
 

Spiritual BREACHES

When the enemy shall come in like a flood, 

the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.

Isaiah 59:19



SPIRITUAL BREACHES

The Natural CONCEPT of a Breach
 

Ancient cities were protected by walls. Gardens and vineyards were protected by hedges. 

A breach is a gap or hole in a wall or hedge through which a ruinous force can enter.

...He shall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made a breach. (Ezekiel 26:10)

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?
The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it. (Psalm 80:12,13)

He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him. (Ecclesiastes 10:8)

The Spiritual CONCEPT of a Breach

Satan recognized that Job had God's “hedge” of protection around him.
He knew there would have to be a “breach” in the hedge for him to "touch" Job.

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?
Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed 
the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. (Job 1:9,10)

When the spirit has been breached there is the establishment of a ruling, besetting sin (i.e., “a king.)

Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the 
son of Tabeal (Isaiah 7:6)

When any sin controls (i.e., rules over) us it is an indication that our spirit has been breached.

He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls. (Proverbs 25:28)

God warned man from the beginning of sin’s desire to enter and rule his life.

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his 
desire, and thou shalt rule over him. (Genesis 4:7)

Disobedience to God opens up a “base of operation” within us to devils and powerful, destructive sins.

Neither give place to the devil. (Ephesians 4:27)

Every sin against God is an act of violence upon our own soul.

But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death. (Proverbs 8:36)

wrongeth > Hebrew - chamac > does violence to

Sin is self-destructive.

O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help. (Hosea 13:9)



WIDENING a BREACH

A breach can be small or it can be large.

And Joash the king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, at Bethshemesh, and 
brought him to Jerusalem, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four 
hundred cubits. (2 Chronicles 25:23)

What thing shall I take to witness for thee? what thing shall I liken to thee, O daughter of Jerusalem? what shall I equal to 
thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? for thy breach is great like the sea: who can heal thee? 
(Lamentations 2:13)

Great breaches allow the enemy to “come in like a flood.”

When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him. (Isaiah 59:19)

Left unclosed, a small breach in our spirit easily becomes larger over time.

Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? (1 Corinthians 5:6)

Each time we give in to a sin we “widen” the breach in our spirit and make it easier to do it again.

For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind... (Hosea 8:7)

When we walk in a path of disobedience over and over again, a strong, continuing habit forms.

Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard. (Proverbs 13:15)

hard > Hebrew - eythan > perpetual, constant, perennial, ever-flowing
This adjective is derived from a root which means to continue. It is usually translated strong or mighty in the KJV.

How can we know that we have a breach in our spirit?

1. When we thoughtlessly “rush” to a certain action.

Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to return.
I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I done? 
every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into the battle. (Jeremiah 8:5,6)

2. When regardless of the consequences, we are “driven” in each new day to the same actions.

Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath 
redness of eyes?
They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine...
...When shall I awake? I will seek it yet again. (Proverbs 23:29,30,35)

3. When our mouth is prone to “go off” in a wrong direction.

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit. (Proverbs 15:4)

Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by 
his fruit.
O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. (Matthew 12:33,34)



7 BREACHES Revealed through the TONGUE
 

1. Breach in the SPIRIT > ENVY
 
And his brethren envied him... (Genesis 37:11)

Perverseness in the TONGUE > HOSTILITY

And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. (Genesis 37:4)

2. Breach in the SPIRIT > BITTERNESS

...Lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled (Hebrews 12:15)

Perverseness in the TONGUE > MURMURING

And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it 
was called Marah.
And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? (Exodus 15:23,24)

3. Breach in the SPIRIT > ANGER

They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes:
Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips. (Psalm 106:32,33)

And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; 
must we fetch you water out of this rock? (Numbers 20:10)

Perverseness in the TONGUE > CURSING,  GRIEVOUS WORDS

Then Saul’s anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman, do 
not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother’s 
nakedness? (1 Samuel 20:30)
 

4. Breach in the SPIRIT > FEAR

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7)

Perverseness in the TONGUE > LYING, DECEIT

And of whom hast thou been afraid or feared, that thou hast lied, and hast not remembered me, nor laid it to thy heart? 
have not I held my peace even of old, and thou fearest me not? (Isaiah 57:11)

5. Breach in the SPIRIT > SLOTHFULNESS

The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of thorns: but the way of the righteous is made plain. (Proverbs 15:19) 

Perverseness in the TONGUE >  SELF-JUSTIFICATION, EXCUSE MAKING

The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason. (Proverbs 26:16)

The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets. (Proverbs 22:13)



6. Breach in the SPIRIT > UNCLEANNESS

And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no 
clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs...
(For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept 
bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) (Luke 8:27,29)

Perverseness in the TONGUE > SPEAKING EVIL OF AUTHORITY

But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, 
selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. (2 Peter 2:10)

7. Breach in the SPIRIT > DRUNKENNESS

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

Perverseness in the TONGUE > PROUD SPEECH, MOCKERY,

Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!
Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: (Isaiah 5:21,22)

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise. (Proverbs 20:1)



BREACHES
God's JUDGMENT on SIN

The Lord is our defense only when He is our King.
 
For the LORD is our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our king. (Psalm 89:18)

The Lord supernaturally protects His people.

As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever. 
(Psalm 125:2)

God's people are a target for the wicked.

Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the enemy.
Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity:
Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words:
That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear not. (Psalm 64:1-4)

Behind the natural enemies of God's people are supernatural beings.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (Ephesians 6:12)

God's people declare in hostile territory that the Lord reigns.

Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth... (Psalm 96:10)

Who are the heathen?

The heathen are all those in whom the Lord does not rule.

Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy 
name. (Psalm 79:6)

We are thine: thou never barest rule over them; they were not called by thy name. (Isaiah 63:19)

The "heathen" (and the powers behind them) rage against the kingship of God (and all those who affirm it.)

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, 
saying,
Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. (Psalm 2:1-3)

The threat of harm from surrounding evil is likened to approaching “flood” waters.

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid. (Psalm 18:3,4)

The Lord "rules over" every raging sea and rising wave.

O LORD God of hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto thee? or to thy faithfulness round about thee?
Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them...
Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand. (Psalm 89:8,9,13)



Because the Lord reigns, He is mightier than the mightiest wave of the sea. 

The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: 
the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.
Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting.
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves.
The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. (Psalm 93:1-4)

God tells every wave how far it can go.

And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed? (Job 38:11)

Despite surrounding evil that rages against us, our hearts can be at rest, if the Lord remains our shield.

But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.
I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill. Selah.
I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me.
I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about. (Psalm 3:3-6)

While God does not reign in the heathen, He does rule over them.

God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. (Psalm 47:8)

God promised Israel that he would keep the surrounding nations “at bay” when they fully worshipped Him.

For I will cast out the nations before thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any man desire thy land, when thou 
shalt go up to appear before the LORD thy God thrice in the year. (Exodus 34:24)

Our preservation from evil is dependent on our obedience to God.

When a man’s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. (Proverbs 16:7)

Sin creates a breach through which the wicked one "touches" us. 
Walking in obedience to God is the key to being kept from evil.

We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked 
one toucheth him not. (1 John 5:18)

When Solomon walked with God, he was kept from every evil power.

But now the LORD my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent. (1 
Kings 5:4)

God declares that if He does not keep His possession “every moment” it will be damaged.

In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine.
I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day. (Isaiah 27:2,3)

God continually watches over His people to preserve them from all evil.

