17:5. During this event, the audible voice of the 
Father spoke to Jesus from the midst of the cloud of glory (‘shekinah’ / ְׁשִכיָנה). 
21 The Greek word, ‘auchmeros’ (αὐχμηρός), only occurs one time in the Bible. The meaning here is possibly a 
“shadowy place.” However, its meaning is reported to be “dry,” “dark,” “squalid,” “murky,” or “dirty.” The implied 
meaning is something “destitute of brightness.” This may be associated with the idea that is conveyed through the 
Hebrew verb, ‘shakar’ (ָׁשַכר), which may be translated as “duskiness,” “dark,” or “black.” The noun form of ‘shakar’ 
 is used in (ָׁשַכר) ’may be translated as “morning,” or “dayspring,” which implies the “dawn.” The word ‘shakar (ָׁשַכר)
Isaiah 14:12, and is translated as the proper noun “Lucifer” in the Authorized Version. The Hebrew phrase is ‘ben-
shakar’ (ָׁשַכר -ֵּבן), which means “son of morning.” 
22 All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are found in Jesus Christ, Who is the Word made flesh (John 1:1, 14, 
Romans 11:33, 1 Corinthians 1:30, Colossians 2:2-3). God the Father testified of Him on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, and Peter heard His voice (Matthew 17:5, Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22). Yet, Peter includes all those who 
are willing to study the Word of God in this great moment of revelation, because Jesus is revealed with even more 
certainty in the scriptures (2 Timothy 2:15). Any person who will simply give themselves to the study of the Word 
of God will see that Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior of the world (Mark 1:1, John 4:42, 20:31, Romans 1:3-4, 
Philippians 3:20, 1 John 4:14-15, 5:13)! 
 We need to value the spiritual growth that comes from drinking the sincere milk of the Word (1 Peter 2:2). 
If we take hold of the reality that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth 
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20- Knowing this first: that every prophecy of Scripture did not come by one’s own23 
interpretation. 
21- For prophecy did not come at any time by the will of man, but was brought forth by the Holy 
Spirit24 as holy men of God spoke. 
 
 
Chapter 2 
 
1- Now there were also false prophets25 among the people, just as also false teachers26 shall be 

                                                                                                                                                             
of God, then perhaps the study of the Word would become more meaningful to us (Deuteronomy 8:3, Matthew 4:4, 
Luke 4:4). It is most certainly more important than the food that we value for our natural body (Job 23:12). 