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.
The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.
The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. (Psalm 121:4-7)



Solomon was warned of certain failure and defeat if the Lord did not build his house and keep his city. 

<<A Song of degrees for Solomon.>> Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the 
LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. (Psalm 127:1)

KIng David was previously warned that his children’s disobedience would open them up to chastening judgments.

If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments;
If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments;
Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. (Psalm 89:30-32)

Solomon's disobedience caused the Lord to "stir up" adversaries against him. 

And the LORD stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite: he was of the king's seed in Edom...
And God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the son of Eliadah... And he was an adversary to Israel all the days 
of Solomon (1 Kings 11:14, 23, 24)

adversary - Hebrew > satan 

While Solomon focused on the physical repair of breaches, his disobedience was opening up spiritual breaches.

And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow 
woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king.
And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the 
city of David his father.
And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and Solomon seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made 
him ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph.
And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in 
the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two were alone in the field:
And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces:
And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the 
kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: (1 Kings 11:26-31)

God visited Solomon's transgression by creating a breach for his enemies to afflict his lineage.

Thou hast broken down all his hedges; thou hast brought his strong holds to ruin. (Psalm 89:40)

Many generations are cursed by one man's iniquity, many more are blessed by one man's obedience.

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;
And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. (Exodus 20:3-6)

The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just. (Proverbs 3:33)



The HAND of GOD
Deliverance Into & Out of Evil

When “the hand of the Lord” is against us He delivers us “into” the hands of our enemies,
when “the hand of the Lord” is for us He delivers us “out” of their hands.

And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, 
and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies.
Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as the 
LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly distressed.
Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. (Judges 
2:14-16)

King David looked back on Israel’s history and knew that the surrounding nations would have “swallowed them 
up” if the Lord had not been protecting them.

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may Israel say;
If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us:
Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us:
Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul:
Then the proud waters had gone over our soul. (Psalm 124:1-5)

In Jeremiah’s day, God finally withdrew His hand of protection and allowed the enemy to devour them.

He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn of Israel: he hath drawn back his right hand from before the enemy, and 
he burned against Jacob like a flaming fire, which devoureth round about. (Lamentations 2:3)

When Israel persisted in evil and would not keep His commandments, 
God delivered them into the hand of their enemies.

And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the 
Philistines forty years. (Judges 12:1)

Also Judah kept not the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made.
And the LORD rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he 
had cast them out of his sight. (2 Kings 17:19,20)

Moreover I will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all 
the treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their enemies, which shall spoil them, and take them, and 
carry them to Babylon. (Jeremiah 20:5)

And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled over them. (Psalm 106:41)

The Bible teaches that God uses wicked “men of the world” as His “hand” of judgment upon sin.

...Deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword:
From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world... (Psalm 17:13,14)

O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. (Isaiah 10:5)
 
For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to 
possess the dwellingplaces that are not theirs. (Habakkuk 1:6)



The Bible teaches that God also uses evil spirits as His “hand” of judgment upon sin.

Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt treacherously 
with Abimelech  (Judges 9:23)

But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him. (1 Samuel 16:14)

Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets, and the LORD hath spoken 
evil against thee. (2 Chronicles 18:22)

 
He cast upon them the fierceness of his anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending evil angels among them. 
(Psalm 78:49)

When any person walks in rebellion toward God they open themselves to wicked spirits.

An evil man seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him. (Proverbs 17:11) 

messenger > Hebrew - mal'ak  > angel

Even as God uses evil angels to judge the wicked, so God uses good angels to protect and deliver the righteous.

The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. (Psalm 34:7)

Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;
There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.
For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. (Psalm 91:9-11)

The righteous can confidently call upon the Lord to deliver them “out of the hand” of every wicked one.

Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.
For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my youth. (Psalm 71:4,5)

While David expected deliverance into the hand of his enemies when he was guilty, 
he also expected deliverance out of their hand when he was innocent.

O LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that persecute me, and deliver me:
Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver.
O LORD my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in my hands;
If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; (yea, I have delivered him that without cause is mine enemy:)
Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; yea, let him tread down my life upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the 
dust. Selah. (Psalm 7:1-5)

No matter how vicious the enemy is, the Lord will not leave the righteous in his hand unless to glorify Himself.

The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him.
The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. (Psalm 37:32,33)

Satan, evil spirits and wicked men are all on God’s “leash.” 

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. (Psalm 76:10)

Because God is their protector,  no weapon of the “waster” formed against the righteous can succeed.

Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work; and I 
have created the waster to destroy.
No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt 
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD. (Isa. 54:16,17)



When we are wanting God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done in our life we can ask and expect Him to 
deliver us from evil.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. (Matthew 6:13)

 Those who refuse to forgive are tormented by painful memories and the emotions they produce.

And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.
So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses. (Matthew 18:34,35) 

God delivers those who stubbornly walk in uncleanness to the destructive consequences that Satan brings.

To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. (1 Corinthians 5:5)

All evil doing invites trouble and anguish into the soul of man.

Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;
But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile (Romans 2:9,10)

The result of “minding” (listening to) God is spiritual, physical, mental and emotional life and peace.

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. (Romans 8:6)

Being “kept from evil” means being protected from the ruin which iniquity brings to one’s soul and life.

...Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin. (Ezekiel 18:30)

God has no pleasure in the destruction of any soul. He would rather they repent of their sin and be kept from evil.

For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.
(Ezekiel 18:30,32) 

The secret to keeping our soul from harm is keeping God’s commandments.
 
He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his own soul; but he that despiseth his ways shall die. (Proverbs 19:16)

Only when we walk in righteousness will God keep us from evil.

Righteousness keepeth him that is upright in the way: but wickedness overthroweth the sinner. (Proverbs 13:6)

overthroweth > Hebrew - calaph > ruins

God preserves us when we remain His faithful, loving covenant partner.

O love the LORD, all ye his saints: for the LORD preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 
(Psalm 31:23)

God will preserve every soul who loves Him enough to hate and depart from evil.

Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked. 
(Psalm 97:10)

The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul. (Proverbs 16:17)



GOD’S STRANGE WORK
When Our God Becomes Our Enemy

God declares that He can be either friend or foe.

I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things. (Isaiah 45:7)

The Lord’s proper work is seen in His hand being turned against His enemies.

Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee. (Psalm 21:8)

It is customary for God’s hand to save His people and and be turned against their enemies.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me: thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against the wrath of mine 
enemies, and thy right hand shall save me. (Psalm 138:7)

The greatest day in Israel’s military history was when the Lord “fought for them” in Gibeon.

And the LORD discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them along 
the way that goeth up to Bethhoron, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.
And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down 
great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they 
whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.
Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and 
he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.
And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this 
written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.
And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD 
fought for Israel. (Joshua 10:10-14)

In similar fashion, one of David’s greatest victories was when the Lord “broke forth” upon the Philistines like 
powerful waters through a broken levee.

And David came to Baalperazim, and David smote them there, and said, The LORD hath broken forth upon mine 
enemies before me, as the breach of waters. Therefore he called the name of that place Baalperazim. (2 Samuel 5:20)

God’s judgment upon His enemies is spoken of as a “tempest of hail” and as a “flood of mighty waters overflowing.”

Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty 
waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand. (Isaiah 28:2)

What is God's strange work?

God’s “strange work” is His fighting against His own people in the same way He fought against His enemies.

For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, 
his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act. (Isaiah 28:21)

Perazim > Hebrew - breaches

And I myself will fight against you with an outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in 
great wrath. (Jeremiah 21:5)

The Lord was as an enemy...



The LORD hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion... (Lamentations 2:5,8)
It is difficult for the recipients of so much love and mercy to believe that God can also become their enemy.

In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed 
them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.
But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them. 
(Isaiah 63:9,10)
 
Isaiah declared that Jerusalem would be uncomfortable in understanding the judgment of God falling upon them.

Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, 
and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.
And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.
From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it 
shall be a vexation only to understand the report.
For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap 
himself in it.
For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his 
strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act. (Isaiah 28:17-21)

Evil men recoil at the thought of God’s judgment.

Evil men understand not judgment: but they that seek the LORD understand all things. (Proverbs 28:5)

Those who wish to do evil would rather eliminate the God of judgment.

Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Every one that 
doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment? (Mal. 2:17)

The false prophets in Jerusalem refused to accept the message that God would bring judgment on His own people.

Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither shall ye have 
famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place.
Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, 
neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of 
their heart.
Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, yet they say, 
Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall those prophets be consumed.
And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; 
and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour their 
wickedness upon them.
Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not cease: 
for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very grievous blow. (Jeremiah 14:13-17)

The true prophets saw the greatest danger in the people’s acceptance of the false prophets’ message.

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but thou 
makest this people to trust in a lie. (Jeremiah 28:15,16)

For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed. (Isaiah 9:16)

Crucial to repentance is the acceptance of a message of judgment upon sin.

But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then they should have turned them 
from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings. (Jeremiah 23:22)



The erroneous theology of the false prophets “strengthened the hands of evildoers” and kept them from repentance.  

I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen 
also the hands of evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and the 
inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah...
They say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto every one that 
walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you. (Jeremiah 23:14-19)

Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of 
the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life:
Therefore ye shall see no more vanity, nor divine divinations: for I will deliver my people out of your hand: and ye shall 
know that I am the LORD. (Ezekiel 13:22,23)

Even as false prophets persuaded Israel that they would escape judgment because they were God’s elect, so false 
teachers do the same within the church.

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. (2 Peter 2:1,2)

The very purpose of God’s judgment upon an elect Israel was to warn the elect under the new covenant that they 
too could and would be judged if they walked in the same disobedience.

Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea;
And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat;
And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was 
Christ. But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.
Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.
Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.
Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand.
Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.
Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.
Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come.
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. (1 Corinthians 10:1-12)

Unlike the false prophets of old and false teachers in the church, the Apostle Paul taught both the goodness and 
severity of God toward His people. Paul declared that even as an elect Israelite could be “cut off” from the 

covenant, so a true born again Christian could be “cut off” if he did not continue in God’s goodness.

Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. (Romans 11:22)

While some advocates of grace declare there is no place for fear in a New Testament exhortation, the apostles used 
it freely.

Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. 
(Hebrews 4:1)

Scripture leaves no doubt that those who ought to fear continuing in sin are genuine born again believers.

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,
But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.
He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:



Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace?
For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord 
shall judge his people.
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:26-31)

Jude warned against receiving a false grace teaching by reminding the believer that those who were unfaithful in 
Israel were “destroyed” after being genuinely “saved.”

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning 
the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. (Jude 1:3-5)

Peter warned against vain words that “strengthened the hands” of free believers to return to sin.

These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.
For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, 
those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.
While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the 
same is he brought in bondage.
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.
For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from 
the holy commandment delivered unto them.
But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in the mire. (2 Peter 2:17-22)

Paul warned the saints of the possibility of judgment if they received the vain words of those that normalized sin.

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;
Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.
For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 
disobedience. (Ephesians 5:3-6)

John also warned believers against the deceiving words of false teachers.

Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. (1 John 3:7)

Paul warned the believer of the deception that they could continue in unrighteousness and still “inherit the 
kingdom of God.”

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6:9,10)

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time 
past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:19-21)



DELIVERING the LAWFUL CAPTIVE
How Christ Closes the Breach

The UNIVERSAL Breach

It is God’s will that He should continuously reign in and over all His creation.

The LORD shall reign for ever and ever. (Exodus 15:18)

The reign of sin has interfered with and interrupted the reign of God in man’s heart.

...Sin hath reigned unto death (Romans 5:21)

The reign of sin “entered the world” through the breach of Adam’s sin.

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned: (Romans 5:12)

Man became the “lawful” captive of sin and Satan because God decreed that such should be the consequence of 
one man’s sin.

...For the judgment was by one to condemnation, (Romans 5:16)

The judgment of God for Adam’s sin “came upon all men.”  

Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation... (Romans 5:18)

When God visits sin by withdrawing His saving strength, man “bows down” as a prisoner to oppressing powers.

And what will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for 
help? and where will ye leave your glory?
Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners, and they shall fall under the slain. For all this his anger is not 
turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. (Isaiah 10:3,4)

Even as God gave the Assyrian a charge to enter, spoil and take away captive the inhabitants of the cities of Israel, 
so God allowed Satan and sin to enter man’s being through Adam’s transgression.

O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.
I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the 
spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets. (Isaiah 10:5,6)

Satan became the god of this world as a result of Adam’s breach.

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (2 Corinthians 4:4)

The sentence of condemnation was that every descendent of Adam would be born already breached by sin.

For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 
(Romans 5:19)

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. (Psalm 51:5)

The effect of God’s decree was that the nature and spirit of man would be breached by the nature and spirit of Satan.

And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. (Ephesians 2:1-3)



All who are in the flesh (i.e., those who have not been born again) have as a consequence of Adam’s sin a fallen 
nature which is an attitude of antagonism toward God’s authority.

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (Romans 8:7,8)

Because of who he is (i.e., carnal) and what he has (i.e., a rebellious sinful nature) every once born man is a slave to sin.

For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. (Romans 7:14)

Every once born man is of the flesh and incapable of walking as a loyal citizen of the kingdom of God.

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. (John 3:5,6)

By virtue of an inherited sinful nature, every person born into the world is in the grip of wickedness.

And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. (1 John 5:19)

In the absence of God’s rule in his heart, every man’s heart is full of evil and madness.

...Yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live, and after that they go 
to the dead. (Ecclesiastes 9:3)

The SPECIFIC Breach
 

Besides the universal breach created through Adam’s sin there are specific breaches created through one’s own 
disobedient choices.

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23)

Specific breaches are peculiar to generations, nations, families and individuals.

Generational

There is a generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and 
the needy from among men. (Proverbs 30:14)

National

For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the land, to possess 
the dwellingplaces that are not theirs. (Habakkuk 1:6)

Family

Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me (Deuteronomy 5:9)

Individual

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)



Jesus Christ was the only man who never experienced a breach in His spirit caused by sin.

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin. (Hebrews 4:15)

Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. (John 14:30)

Jesus Christ came to cast the ruler of the world out of man’s heart.

Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. (John 12:31)

Jesus Christ came to end the reign of sin in man’s life and begin the kingdom of God.

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. (Romans 6:14)

Jesus came to liberate us from the act of sin.

Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin...
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. (John 8:34,36)

By being united with Christ in His death and burial the believer puts off the sinful nature that prevented His 
obedience to God.

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 
not serve sin.
For he that is dead is freed from sin. (Romans 6:6,7)

All those who are born of the Spirit are no longer shackled to a sinful nature. 

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (Romans 8:9)

The condemnation received through Adam is removed through Christ so we might walk in obedience to God.