If we will give ourselves to knowing those heavenly things that God has locked up in His Word, then surely 
the treasures of Heaven will be opened to us, and the revelation of the things of the Spirit will shine with the 
radiance of Heaven into our understanding (Deuteronomy 28:12, 2 Corinthians 4:6, Ephesians 1:17). God's Word is 
a light that shines into a dark and uncertain world, full of fears and doubts (Psalm 119:105, 130, Isaiah 8:20). It is 
Father's will that you and I come to realize the liberating knowledge of the truth, which is only found in the glorious 
light of His Word (John 8:32, 17:17). All the revelation of Heaven and the ages to come are found in the face of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world (2 Corinthians 4:6). As we handle the Word of life, gazing upon the wonderful 
words of God, we are handling eternal life which was manifested in Christ Jesus, the Lord (1 John 1:1-2). If you 
give yourselves to studying the Word of God, then you will discover an ever-increasing revelation of Jesus, in 
Whom the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily (Colossians 1:19, 2:9, 2 Timothy 2:15). 
23 The Greek word ‘idios’ (ἴδιος) refers to “that which belongs to an individual.” This word is most commonly 
translated as “one’s own,” referring to a unique and distinct ability, opinion, or possession (Matthew 9:1, 25:14-15, 
Mark 15:20, Luke 2:3, 6:44, 10:34, John 1:11, 41, 5:43, 7:18, 8:44, 10:3, 13:1, 15:19, 16:32, 19:27, Acts 1:7, 25, 
2:6, 4:32, 13:36, 20:28, 28:30, Romans 8:32, 14:4-5, 1 Corinthians 3:8, 6:18, 7:2, 4, 7, 37, 9:7, 11:21, 15:23, 38, 
Galatians 6:5, 1 Timothy 3:4-5, 2 Timothy 1:9, Hebrews 7:27, 9:12, 13:12, James 1:14, 2 Peter 2:22). 
24 The Word of God came through prophecy – the utterance of the Holy Spirit brought forth through the mouth of 
man (Numbers 11:25-26, 11:29, 1 Samuel 10:6, 10, 19:20, 23, Joel 2:28, Acts 2:17-18). When men are yielded to 
God, they may come under the control of the Holy Spirit, becoming a mouthpiece for Him to speak (Psalm 81:10, 
Matthew 10:20, Luke 12:12, Acts 6:10). This utterance may be so exact that it is called the Word of God. An 
example of this influence and control of the Holy Spirit are the utterances given to the 120 on the Day of Pentecost. 
These came under the divine influence and control of the Holy Spirit. They had no control over what they spoke, but 
they spoke as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2:4). 
25 We must understand the false prophets that these false teachers are compared to to grasp their identity. The Greek 
word, ‘pseudoprophetai’ (ψευδοπροφηται), is found 10 times in the Septuagint. Although there is no actual Hebrew 
word conveying the meaning of “false prophet,” this term is implied by the context. ‘Pseudoprophetai’ 
(ψευδοπροφηται) is found in the Septuagint 10 times, and 9 of these occurrences are within the book of Jeremiah. It 
is within this context that we can further understand the impact that false prophets are able to have. Unfortunately, 
we discover that the false prophets were accepted, while Jeremiah was rejected (Jeremiah 5:31, 26:8-9). The popular 
opinion of the people refused to accept that they were wrong, that they needed to repent, and that they must be 
conformed to the sanctity of and obedience to God’s Word. God’s controversy against His people has always been 
an issue of purity and obedience, not minor issues and details associated with style and ritual (1 Samuel 15:22, 
Hosea 6:6, Micah 6:6-8). 
 Jesus warned us to beware of false prophets who look like sheep, but on the inside are ravenous wolves 
(Matthew 7:15, Acts 20:29-31). Jesus also identifies these false prophets as those who His rebellious people spoke 
well of. He warned His disciples to beware of such expectations (Luke 6:26). These false prophets are credited with 
the ability of doing great signs and wonders, thus increasing their power of deception (Matthew 24:24, Mark 13:22). 
John associates these false prophets with the antichrist power that was already working within the churches of his 
day (1 John 4:1). 
26 There were false prophets contemporary with true prophets like Jeremiah. Just as there were false prophets, Peter 
warns us that there will be false teachers among us. Although the Greek word for “false teacher” can only be found 
here, Paul also describes false teachers in his epistles to Timothy.  

The description of a false teacher is as follows:  
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among you, who shall sneak27 in destructive opinions28, also resisting29 the Master Who bought30 
them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 
2- And many shall follow their licentious31 ways, through which the way of truth will be 
slandered. 
3- And by covetously crafted words, they will use you for their own gain, whose judgment shall 
not wait long, and their destruction32 shall not slumber33. 