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. (Romans 8:1,2)

Jesus Christ came to destroy the rebellious nature and evil works of the devil within man’s heart.

He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8)

Jesus came to expel the destroyer from our lives and restore the walls of our life.

Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me.
Thy children shall make haste; thy destroyers and they that made thee waste shall go forth of thee. (Isaiah 49:16,17)

Jesus came to deliver the lawful captive from the powerful rule of sin and Satan.

Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive delivered?
But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be 
delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children. (Isaiah 49:24,25)



ZION'S COMFORT
The Promise of Salvation

Israel in captivity is a picture of man held captive in sin.

Judah is gone into captivity because of affliction, and because of great servitude: she dwelleth among the heathen, she 
findeth no rest: all her persecutors overtook her between the straits.
The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts: all her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, her 
virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness.
Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for the LORD hath afflicted her for the multitude of her transgressions: 
her children are gone into captivity before the enemy.
And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed: her princes are become like harts that find no pasture, and they 
are gone without strength before the pursuer.
Jerusalem remembered in the days of her affliction and of her miseries all her pleasant things that she had in the days of 
old, when her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none did help her... (Lamentations 1:3-7)

Beholding the consequences of sin grips the heart with sorrow.

And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: 
the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.
And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven (Nehemiah 1:3,4)

Every day sin “gets the better of us” we go to bed ashamed and confused.

We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our 
fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God. (Jeremiah 3:25)

The experience of defeat causes us to wake up with uncertainty and dread in facing the challenges of a new day.

And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the LORD shall give thee 
there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind:
And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life:
In the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would God it were morning! for the 
fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see. (Deut. 28:65-67)

Continual defeat wearies the heart.

How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over 
me? (Psalm 13:2)

The attempts of Israel to stay faithful to God were short-lived.

O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and 
as the early dew it goeth away. (Hosea 6:4)

Even though Israel purposed not to "run away" from God they continued to stray.

For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not transgress; when upon every high 
hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing the harlot. (Jeremiah 2:20)

We cannot be genuinely joyful when we know we are “not where we should be.”

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.
We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.
For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, 
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the LORD’S song in a strange land? (Psalm 137:1-4)



Only redemption and return to their proper place can cause the captive’s sorrow to flee and their joy to come.

Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. (Isaiah 51:11)

Deliverance is a “dream come true” for those who have long been captive.

When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath 
done great things for them. The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad. (Psalm 126:1-3)

God promised to permanently restore His people to the land through the provisions of a new covenant which would 
enable them not to depart from Him.

Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great 
wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely:
And they shall be my people, and I will be their God:
And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children 
after them:
And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. (Jeremiah 32:37-40)

In the new covenant God refuses to make His people's obedience dependent on their own ability.

For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.
Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I 
cleanse you.
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh.
And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.
And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.
I will also save you from all your uncleannesses... (Ezekiel 36:24-29)

Israel continued to break covenant with God because there was no provision under the old covenant to remedy
the sinfulness of man’s heart. God promised them new covenant which would “get to the root” of the problem.

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah:
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:
But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

Man cannot will himself to victory over sin. Nothing in his own ability (i.e. flesh) can free Him from sin.

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform 
that which is good I find not. (Romans 7:18)

The wretchedness of Israel when in captivity is mirrored by the wretchedness of the man held captive to sin's rule.

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? (Romans 7:24)

Full deliverance from the captivity of sin is only found in Jesus Christ.

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 7:25)



BUILDING the OLD WASTE PLACES
Restoring What Satan Destroyed

Satan is the destroyer. 

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations!... 
That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners? (Isaiah 
14:12,17)

When the devil is through with a life he leaves it in complete ruin.

The lion is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to 
make thy land desolate; and thy cities shall be laid waste, without an inhabitant. (Jeremiah 4:7)

Satan takes full advantage of man’s disobedience to steal, kill and destroy.

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. (John 10:10)

Wicked spirits are like hungry young lions who look for just the right moment to pounce upon and devour their prey.

The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant. 
(Jeremiah 2:15)

Devils work stealthily to “bag” their  prey.

Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. (Proverbs 1:17)

Satan is a master at keeping men blind as to his destructive schemes.

But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:
In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4)

lost > Greek - apollumi > destroy, ruin, perish

Men are clueless as to the spiritual danger they face and the spiritual damage they inflict upon themselves when 
they are outside the protective fold of God.

He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks;
Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. (Proverbs 7:22,23)

Men naively march toward destruction until the consequences of their disobedience catches up with them.
Only when their eyes are opened to spiritual realities, and they convert can the breaches in their life become 

"healed" (i.e., closed.)

Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.
Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without 
man, and the land be utterly desolate,
And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. (Isaiah 6:9-12)



Before we were born again we were ignorant of the breaches that our sin created. 
We didn't realize how the enemy was “devouring our strength.”

Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not: yea, gray hairs are here and there upon him, yet he 
knoweth not. (Hosea 7:9)

Whether we knew it or not, whenever sin opened a breach in our life the destroyer entered and went to work.

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?
The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it. (Psalm 80:12,13)

Once a breach is made, the enemy targets every holy, beautiful and pleasant gift of God in our life for desecration 
and destruction.

 
Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are 
laid waste. (Isaiah 64:11)

Devils are above all “home wreckers.”

For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his dwelling place. (Psalm 79:7)

Satan seeks to destroy children's lives through their parents' sins.

...Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. (Zechariah 13:7)

Our bodies are our personal "homes" especially targeted because they have been created by and for God.

Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. (1 Corinthians 6:13)

Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his 
own body. (1 Corinthians 6:18)

What are the "old waste places" in our life?

They are the good things that have been corrupted, destroyed or depraved through our foolish yielding to sin.

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting. (Galatians 6:7,8)

corrupt > Greek - phthora > destroy, waste, deprave

Many breaches which brought damage to our life were opened before we came to Christ.

For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful, and hating one another.
But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared (Titus 3:3,4)

Christ's ministry aims at rebuilding the “old waste places” and “former desolations.”

And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste cities, 
the desolations of many generations. (Isaiah 61:4)



Through Christ, God “closes up the breaches” of our life in order to “rebuild the old waste places.”

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his 
ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old (Amos 9:11)

After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the 
ruins thereof, and I will set it up (Acts 15:16)

God comforts His people and causes them joy and thanksgiving by rebuilding the old waste places in their lives.

For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and 
her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. 
(Isaiah 51:3)

In the day of redemption, the waste places in our life can sing for joy because the Lord is rebuilding what the enemy 
once destroyed.

Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath 
redeemed Jerusalem.
The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God. (Isaiah 52:9,10)

After we are cleansed from our iniquities by the blood of Christ, God desires to so rebuild and beautify our lives 
that others will marvel at what He has done for us.

Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to dwell 
in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded.
And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by.
And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and 
ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited.
Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that 
was desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it. (Ezekiel 36:33-36)

When the breaches remain closed and the old waste places are rebuilt in our life, we are in position to end Satan's 
cycle of destruction for our descendants and raise up a good foundation for “many generations” to come.

And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; 
and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in. (Isaiah 58:12)



NO TURNING BACK
The Proper RESPONSE to a Great Salvation

The return God expects is always according to the benefit given.

What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me? (Psalm 116:12)

God expects much from those to whom He has given much.

For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him 
they will ask the more. (Luke 12:47,48)

The nation of Israel was given advantages and opportunities to know and walk with God unlike any other nation.