                                                                                                                                                             
1 – They do not consent to the sound word of God (1 Timothy 6:3). 
2 – They do not consent to the doctrines of godliness (1 Timothy 6:3). 
3 – They create strife, envy, evil-speaking, and suspicion of others (1 Timothy 6:4). 
4 – They suppose that gain is godliness (1 Timothy 6:6, Titus 1:11). 
27 The word that is used here is a compound Greek word, ‘paraeisago’ (παρεισάγω), which literally means to “bring 
in along with,” or “to lead in along with others.” Thus, we catch a glimpse of the way that false doctrines begin. This 
particular Greek word describes how destructive heresies find their way into the community of the Church. They 
enter in alongside true doctrines and less harmful opinions. Although it is possible for there to be opinions about the 
Scripture that are not destructive, one falsehood becomes the foundation on which more destructive falsehoods are 
built. These opinions are often grouped with Bible facts and become subtleties by which wrong conclusions are 
derived. Thus, destructive opinions are precipitated. 
28 The Greek word, ‘hairesis’ (αἵρεσις), may be translated as “choice,” “opinion,” “inclination,” “dogma,” “sect,” 
“party,” “school,” or “heresy.” The choice was made to translate this word as “opinion” in order to underscore how 
subtly one may become involved in heresies without knowing it. It is best to let Scripture interpret Scripture. By 
doing this, we will not drift from the Word of God unknowingly. In other words, if someone is trying to understand 
the meaning of a verse of scripture, the best thing to do is search out all the information on that topic in the Bible. 
Then, a conclusion may be soundly derived from such a study. One of the most difficult things to do is remain 
objective and unbiased from our own opinions and the opinions of others. 
29 The Greek word used here is 'arneomai’ (ἀρνέομαι). The simplest meaning of arneomai (ἀρνέομαι) is “no.” It may 
also be translated as “to refuse,” “to distain,” “to disagree,” “to reject,” “refuse consent to,” “not be willing to,” or 
“to have a negative attitude towards a question or demand.” Ultimately, this word can mean refusing to know God. 
The Hebrew equivalent, ‘chafar' (ָחַפר), means “to negate,” or “to reject.” This term also pertains to confessing or 
denying the faith. The antonym of the Greek word 'arneomai’ (ἀρνέομαι) is ὁμολογεῖν (‘homologein’), which may 
be translated as “to agree.” 
30 The same word is used in 1 Corinthians 6:20, which states, “for you are bought with a price. Therefore, glorify 
God in your bodies and your spirits, which are God’s.” This word is used again later in 1 Corinthians. “You are 
bought with a price, be not the servants of men” (1 Corinthians 7:23). Peter reveals that we were purchased with the 
precious blood of Jesus, not with silver and gold (1 Peter 1:18-19). The promise of the Holy Spirit is the first 
installment of what God has given to us through his purchase. Through this installment, we are endued with the 
power of God (Acts 1:4-5, 2:39, Ephesians 1:13-14). This down payment that has been given to us provides proof to 
everyone that we have been purchased by God. 
31 The word that is translated as “licentious” has its meaning revealed through its context within the chapter, where it 
occurs three times. This word is used here, once again in verse six to describe the behavior of those in Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and finally in verse seven, where it is associated with the lust of the flesh. In other contexts, this word is 
associated with the sinning angels of Genesis 6, who had sexual relations with the daughters of Adam. Jude refers to 
these angels as having given themselves over to fornication and strange flesh, just like the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah (Jude 1:6-7). 
 One way to identify false teachers is by their practice of sexual immorality. The Greek word that is 
translated as “licentious” here is most commonly translated as “lasciviousness,” and may be understood as unbridled 
lust. One may also simply describe this word as “loose worldly behavior,” which describes many people in the 
Church today. 
32 In the same way that men believe that they cannot lose their salvation now, there is little doubt that there were also 
those who thought, that because they were ministers of the Word, that they would not lose their salvation. However, 
Peter makes it very clear that their destruction is certain. He continues by comparing them to the holy angels who 
revolted against God, along with the judgement for their sin (2 Peter 2:4). 
33 The impending destruction of the wicked is described as an ever approaching and watchful power, coming nearer 
to the person who has done evil. 
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4- For if God spared not the angels who sinned34, but put them in chains of darkness, casting 
them into Hell35 to be kept for judgment, 
5- and did not spare the ancient world, but kept Noah, the eighth, a preacher of righteousness36, 
bringing a flood upon a world of ungodliness, 
6- and overthrowing cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, burning it to ashes, condemned them, 
setting an example for ungodliness, 
7- and delivered righteous Lot, who had been worn down by the lawless behavior of the 
licentious, 
8- for the righteous man living among them, seeing and hearing their lawless deeds day after day, 
tormented his righteous soul, 

                                                 
34 All the angels that followed Satan, who we call Lucifer, sinned. However, not all angels are in chains in the 
darkness of Hell right now. The angels pictured in Hell (‘Tartarus’ / τάρταρος) in this passage and in Jude 1:6 are a 
distinct group of angels who, because of their sin, were not allowed by God to continue roaming about freely. We 
know that all other angels are free to move throughout Heaven and Earth, even until this day (Genesis 28:10, 2 
Kings 6:17, Matthew 4:11, 26:53). In the Old Testament, we observe angels in many passages of scripture freely 
moving about and affecting the affairs of men. Some of the most outstanding examples of this are found in Job and 
Daniel (Job 1:6, 2:1, Daniel 10:13, 20). 
 In Revelation, we discover that during the middle of the tribulation, Satan and his angels will finally be cast 
out of Heaven (Revelation 12:9). Having been cast out of Heaven, he will unleash his wrath upon the inhabitants of 
the Earth, resulting in the world being in great upheaval (Revelation 12:12). 
35 The Greek word for Hell used here is very unique. In fact, the verb form of ‘Tartarus’ (τάρταρος), which is written 
‘tartaroo’ (ταρταρόω), is not found anywhere in Scripture, except for this verse. In the Septuagint, the noun form, 
‘Tartarus’ (τάρταρος) is found three times. Of these three instances, the word seems to refer to Hell only once 
(Proverbs 30:16). This is where the ancient Greeks believed that all wicked people who die were cast down to suffer 
the punishment for their evil deeds. It is interesting that Peter, who was far from being influenced in any way by 
Hellenistic beliefs, used this word to describe the place where wicked angels are kept.  
 There are two words used in the New Testament for Hell – ‘Geenna’ (γέεννα), and ‘Hades’ (ᾍδης). Of 
these two words, only ‘Hades’ is used in the Old Testament. The Greek word ‘Hades’ (ᾍδης) is translated as the 
Hebrew word for Hell, which is ‘Sheol’ (ְׁשאֹול). Hades can be found 10 times in the New Testament, and ‘Geenna’ 
(γέεννα) is found 12 times. Although these two words are used interchangeably in the New Testament, ‘Geenna’ 
(γέεννα) is more closely associated with “hell-fire.” The one exception to this is found in Luke 16:23. Here, the 
word ‘Hades’ (ᾍδης) is used to describe the rich man being tormented in hell-fire.  
 The Greek word ‘Geenna’ (γέεννα) is derived from the Hebrew word, ‘Gehenna’ (ִהּנֹ  - ַּגְיא). Gehenna was 
originally called Hinnom (ִהֹּנם), which was a valley south of Jerusalem where all the garbage and dead animals were 
burned. 
36 God demands righteousness. There is no possibility that He will compromise the necessity of it in any way. In 
fact, if God were to make a compromise by allowing unrighteousness to exist in His Kingdom, it would be the 
ultimate ruin of everything that is good. 
 Righteousness is a word that is clearly defined by its frequent use in the Bible. It appears 249 times in the 
Bible and is primarily translated from the Hebrew word ‘tsedakah’ (ְצָדָקה), and the Greek word ‘dikaiosune’ 
(δικαιοσύνη). From its first appearance in Genesis 15:6, to its final occurrence in Revelation 22:11, righteousness 
speaks of obedience to God’s will, and describes purity and moral integrity. By definition, someone who is righteous 
is pure and virtuous. Through God’s amazing love and grace, we are made the righteousness of God. When we think 
about this level of righteousness, we are confronted with the most pure and exact righteousness that exists. 
 In this passage, Noah is set in contrast to the rest of the world (Genesis 6:9, 7:1). Noah is the one who God 
called righteous, while all others were considered unrighteous or ungodly. Even though Noah was righteous, and it 
was through his righteousness that he was saved, God has given us an even greater righteousness (Ezekiel 14:14, 20, 
Hebrews 11:7, 1 Peter 3:20). We were not given the righteousness of Noah or Abraham, but the righteousness of 
God. How did this take place? Jesus, Who knew no sin, became the sin offering for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him (Romans 8:4, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 4:24, Philippians 1:11, 3:9, 1 John 2:29, 
3:7). God has given us this wonderful free gift, and we must place His righteousness first in our lives (Matthew 
6:33). 



10 
 

9- then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly37 from temptation, but the unrighteous are kept 
to a day of judgment to be punished – 
10- and most of all, those who walk after the flesh in the lust of defilement and despise 
authorities: arrogant, self-serving, not afraid to speak evil of glories, 
11- whereas angels, being of greater strength and power, do not bring before the Lord a 
slanderous judgment against them, 
12- but these as without rational natural life, having been born for capture and destruction38, 
speak evil about things they do not understand, and by their corruption shall perish, 
13- doing wrong for an unrighteous wage, taking pleasure in the day of luxury, spots and 
blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceptions, feasting with you, 
14- having eyes full of adultery and not ceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having their 
hearts exercised in covetousness. They are cursed children, 
15- forsaking the right way, wanderers following the way of Balaam of Beor, who loved the 
wages of unrighteousness, 
16- but had his iniquity rebuked by a speechless donkey speaking with a man’s voice to prevent 
the prophet’s madness. 
17- These are wells without water, clouds driven under a hurricane39, to whom the darkest 
darkness40 is reserved forever. 
18- For with excessive empty speeches they entice them – who had escaped from them who live 
in error – with fleshly lusts and lascivious acts41, 
                                                 