What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision?
Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. (Romans 3:1,2)

He sheweth his word unto Jacob, his statutes and his judgments unto Israel.
He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. (Psalm 147:19,20)

In light of their holy privilege, God questioned how Israel ended up so “strange” to Him.

Yet I had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange 
vine unto me? (Jeremiah 2:21)

Isaiah composed a song of lament concerning the disappointing return God received from His investment in Israel.

Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very 
fruitful hill:
And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst 
of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard.
What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?
And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; 
and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:
And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for 
judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry. (Isaiah 5:1-7)

In spite of His judgment, the Psalmist asked God to mercifully restore Israel to their inheritance.

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it.
Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land.
The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.
She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.
Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?
The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it.
Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine;
And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself. (Psalm 80:8-15)

With restoration comes responsibility not to “turn again to folly.”

I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not 
turn again to folly. (Psalm 85:8)



Ezra was overcome with grief when Israel did not properly respond to the grace and mercy of God that was shown 
them and once again departed from His command after being restored to the land.

And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my heaviness; and having rent my garment and my mantle, I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto the LORD my God,
And said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased over our 
head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens.
Since the days of our fathers have we been in a great trespass unto this day; and for our iniquities have we, our kings, and 
our priests, been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, and to a spoil, and to 
confusion of face, as it is this day.
And now for a little space grace hath been shewed from the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to 
give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage.
For we were bondmen; yet our God hath not forsaken us in our bondage, but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of 
the kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set up the house of our God, and to repair the desolations thereof, and to give 
us a wall in Judah and in Jerusalem.
And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? for we have forsaken thy commandments,
Which thou hast commanded by thy servants the prophets, saying, The land, unto which ye go to possess it, is an unclean 
land with the filthiness of the people of the lands, with their abominations, which have filled it from one end to another 
with their uncleanness.
Now therefore give not your daughters unto their sons, neither take their daughters unto your sons, nor seek their peace or 
their wealth for ever: that ye may be strong, and eat the good of the land, and leave it for an inheritance to your children 
for ever.
And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great trespass, seeing that thou our God hast punished us 
less than our iniquities deserve, and hast given us such deliverance as this;
Should we again break thy commandments, and join in affinity with the people of these abominations? wouldest not 
thou be angry with us till thou hadst consumed us, so that there should be no remnant nor escaping?
O LORD God of Israel, thou art righteous: for we remain yet escaped, as it is this day: behold, we are before thee in our 
trespasses: for we cannot stand before thee because of this. (Ezra 9:5-15)

What is God EXPECTING From the NEW Testament Believer?

The promise and the potential of the Christian life is built on the better benefits of the New Covenant.

For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God. (Heb. 7:19)

By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. (Hebrews 7:22)

But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was 
established upon better promises. (Hebrews 8:6)

It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these. (Hebrews 9:23)

Those who have entered the new covenant have been granted a greater salvation than those under the old covenant. 
The New Testament believer can serve God in holiness and righteousness EVERY day of their life.

That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life. (Luke 1:74,75)

Provision to not turn back from God belongs to all who enter the new covenant.

And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put 
my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. (Jeremiah 32:40)



Jesus charged those He made whole to “sin no more.”

Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come unto thee. (John 5:14)

God warns every new testament believer that it would have been “better for them not to have known” the right 
way than to turn away from it after receiving so great an escape.

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.
For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in the mire. (2 Peter 2:20-22)

Through sin, a backslider forfeits the identity of a saint and turns back to being a sinner. 

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? 
God forbid.
For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. (Galatians 2:17,18)

While Adam made us sinners through no fault of our own, if we turn back to sin, after being saved, we make ourselves  
sinners through no one’s fault but our own. 

The flesh is not to be blamed for a believer’s sin. Through Christ’s death on the cross we have been delivered from 
the flesh, but if we return to sin we once again give the flesh a “base of operations” from which to rule us. 

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one 
another. (Galatians 5:13)

occasion > Greek - aphorme > a place from which a movement or attack is made, a base of operations

With His last breath, Jesus declared that His sacrifice finished the work necessary to deliver men from sin.

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
(John 19:30)

The one who sins willfully after salvation because they believe not sinning is impossible should know that God has 
designed no other or better provision for their deliverance in the future.

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins 
(Hebrews 10:26)

The warning of Hebrews is not for the unbeliever who neglects the great salvation in Christ, but the believer who 
fails to respond properly to such a full and perfect salvation.

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard him (Hebrews 2:3)

Because Jesus bore the “chastisement of our peace” and with “His stripes we were healed” it is our proper  
response not to “offend any more.”

Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will not offend any more:
That which I see not teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I will do no more. (Job 34:31,32)



The BATTLE to REBUILD
The First Return Under ZERUBBABEL

Encountering a Stubborn Enemy

Timeline of Captivity and Restoration

  722 B.C.  - Assyrian Captivity - Fall of Samaria (2 Kings 17)
   605 B.C.  - First Invasion of Babylon (Daniel taken captive)
   597 B.C.  - Second Invasion of Babylon (Ezekiel taken captive)
   587 B.C.  - Third Invasion of Babylon 
    586 B.C  - Fall of Jerusalem
     538 B.C  - Decree of Cyrus   
      536 B.C.  - First Return under Zerubbabel
       536 B.C.  - Rebuilding of Temple Started 
       534 B.C.  - Rebuilding of Temple Discontinued 
       520 B.C.  - Rebuilding of Temple Resumed
       516 B.C.  - Rebuilding of Temple Finished
      458 B.C.  - Second Return under Ezra
      445 B.C.  - Third Return under Nehemiah
       444 B.C.  - Walls Fully Rebuilt

The Lord planned for the rebuilding of Israel even when they were in the process of destroying themselves. 

Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that 
stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself...
That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou 
shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof:
That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers:
That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be 
built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. (Isaiah 44:24,26-28)

Even as the God of judgment raised up kings (Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar) to spoil His people; 
the God of mercy raised up kings (Cyrus, Artaxerxes) to restore them. 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it 
also in writing, saying,
Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and 
build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:1-3)

God sounded a call for a free remnant to return and rebuild their shattered land as a witness to His great power and 
love.

Ho, ho, come forth, and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four winds 
of the heaven, saith the LORD.
Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. (Zechariah 2:6,7)

Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive 
daughter of Zion. (Isaiah 52:2)

Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end 
of the earth; say ye, The LORD hath redeemed his servant Jacob. (Isaiah 48:20)



Only a portion of the exiles in Babylon took advantage of the opportunity to return to their land.

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit 
God had raised, to go up to build the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:5)

The whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three hundred and threescore (Ezra 2:64)

Powers of darkness do not make rebuilding easy.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even 
in troublous times. (Daniel 9:25)

When God gives us an opportunity there is also opposition.

For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries. (1 Corinthians 16:9)

And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to 
resist him.
And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? (Zechariah 3:1,2)

Every rebuilder is up against stubborn enemies who have their own, rather than God’s interests, in mind.

Then the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in building,
And hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign 
of Darius king of Persia. (Ezra 4:4,5)

Unclean spirits hater the order and beauty that God brings to the redeemed soul. 
They want to regain control of their former "home" and make it even worse than it was before.

When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.
Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and 
garnished.  
Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: 
and the last state of that man is worse than the first. (Matthew 12:44,45)

garnished > Greek - kosmeo > put in order, arranged

The first tactic of the enemy is to pose as an ally who wants to help us. 
He will accept a small "corner" in our heart at first and hope to gain back more control as time goes on.