37 The Lord has set apart those who are godly for Himself (Psalms 4:3). There are four Greek words found in the 
New Testament that are translated as “godly.” Three of these words share common roots, and the fourth is the same 
word that may be translated as “God,” (theos / θεός). This fourth Greek word is found in 2 Corinthians 7:10, which 
states, “For godly sorrow works repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world works 
death.” 
 All four of these Greek words denote the opposite of unrighteousness and ungodliness. Godliness is the 
nature of holiness, which we have been given by the Holy Spirit. Each day, if we give ourselves to the realms of the 
Kingdom of God, yielding to the Word of God and the Holy Spirit, we will be taught how to walk in godliness (2 
Peter 1:5-7). 
 One of the primary words in the New Testament that is translated as “godliness,” (eusebeia / εὐσέβεια), is 
clearly defined by its application in 1 Timothy 3:16 and 2 Peter 1:3. In these verses, godliness is defined by the life 
and nature of Jesus Christ. It is seen as the divine nature that has been given to everyone who has been born of God. 
We are taught by God to deny ungodliness and live soberly, righteously, and godly (eusebos / εὐσεβῶς) in this 
present world (Titus 2:12). There should be no mistake. Godliness is something that God demands in our lives. He 
has called every one of us to take hold of “the doctrine which is according to godliness” (1 Timothy 6:3). 
38 These individuals are being described as the worst kind of animals. They are not even considered to be good for 
food. On the contrary, they are only fit to be captured and destroyed, just like a destructive beast.  
39 The Greek word used here is translated as “hurricane,” and speaks strongly of the force of darkness that drives 
men when they refuse God’s deliverance from its power. 
40 Individuals who have taken to the pulpits, presenting themselves as those who speak on behalf of God, yet 
mislead the people, have reserved for themselves the most dreadful eternal punishment (Luke 12:48, James 3:1, Jude 
1:12-13). 
41 Paul also referred to people who thought that the right to continue in sin was a proof of grace (Romans 6:1-2, 15-
16). These seducers, who lived in the first century, exist even until this day. They attempt to prove that true faith in 
redemption means that the sinner is freed from any responsibility for their wrongdoing and that sin is okay in the 
eyes of God. Peter is referring to these same preachers, those who would encourage people who have been delivered 
and born of the Spirit to accept immoral practices. They even go as far as mocking those who would live godly lives.  
Their acts of fleshly lust and immorality may include many things, but intoxication and sexual misconduct are 
implied by the particular Greek words that are used. Their message is focused on convincing others that sin is 
nothing to feel ashamed of or guilty about. As a result, those who had escaped the corruption of the world and its 
lust were once again entangled in the snare they were delivered from (2 Peter 1:4, 2:20). 
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19- promising them freedom, yet themselves being slaves of corruption – for by whom anyone is 
overcome, by the same he is enslaved. 
20- For if these, having escaped the defilement of the world by the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, and are again entangled, having been overcome, their last state shall be 
worse than the first. 
21- For it would have been better for them not to have fully known the way of righteousness, 
than knowing, to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. 
22- It has happened to them according to the true proverb: the dog has returned to his own vomit 
– also, the hog, having been washed, to its filthy wallowing. 
 
Chapter 3 
 
1- Beloved, I now write this second epistle, in which I stir up your pure minds by a reminder. 
2- Remember the word spoken before by the holy prophets and the command of the Lord and 
Savior by us, the apostles, 
3- knowing this first, that in the last day there will be scoffers walking after their own lust, 
4- and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers died, all things remain 
the same from the beginning of creation.” 
5- For they have purposely not taken notice that the heavens were of long ago, and the Earth 
came out of the water, and afterward, the water was established by the word of God – 
6- through which the world at that time was utterly destroyed, being inundated with water42. 
7- But the heavens and the Earth that exist now are reserved for fire by His word, kept until a day 
of judgment and destruction of the ungodly men. 
8- But beloved, let not this one thing escape you: that one day with the Lord is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day43. 
9- The Lord of the promise is not slow, as some think of slowness, but is patient44 toward us, not 
willing for anyone to be destroyed, but for all to make room for repentance. 
10- But the Day of the Lord will come as a thief – in which the heavens will pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements will be destroyed with a fervent heat, and the Earth and the works 
in it shall be burned up. 
11- With everything being destroyed in this way, what manner of lifestyle should you have in 
holiness and godliness45, 

                                                 
42 It is essential to notice that not everything was utterly destroyed during the time of the flood in the days of Noah. 
Not only were those who were spared in the ark saved, but all the vegetation and fish of the sea were spared as well 
(Genesis 7:23). In the next verse, it is implied that both the heavens and the Earth were destroyed in the flood that 
Peter is referring to. This same meaning is implied by the usage of the Greek word for “world,” ‘kosmos’ (κόσμος), 
which would include both the heavens and the Earth. We currently live in the same Heaven and Earth that existed in 
the days of Noah, which is reserved to be destroyed by fire. Therefore, this verse must refer to the state of the Earth 
that is described in Genesis 1:2. 
43 God is unchanging, as are His judgments. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Psalm 33:11, 90:2, 
102:25-27, 119:89, Isaiah 40:8, Malachi 3:6, Matthew 24:35, Hebrews 13:8, 1 Peter 1:25). 
44 The Lord is not sluggish or slow in the process of taking care of the problems and issues of sinful men. He 
patiently endures with men to bring them to salvation. He is waiting until He has gathered all of those who would be 
saved and walk in His ways (Revelation 14:17-19). 
45 In the New Testament, the primary message of holiness relates to moral integrity and purity. The standard of 
moral integrity, which reaches into every dimension of a person’s conduct and behavior, is the character of God. 
Holiness and godliness are behavioral words that can only be defined in God. The holiness and godliness that God 
demands is supplied to us through the Spirit of Holiness (the Holy Spirit). We have been baptized into Him, and into 
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12- expecting and hastening to the coming of the Day of God, through which the heavens, being 
set on fire, will be destroyed, and the elements will melt with a fervent heat? 
13- But according to His promise, we look with expectation for a new Heaven and a new Earth46 
in which righteousness dwells47. 

                                                                                                                                                             
His fire (Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:26-27, Acts 1:5, 11:15-16). The fire of God that consumed the 
sacrifice from off the altar and lit the menorah in the Holy Place has come upon us. We are to be wholly consumed 
by Him (Leviticus 9:24, 2 Chronicles 7:1-3, Romans 12:1). Through the work of His grace in our lives, we are 
empowered to live blameless in holiness, as the holy ones of God (Luke 1:75, Romans 6:22, 1 Corinthians 1:8, 2 
Corinthians 7:1, Ephesians 1:4, 2:21, 4:24, 5:27, Philippians 2:15, Colossians 1:22, 3:12, 1 Thessalonians 3:13, 4:7, 
2 Timothy 1:9, Hebrews 12:10, 1 Peter 1:15-16, 2:9, 2 Peter 3:14). 