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity builded the temple unto the 
LORD God of Israel;
Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build with you: for we seek 
your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assur, which brought us up hither. 
(Ezra 4:1,2)

Successful rebuilders see through "deceitful lusts" and "slam the door" on every sly overture of the enemy.

But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye have nothing to do with 
us to build an house unto our God; but we ourselves together will build unto the LORD God of Israel, as king Cyrus the 
king of Persia hath commanded us. (Ezra 4:3)



The enemy is more concerned about the walls in our life being set up than the altar of God. 
(He will give us Sunday, if he can can have the rest of the week.)

Be it known unto the king, that the Jews which came up from thee to us are come unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious 
and the bad city, and have set up the walls thereof, and joined the foundations. (Ezra 4:11)

Like a parasite, the enemy wants breaches in our life to remain open so he can continue to “feed” off us.

Be it known now unto the king, that, if this city be builded, and the walls set up again, then will they not pay toll, 
tribute, and custom, and so thou shalt endamage the revenue of the kings.
Now because we have maintenance from the king’s palace, and it was not meet for us to see the king’s dishonour, 
therefore have we sent and certified the king;
That search may be made in the book of the records of thy fathers: so shalt thou find in the book of the records, and know 
that this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they have moved sedition within the same 
of old time: for which cause was this city destroyed.
We certify the king that, if this city be builded again, and the walls thereof set up, by this means thou shalt have no 
portion on this side the river. (Ezra 4:12-16)

Satan orders lying spirits to pronounce decrees over the lives of the saints that are contrary to God’s decrees.

Give ye now commandment to cause these men to cease, and that this city be not builded... (Ezra 4:21)

The rebuilding of our lives can come to a halt because we have allowed intimidating spirits to dictate their will.

Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, 
they went up in haste to Jerusalem unto the Jews, and made them to cease by force and power.
Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of 
Darius king of Persia. (Ezra 4:23,24)

By the encouragement of the word of God we must defy and resist every power that would hinder God's complete 
purpose for our life.

Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and 
Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them.
Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which 
is at Jerusalem: and with them were the prophets of God helping them. (Ezra 5:1,2)

Although the enemy is a "stripped" power he questions our authority in disobeying his dictates.

At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and Shetharboznai, and their companions, and said 
thus unto them, Who hath commanded you to build this house, and to make up this wall? 
...What are the names of the men that make this building? (Ezra 5:3,4)
 

We must know that although the enemy can “bark” loudly at us, he has been “defanged.”

But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the matter came to 
Darius: and then they returned answer by letter concerning this matter. (Ezra 5:5)
 
Powers of darkness that previously had a place in our life will only begin to "back down" as we exercise our blood 

bought authority to say "no" to them and "yes" to God. 

Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, Shetharboznai, and your companions the Apharsachites, which are 
beyond the river, be ye far from thence: Let the work of this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews and the 
elders of the Jews build this house of God in his place... 
Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let timber be pulled down from his house, and being set 
up, let him be hanged thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill for this. (Ezra 6:6,7,11)



The BATTLE to REBUILD
The Second Return Under EZRA

Establishing a Sacred Edifice

In 516 B.C., under the reign of Darius, the work of rebuilding the temple was finished and the worship of God was 
restored with joy.

And the children of Israel, which were come again out of captivity, and all such as had separated themselves unto them 
from the filthiness of the heathen of the land, to seek the LORD God of Israel, did eat,
And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with joy: for the LORD had made them joyful, and turned the heart of 
the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. (Ezra 6:21,22)

Almost 60 years later (458 B.C.), under the reign of Artaxerxes, Ezra is commissioned to return to Jerusalem.

Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of 
Hilkiah...
This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the LORD God of Israel had 
given: and the king granted him all his request, according to the hand of the LORD his God upon him. (Ezra 7:1,6)

God is always looking upon our lives and seeing what yet needs to be done.

Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before 
God. (Revelation 3:2)

strengthen > Greek - sterizo > establish

When God establishes us He removes all that is still imperfect and unbefitting for us as a holy people.

And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of 
our hands establish thou it. (Psalm 90:17)

God zealously works in the heart of every born again believer to complete the good work He started.

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,
Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,
For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ (Philippians 1:3-6)

The Father carefully regards the condition of His planting and tends to it as needed.

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. (John 15:1,2)

Ezra recognized that it was the Lord Himself who saw what needed to be done in Jerusalem and once again raised 
up a Gentile king to fulfill His pleasure.

Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing as this in the king’s heart, to beautify the 
house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem:
And hath extended mercy unto me before the king, and his counsellors, and before all the king’s mighty princes. (Ezra 
7:27,28a)



Every work begun by God is also "confirmed" (i.e., established) by Him in an ongoing fashion in order for us to be 
blameless before Him at His coming.

Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:8.9)

It is the faithful work of Him who has pronounced us holy to work in us the complete fruits of a holy and 
unreproachable life.

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:23,24)

The end purpose of all God's outreach to men is to establish their hearts unblameable in holiness before Him.

Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you.
And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward 
you:
To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his saints. (1 Thessalonians 3:11-13)

Ezra is sent by King Artaxeres to ensure that the true worship of God is fully and correctly carried out. 

Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done for the house of the God of heaven: for why 
should there be wrath against the realm of the king and his sons? (Ezra 7:23)

diligently > Aramaic - adrazda > correctly, exactly

God calls His people to awake out of their spiritual slumber and walk circumspectly in all His will and way.

Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.
See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:14-18)

circumspectly > Greek - akribos > exactly, accurately, diligently

Eighty years after the first return under Zerubbabel, a new generation was "awakened" by God to return with 
Ezra in order to fully establish His worship in Jerusalem

And I was strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was upon me, and I gathered together out of Israel chief men 
to go up with me. (Ezra 7:28b)

The HELPER of God’s People

The Holy Spirit is called by Christ to come into every believer as their helper.

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. (John 14:16,17)

comforter > Greek - parakletos > one summoned or called to the side of a needy person in order to provide help

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities... (Romans 8:26)

In his ministry Ezra is a type of the Holy Spirit. The name Ezra means “help.”



1. The MINISTRY of EZRA to ISRAEL

Ezra's ministry was to teach and remind Israel of all God had spoken to them. 
 
For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. 
(Ezra 7:10)

Ezra was the king's agent, sent to insure that no one would be ignorant of the laws of God. 

And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God, that is in thine hand, set magistrates and judges, which may judge all the 
people that are beyond the river, all such as know the laws of thy God; and teach ye them that know them not. (Ezra 7:25)

Before Ezra left Babylon, his first concern was to make sure all which had been set apart for the Lord's house 
should be kept holy (i.e., not mixed in with the other treasure given them.)

Then I separated twelve of the chief of the priests, Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brethren with them..
And I said unto them, Ye are holy unto the LORD; the vessels are holy also; and the silver and the gold are a freewill 
offering unto the LORD God of your fathers.
Watch ye, and keep them, until ye weigh them before the chief of the priests and the Levites, and chief of the fathers of 
Israel, at Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of the LORD. (Ezra 8:24,28,29)

And we came to Jerusalem, and abode there three days.
Now on the fourth day was the silver and the gold and the vessels weighed in the house of our God... (Ezra 8:32,33)

Soon after he arrived, Ezra discovered the compromises which the first remnant had been involved in.

Now when these things were done, the princes came to me, saying, The people of Israel, and the priests, and the Levites, 
have not separated themselves from the people of the lands, doing according to their abominations, even of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites.
For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for their sons: so that the holy seed have mingled themselves 
with the people of those lands: yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath been chief in this trespass. (Ezra 9:1,2)

The report of sin in "God's camp" caused Ezra to become emotionally upset.

And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment and my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head and of my beard, and 
sat down astonied. Then were assembled unto me every one that trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because of the 
transgression of those that had been carried away; and I sat astonied until the evening sacrifice. (Ezra 9:3,4)

The grief of Ezra moved the people to godly sorrow.

Now when Ezra had prayed, and when he had confessed, weeping and casting himself down before the house of God, 
there assembled unto him out of Israel a very great congregation of men and women and children: for the people wept 
very sore. (Ezra 10:1)

Ezra’s attitude toward their sin was the catalyst for true repentance among the people.

And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, answered and said unto Ezra, We have trespassed against our 
God, and have taken strange wives of the people of the land: yet now there is hope in Israel concerning this thing.
Now therefore let us make a covenant with our God to put away all the wives, and such as are born of them, according to 
the counsel of my lord, and of those that tremble at the commandment of our God; and let it be done according to the law.
Arise; for this matter belongeth unto thee: we also will be with thee: be of good courage, and do it.
Then arose Ezra, and made the chief priests, the Levites, and all Israel, to swear that they should do according to this 
word. And they sware. (Ezra 10:2-5)



Ezra required of the people both confession and forsaking of sin.

And Ezra the priest stood up, and said unto them, Ye have transgressed, and have taken strange wives, to increase the 
trespass of Israel.
Now therefore make confession unto the LORD God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from 
the people of the land, and from the strange wives.
Then all the congregation answered and said with a loud voice, As thou hast said, so must we do. (Ezra 10:10-12)

2. The MINISTRY of the HOLY SPIRIT to the BELIEVER

The Holy Spirit's ministry is to teach and remind the believer of all Christ has spoken.

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (John 14:26)

The Holy Spirit comes into our life to guide us into the complete truth.

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth... (John 16:13)

When the Holy Spirit comes into our heart He begins to reprove sin.

 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment (John 16:8)

The Holy Spirit is within the believer to personally instruct him in truth that was previously unknown to him.

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same 
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (1 
John 2:27)

Through ignorance of God’s will and word, we opened many breaches in our life before coming to Christ.
These breaches determined what kind of a sinner we turned into.

Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in 
unbelief. (1 Timothy 1:13)

Breaches cannot be healed until the sin which caused them is “discovered.”

...For thy breach is great like the sea: who can heal thee?
Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee: and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy 
captivity; but have seen for thee false burdens and causes of banishment. (Lamentations 2:13,14)

The Holy Spirit is God’s agent to help us discover our sins so we don’t continue in them anymore.

That which I see not teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I will do no more. (Job 34:32)
Backsliding (i.e., the failure to close a breach) happens as we “hold fast” to any degree of deceit.

 
Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual backsliding? they hold fast deceit, they refuse to 
return. (Jeremiah 8:5)

To be deceived is to believe there is something good in what God calls evil, or something evil in what He calls good.

Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter! (Isaiah 5:20)



The heart is deceived before the Holy Spirit comes in.

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? (Jeremiah 17:9)

The believer is no longer to walk in the ignorance or deceit that characterized his former life.

This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,
Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their heart:
Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.  
But ye have not so learned Christ;
If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:
That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts  
And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (Ephesians 4:17-24)

The renewing of our mind, according to the will of God is a process of the Holy Spirit.

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5)

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:2)

There can be no disagreement with the Holy Spirit if we are to be brought into full alignment with the will of God.

Can two walk together, except they be agreed? (Amos 3:3)

The Holy Spirit sets us apart and seeks to confirm us as the holy possession of God.

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise (Ephesians 1:13)

The Holy Spirit within us is grieved when there is compromise with sin.

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. (Ephesians 4:30)

The Holy Spirit imparts to us God’s attitude (mind and feeling) toward evil.

The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. (Proverbs 
8:13)
 

When we walk in the fear of the Lord we distance ourselves from evil.

By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil. (Proverbs 16:6)



The BATTLE to REBUILD
The Third Return Under NEHEMIAH

 Erasing a Shameful Experience
 

Sin brings shame and humiliation.

Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people. (Proverbs 14:34)

Breached walls in our life after the Lord has redeemed us give the enemy an occasion to reproach us.

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in 
Shushan the palace, That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them concerning 
the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.
And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and 
reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. (Nehemiah 1:1-3)

The enemy “roars” and reproaches when he continues to have access to our "midst" through breached walls.

Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations...
O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever? (Psalm 74:4,10)

Not only do God's enemies reproach us when they “rule over” us but they blaspheme His name.

Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken away for nought? they that rule over them 
make them to howl, saith the LORD; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. (Isaiah 52:5)

There are times when we discover that the breach in our own (or another’s) life is much worse than we supposed. 

And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven (Nehemiah 1:4)

When Ezra discovered the sin of his people he was heavy with shame.

And at the evening sacrifice I arose up from my heaviness; and having rent my garment and my mantle, I fell upon my 
knees, and spread out my hands unto the LORD my God,
And said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are increased over 
our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens. (Ezra 9:5,6)

A lack of shame over one's sin is a sign of unrighteousness.

...The unjust knoweth no shame. (Zephaniah 3:5)

Breaches will never heal when sin is accepted and the decision is made not to be guilty about it anymore.

They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace.
Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they 
blush... (Jeremiah 6:14,15)

Breaches do not heal through generic confessions of sinfulness, but specific confessions of sin that have indeed 
plagued us and our family.

  
Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before 
thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we 
have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned. (Nehemiah 1:6)

Before we can repair the walls of our life we must clearly see where they have been breached.  

And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls 
of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire. (Nehemiah 2:13)



When made aware by the Holy Spirit what needs to be done in our life we must be careful who we share it with.

And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the 
nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work. (Nehemiah 2:16)

Those who judge what God can do by what they and others have already experienced are apt to dampen hope and 
discourage effort from the beginning.

And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.
And they laughed him to scorn... (Mark 5:39,40)

Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? 
(Genesis 18:12)

Nehemiah recognizes the full extent of the problem but does not allow what he sees to deter his faith or action.

Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with 
fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach. (Nehemiah 2:17)

For we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7)

Only those who believe that success is possible will “strengthen their hands” for an endeavor.

Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king’s words that he had spoken unto me. 
And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work. (Nehemiah 2:18)

Nehemiah names those individuals whose faith and commitment to repair the breached walls is notable.

Next unto him repaired Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, of the goldsmiths. Next unto him also repaired Hananiah the son of 
one of the apothecaries, and they fortified Jerusalem unto the broad wall. (Nehemiah 3:8)

There are always a "few names" which stand out in every generation of unbelief and compromise.

Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for 
they are worthy. (Revelation 3:4)

A commitment to close the breaches in our life is a commitment to "cease to do evil" in areas 
where we have habitually yielded to temptation.

We must “cease” to do evil before we can “learn” to do good.

Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;
Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. (Isaiah 1:16,17)

If we are going to begin to do good in any area, our custom or habit of doing evil in that area must stop.

Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil. 
(Jeremiah 13:23)

Discouraging spirits laugh at our commitment to change claiming we are incapable of doing what we hope to do.