Today, if we will be led by the Holy Spirit, and allow Him to govern our lives, then we will shine with the 
character of God: exhibiting love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, 
virtue, knowledge, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, righteousness, and holiness, with all lowliness and 
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing with one another in love, and endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace (Galatians 5:22-23, Ephesians 4:2-3, 2 Timothy 2:22, 2 Peter 1:5-8). Let us deny ungodliness now 
and for the rest of our lives, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2 Corinthians 7:1, Titus 2:12). Without holiness, 
no man shall see God (Hebrews 12:14). 
46 Today, the redeemed of the Lord should be cooperating with Christ Jesus in bringing the manifestation of the 
Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33, Luke 9:2, 9:60, Acts 28:31). The promise of the Father is that all sin and rebellion 
will be cast down, and the last enemy, death, will be forever destroyed (Isaiah 25:8, Hosea 13:14, 1 Corinthians 
15:24-26, 55, Revelation 20:14, 21:4). Ultimately, the new Heaven and Earth will be revealed after two more great 
events take place – the tribulation of Revelation 4-19, and the subsequent event that will take place immediately 
after, the 1,000-year reign of Christ. The new heavens and the new Earth will come into being after this reign and 
the final judgement will take place at the end of that period (Isaiah 65:17, Daniel 7:10, 2 Peter 3:7, Jude 1:6, 
Revelation 20:11, 21:1). During the 1,000-year reign of Jesus, He will gather all nations to Himself, separating them 
as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats (Matthew 25:32). During this time, Jesus will rule with a rod of iron 
(Revelation 2:27, 19:15). Nothing but the Father’s will shall be permitted. The Word of God will rule sovereignly 
and absolutely, until the last enemy, death, is destroyed (1 Corinthians 15:24-29). 
 The saints from the first resurrection will reign with Jesus during this time, and as Paul said, will judge the 
world (Matthew 19:28, Luke 12:32, 1 Corinthians 6:2, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 1:6). When the 1,000 years are 
finished, Satan will be loosed for a season (Revelation 20:3, 7). All the nations will be gathered together once again 
against God and His saints (Revelation 20:8-10). The final rebellion will precipitate the final judgement (Revelation 
20:11-15). At that time, the second resurrection will take place. All of the unrighteous dead will be raised up, and 
those who lived through the 1,000-year reign of Christ will be gathered together before the Great White Throne 
(Revelation 20:11,15, Matthew 25:31-34). Everyone who is not found in the Book of Life will be cast into the Lake 
of Fire, including Satan and his angels (Matthew 25:31-34, 41, Revelation 20:11, 15). After these events, the 
universe will be sealed with the righteousness of God. 
 The Earth and all its works will be burnt up. God will make a new Heaven and a new Earth, in which only 
righteousness dwells (Psalm 46:2, 102:25-26, Isaiah 51:6, 65:17, 66:22, Nahum 1:5, Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31, 
Hebrews 1:11-12, 2 Peter 3:7-13, Revelation 21:1). The New Jerusalem will come down out of Heaven, and men 
will live forever in the glory of the Almighty God, Who shall reign forever and ever (Revelation 21:2-3, 10-27, 
22:1-5). Today, all of us should be looking for God, and cooperating with Him in bringing forth this glorious event. 
47 Everything in the world is moving towards the ultimate revelation of God’s Kingdom (Isaiah 65:17, 66:22, 
Revelation 21:1). God will have only righteousness dwelling in the world that He created (Isaiah 11:4-5, 45:8, 
60:21, Daniel 9:24, Revelation 21:27)! In His lovingkindness and tender mercies, He continues to deal with the 
children of men. He offers anyone who is willing the opportunity to live with Him in His Kingdom. The most 
important and relevant thing for us to do is daily seek His Kingdom and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33, Luke 
12:31). Those who have been born of God are commanded to walk in the glory of the Lord, Jesus, and be witnesses 
of His power and presence (Acts 1:8, 4:33, Romans 15:19, 1 John 2:6). In doing so, the Kingdom of God is revealed. 
When we live out our lives in the promises of God, doing those things He has commanded us to do, then the power 
and glory of the Kingdom is revealed (Matthew 12:28, Luke 11:20). It is only through this type of relationship with 
God that a living faith can be witnessed. When we begin to imitate Jesus and walk in the authority of the sons of 
God, then the message of salvation and of the Kingdom of God becomes relevant to the world around us (Romans 
8:19, 1 John 2:6). This relevancy exists because the power to meet needs and change lives is witnessed. 
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14- Beloved, because you look for these things, be diligent, spotless, and blameless in Him, 
being found in peace48. 
15- And consider the longsuffering of our Lord for salvation, just as also our beloved brother 
Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given to him, 
16- as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things – in which are some things hard to 
understand, which those who are unstable and unlearned pervert, as also the rest of the 
Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
17- You then, beloved, knowing this beforehand, beware that you be not led away with the error 
of iniquity, falling from your own steadfastness. 
18- But grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. To Him be glory, 
both now and forever49! Amen! 

                                                                                                                                                             
 There are so many things that Jesus commanded us to do that we must begin to participate with. If we are 
unwilling, or even afraid, to practice what God has commanded, then we become irrelevant as witnesses of the 
resurrection and the Kingdom. We are supposed to be shining as the light of the world, a city set on a hill that cannot 
be hidden (Matthew 5:14, John 8:12, Ephesians 5:8, Philippians 2:15). We are those who ask God whatever we have 
need of, and He answers and performs miracles at our request (John 14:13-14, 15:7, 16, 16:23-24, 1 John 3:22). 
Many people say that this is not their experience, but that is irrelevant. This is revealed as the known will of God. 
All that someone needs to do to make this their experience is to pursue a deeper relationship with God. The 
relationship that you have with Jesus is witnessed by the faith that you function in. If your relationship is weak, then 
your faith is weak. It is time that we have a strong, unwavering relationship with our Redeemer! 
48 Eternity and the judgments of God are nothing to play around with. Doctrinal guessing games and endless 
searches to justify any type of ungodliness or wickedness in a persons’ life is a foolish game of deception. Peter 
makes it very clear that we must be diligent, found in Christ Jesus without spot, blameless (2 Peter 3:14). Paul gives 
us the same warning call in Philippians, where we are told to be blameless and pure sons of God (Philippians 2:15). 
Four Greek words – ἄσπιλος (aspilos) and ἀμώμητος (amometos) in 2 Peter 3:14, and ἄμεμπτος (amemptos) and 
ἀκέραιος (akeraios) in Philippians 2:15 – leave no room for mistake about the radical message that they convey. All 
four of these words describe being without fault, without blemish, pure, and blameless before God. These scriptures 
are not outside of the context of the requirements of those who have been born of God and have received His grace. 
They are found within the very context of the call to holiness and righteousness that every new creature who has 
been born of the Spirit is empowered to walk in (2 Corinthians 5:17-18, Ephesians 4:24, 2 Peter 1:3-4, 1 John 3:9, 
5:4, 18).  
 Paul warns everyone to clean themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and the spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God (2 Corinthians 7:1). Peter, in a like manner, tells us that we must pass the time in our lives with a 
godly and holy lifestyle (1 Peter 1:15, 2 Peter 3:11). Looking back through the generations of men, we see that Noah 
was righteous and blameless before the Lord (Genesis 6:9). God called Abraham to walk before Him and be 
blameless (Genesis 17:1). Job was a blameless and righteous man who turned away from all evil (Job 1:1, 8, 2:3). 
Enoch pleased God and was taken up into Heaven (Genesis 5:24, Hebrews 11:5). Samuel and Daniel are further 
examples of those who walked in righteousness before the Almighty (1 Samuel 3:19, Jeremiah 15:1, Ezekiel 14:14, 
20). Even until the time of the birth of Jesus, there were those like Zechariah and Elizabeth, whom God said were 
blameless (Luke 1:6). All these individuals had little claim to what we possess now, as those born of the Spirit and 
freed from the law of sin and death (Romans 8:2). We have received the Spirit of the Lord without measure, but they 
received only a measure of the Spirit of the Lord, at best. How could we begin to think that we should live a life less 
pleasing to God, in true righteousness and holiness (Luke 1:75, Ephesians 4:24)? Those who are truly blessed are 
those who are blameless and walking in the ways of God (Psalms 119:1). 
49 All of God's children should be comfortable and feel the love and acceptance of the Father as they grow up in His 
house (1 John 4:16). At the same time, we must realize that there is a gross error being propagated, resulting in 
God’s people having no power to overcome iniquity. God’s grace, that brings salvation, teaches us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, all while providing us with the ability and strength to do it (Ephesians 3:16, 
Colossians 1:11, Titus 2:11-12, 1 John 2:14). While we are growing, we must not allow ourselves to be 
overwhelmed by our own failures. Instead, we must remain steadfast in God’s love for us. By remaining in the love 
of God and relying upon the grace of God, we will continue to grow spiritually, finding ourselves strengthened to 
stand against everything contrary to the will and nature of God. We will grow as we desire the sincere milk of the 
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Word and speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15, 1 Peter 2:2). As we exercise godliness, we will grow strong in 
godliness. When we resist the powers of darkness, and the sin and iniquity propagated by the powers of darkness, 
we will find ourselves growing in strength and spiritual authority (James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8-9). God, Who gave this 
grace, will never take it away (Numbers 23:19, Romans 11:29). He, Who gives the knowledge of salvation, will 
never withhold it from someone who is willing to embrace His will (Psalm 84:11). 

The one thing that we must watch out for is false teachers. We must ensure that we do not listen to them. 
Remembering what Peter said previously, we know that they speak nonsense. They entice people with licentious 
desires of the flesh. They promise freedom, while they themselves are the slaves of corruption (2 Peter 2:18-19). We 
must not compromise with the world, or with the sin that rules the world (2 Corinthians 6:14-17, James 4:4, 1 John 
2:15-16). If someone comes along teaching that sin is an understandable part of everyday life, reject it (Ephesians 
5:6, 1 John 3:7). Sin is disastrous, and we must think of it as such (Romans 6:23, Galatians 6:8, James 1:15). If we 
sin, we must repent and ask God to both cleanse and strengthen us, knowing the terror of the Lord against sin (Luke 
12:5, 2 Corinthians 5:11, Ephesians 3:16, Hebrews 10:31, 1 Peter 4:18, 1 John 1:9). Sin cannot be a part of our lives. 
It has been cut off from us, and we have been cut off from it (Romans 6:2, 11, 18, 22, 2 Timothy 2:19, 1 Peter 2:24, 
4:2, 1 John 3:9). If we remain steadfast in the truth that is in Christ Jesus, then we will discover that it is God Who is 
perfecting everything concerning us (Psalm 18:32, Psalm 138:8, Philippians 1:6, Hebrews 10:14, 13:21). God will 
never leave or forsake us. He will faithfully stand by our side as long as we are willing to walk in Him 
(Deuteronomy 7:9, Psalm 94:14, Lamentations 3:22-23, Romans 8:38-39, 1 Corinthians 1:8-9, 1 Thessalonians 
5:23-24, 2 Thessalonians 3:3). 