But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed 
us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? (Nehemiah 2:19)

No matter how willing one is, sin indeed is inevitable if one is “in the flesh” (i.e., not born of the Spirit.)

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform 
that which is good I find not. (Romans 7:18)



When reproached by the enemy, the faith filled look past their own weakness to God's power to save.

I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me.
He shall send from heaven, and save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. Selah. God shall send 
forth his mercy and his truth. (Psalm 57:2,3)

Nehemiah answered the taunt of the enemy by pointing to God as the secret of their success.

Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise 
and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem. (Nehemiah 2:20)

The sin enslaved man of Romans 7 who is exposed to reproach for his failure to obey the law he is committed to 
keep, is set free from the law of sin through the work of Christ. 

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord... (Romans 7:24,25)

Many who have the opportunity in Christ to close breaches in their life never do so.

Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. (1 Cor. 15:34)

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? (Romans 6:3)

Satan's psychological warfare waged against the believer's commitment to obedience has been met by an army in 
the church sowing questions meant to discourage such obedience ("This is unrealistic! do you really expect not to 

have any sin in your life? What are you expecting - perfection in a day?")

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and 
mocked the Jews.
And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, What do these feeble Jews? will they fortify 
themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the 
rubbish which are burned? (Nehemiah 4:1,2)

A spirit of discouragement can meet those wanting to break old habits. Any attempt at beginning a new habit of 
obedience is mocked as hopeless.  There is the prediction that we will meet with certain failure even in facing the 

smallest temptation.
 
Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break 
down their stone wall. (Nehemiah 4:3)
 

We must understand that those who mock what we can do are actually mocking what God can do in us. 
Thus, they provoke Him to anger.

Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, and give them for a prey in the land of 
captivity:
And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before thee: for they have provoked thee to anger 
before the builders. (Nehemiah 4:4,5)  

Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O LORD, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name...
Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily.
Forget not the voice of thine enemies: the tumult of those that rise up against thee increaseth continually. (Psalm 74:18,22,23)

Success in closing breaches results from faith and work. Breaches begin to be closed when concrete action is taken 
not to sin in areas we areas of previous defeat.  

So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work. 
(Nehemiah 4:6)



Powers of darkness do not make rebuilding easy.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the 
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even 
in troublous times. (Daniel 9:25)

The enemy becomes angry when he discovers that the breaches in our life are beginning to be healed.
  Before any considerable progress is made he "conspires" to fight us through a concerted effort.

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, heard 
that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,
And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it. (Nehemiah 4:7,8) 

A displaced enemy spirit will enlist the aid of other spirits to regain access into and control of his former dwelling.

Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: 
and the last state of that man is worse than the first. (Matthew 12:45)

We cannot overcome the enemy in our own strength.
Although we face a great enemy, we have an even greater Savior.

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 
(1 John 4:4)

To stay “one step ahead” of the devil’s devices we must commit to prayer and watchfulness. 
 
Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night, because of them. (Neh. 4:9)

We can become overwhelmed by the extent of the “mess” that remains to be cleaned up from our past.

And Judah said, The strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we are not able to 
build the wall. (Nehemiah 4:10)

Because rebuilding the wall of our life is so important our adversaries will fight us to "cause the work to cease."

And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and 
cause the work to cease. (Nehemiah 4:11)

Through devious means the enemy would pull us away from this all-important first work.

And it came to pass that, when the Jews that dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times: ‘Ye must return unto us 
from all places.’ (Nehemiah 4:12 JPS)
 

We must be prepared to fight the enemy of our soul who would hinder the work of repairing the breach.

Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the people after their families with 
their swords, their spears, and their bows. (Nehemiah 4:13)

The fight to see the breaches closed in our life is not only for us but for our families.

And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of 
them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your 
wives, and your houses. (Nehemiah 4:14)

To repair the wall is to walk in continued obedience where we once walked in disobedience. 
We must also be armed and ready to resist the enemy who would stop our repairing of a breached wall.



And it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my servants wrought in the work, and the other half of them 
held both the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons; and the rulers were behind all the house of Judah.  
They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon. For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his 
side, and so builded. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me. (Nehemiah 4:16-18)

Nehemiah is an example of one who under sustained attempts to stop building the wall refused to give in. 
He “saw through” his enemies’ devices.

Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, heard that I had 
builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;)
That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of 
Ono. 
But they thought to do me mischief. And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?
Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner. (Nehemiah 6:1-4)

The enemy who once feasted on us through opened breaches must be stedfastly (i.e. firmly, consistently) resisted in 
those very areas. 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the 
world. (1 Peter 5:8,9)

We must “see through” Satan’s devices to regain an advantage over us.
Yielding to sin IS yielding to Satan.

Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

In the days of our ignorance we  foolishly conditioned ourselves to various sinful behaviors through repeated wrong 
choices. 

For my people is foolish, they have not known me; they are sottish children, and they have none understanding: they are 
wise to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge. (Jeremiah 4:22)

Even as we yielded our members to a given sin repeatedly, likewise we must yield our members to righteousness if 
the breach is to close.

I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to 
uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 
(Romans 6:19)

As long as we refuse to “fashion ourselves according to the former lusts,” we are now able to be reconditioned 
through obedience.

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ;
As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance (1 Peter 1:13,14)

We MUST know that even as each yielding to sin opened breaches wider; each refusal to sin causes breaches to 
grow smaller.

Personal breaches are closed up by "patient continuance" in saying "no" to sin in places where we once said "yes."  
Only by the practice of obedience will habits that once controlled us no longer be in our experience.

We must seek an experience of glory and honor where once had an experience of shame.

To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life (Romans 2:7)



Each act of obedience CLOSES or HEALS a breach and serves a dual purpose. 
Firstly, it erases the shameful experience of our past career in sin. 

Secondly, it allows for a new experience of holy and glorious living to replace it.

For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.
What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death.
But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
life. (Romans 6:20-22)

Only consistent obedience to God causes powers of darkness that formerly swallowed us to "back off."

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7)

When the enemy sees he is getting "nowhere" with us he will move to some other "prey."

For thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of the 
inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. (Isaiah 49:19)
 

We can wear the enemy out through stubborn resistance.

So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days.
And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw these things, they 
were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God. (Nehemiah 6:15,16)

While temptation will not completely end in this life, the sign that a breach has been fully closed is that oppressing 
powers of darkness eventually flee when they cannot get anywhere.

There are seasons of temptation. 
In order for an episode of temptation to depart, the tempter must be resisted repeatedly until he flees.  

Even when “all” temptation at a given time has ended, all temptation will not permanently and completely 
disappear, but be gone “for a season.”

And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season. (Luke 4:13)

Even after the breaches have been fully closed, the gates have been built and the enemy has backed off we must 
maintain constant, faithful vigilance in the fear of God.

 
Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, and the porters and the singers and the Levites 
were appointed, That I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem: for he was a 
faithful man, and feared God above many. And I said unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun 
be hot; and while they stand by, let them shut the doors, and bar them: and appoint watches of the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, every one in his watch, and every one to be over against his house. (Nehemiah 7:1-3)

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.  (1 Corinthians 10:12)

There is great rejoicing and thanksgiving in our hearts and homes when the past shameful experience of defeat is 
replaced with the glorious experience of victory through Christ. 

And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, 
to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with 
harps...
Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also and 
the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off. (Nehemiah 12:27,43)

Jesus came to make the experience of freedom from sin ours “in deed.” 

Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin...
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. (John 8:34-36)





 

 

 


