The Revelation of John The Divine

The Prophecies to the Church: Chapters 1-3
Introduction

Chapter 1

1- The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show his servants what
must by necessity' happen quickly’ and He made it known’ sending His
messenger’ to His servant John.

2- Who has born witness to the Word of God and the testimony Jesus Christ of all
that he saw.

3- Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy and keeps
the things written in it for the time’ is near.

' The Greek word ‘dei’ may simply be understood as ‘necessity’ or ‘destiny’ but in this context it
would be divine destiny.

* The Greek word * taxos’ means ‘swiftly, speedily quickly, without delay’. We may understand this
word to mean that when it is time for Jesus to come and the subsequent unfolding of the
Tribulation it will all happen very quickly. The first time that the Greek word ‘taxos’ occurs in the
New Testament in Luke 18:8 it invokes the meaning of an event that would not necessarily happen
soon with respect to a timeline but when it was time for the Son of Man to come the judgment
would take place quickly. This Greek word is used one more time in the book of Revelation in 22:6.
In this scripture Jesus says, “behold I come quickly.” It is obvious today that Jesus did not mean that
he would come in the very near future but when He does come it will happen quickly. The fact that
Jesus did not know the time of His coming concurs with the fact that Jesus would not have been
referring to a timeline but to a quick and speedy event (Mark 13:32; Matthew 24:36,50; 25:13).

* The Greek verb * semaino’, has a variety of meanings but more than anything else it refers to the
use of a symbol or a sign to cause something to be understood. When Jesus talked about His death
by crucifixion He said “If I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to me” (John 12:32).
Instead of coming right out and saying “If I be crucified” He used a word that describes what
happens when one is crucified thus he was able to both refer to being lifting up as the serpent in
the wilderness and His own crucifixion (John 3:14). This Greek word may be translated ‘to give a
sign, to make clear, signal, to command, rule; to show a sign, point out, announce, prove. It is used
6 times in the New Testament and each time it carries the meaning of ‘to signal’ or ‘to announce’
(John 12:33; 18:32; 21:19; Acts 11:28; 25:27).

* An angel also accompanied and helped Daniel with the visions and revelation of the last days.
However, it is important to note that ‘aggelos’ may refer to any messenger whether man or angel.
At the end of Revelation John falls to the feet of this messenger and was rebuked for doing so. It
was at this time that the messenger was revealed to be a fellow servant to John and one of the
prophets. The Greek verb ‘adelphon’ (brethren) may be understood as kindred or nationality as it
is used when Peter addresses the crowd or Israelites in Acts 2: 29.

’ The Greek word ‘kairos’ may refer to a definite of specific time and in this case a time of crisis or
decisive moment as such it is viewed as one of the chief eschatological (study of the last days)
terms. Karios is a common word occurring 85 times in the New Testament and 485 times in the
Septuagint. The Jews did not recognize the ‘kairos’ or Messianic times when Jesus came (Luke
19:44). The ‘kairos’ that Jesus spoke of concerning Himself was the time of His death (Matthew
26:18). Now in the same since the decisive moment or critical time for everyman is near.



4- John to the seven churches that are in Asia. Grace to you and Peace from Him
who is and was and is to come’ and from the seven spirits that are before His
throne.

5- And from Jesus Christ the faithful” witness the firstborn from among the dead”
and the ruler of the kings’ of the earth. The One who loves us and has freed" us
from our sins with His own blood"".

*The Septuagint also refers to God as “He who is” (Gr- ho on). God describes Himself in the Old
Testament as “I Yahoah am the first and I am He who will be with the last” (Jeremiah1:6;14:13;
Isaiah 41:4c¢).

" The adjective ‘pistos’, ‘faithful’ is from the noun ‘pistis’, ‘faith’. Jesus is referred to as the faithful
witness in Rev 3:14 and Psalms 89:37.

* Jesus being the firstborn from the dead refer to the fact that He is the first one who was
resurrected from the dead with an immortal and eternal body. Paul also gives the exact same title
for Jesus in Colossians 1:18 “And He is the head of the body the church, who is the beginning, the
firstborn from among the dead the he might hold first place in all things.” Jesus is also referred to
as, “the first fruits of them that sleep” 1 Corinthians 15:20,23 and “the first that should rise from
the dead,” Acts 26:23.

* That Jesus Christ our Lord should be the King over all kings is found in both the Old and New
Testaments, “Also I will make him a firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.” Psalms 89:27,
Which in its own time he shall show the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings, and Lord of
lords;” 1 Timothy 6:15

' One of the most important doctrines that is essential for salvation is "Faith in the Blood of Jesus to
Cleanse form Sin." We find a word used here in Revelation 1:5 that emphasizes the radical effect that the
blood of Jesus has on sin, the blood looses it from off of us or frees us from its hold. The Greek verb that is
used is found 43 times in the New Testament. The basic meaning of 'luo’ is to set free, untie, or loose. The
opposite of "luo’ is 'deo’ which means to bind (Matthew 18:18). One of the many ways that it can be
translated is 'destroy’ as in 1 John 3:8, "...that he might destroy the works of the devil." The verb occurs in
its "aroist active" form 20 times (Mark 11:2; John 2:19; 11:44: Acts 7:33; Rev 9:14; Acts 22:30; Mark 1:7;
Luke 3:16; Acts 13:25; Rev 5:2; 1:5; Matt 21:2; Luke 19:30; Acts 2:24; Eph 2:14; Matt 5:19; 16:19; 18:18;
John 1:27; 1 John 3:8). In all of these verses it is primary translated, destroy, loose and untie. Other Greek
words that are used to express the effect of the blood is 'katharitzo' which is also used many times in the
gospels to describe leapers being cleansed after Jesus had headed them. The word is used concerning our
hearts having been purified (Acts 15:9); a people purified for God (Titus 2:14), the blood that purifies the
conscience (Hebrews 9:14,23); that cleanses from sin (1 John 1:7); and that cleanses from all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). There is a striking change of tense in this verse that helps to underscore the
fact that the blood of Jesus has freed us from every sin. The change in tense is between “agaponti’ (loves)
and ‘lusanti/lousanti’ (loosed/washed). While 'love' is in the present tense ‘loosed' is in the past tense. This
alludes to the fact that Jesus freed us from our sins at the moment that we received His forgiveness yet His
love is present and forever ongoing. By the blood of Jesus we were set free to go out from the land of
bondage and captivity just as the children of Israel were set free from slavery on the night of the Passover.
They were not being set free every day little by little but God gave them a complete deliverance when He
came and saved them form their oppressors. He set them free so that they could serve Him, be His people
and live in His inheritance. We were equally set free from our sins when we called upon the name of the
Lord Jesus. Each of us had as it were our own individual Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7). When we were set
free we came into the realm of the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God is the realm of our inheritance where we
are protected, guided and provided for by God. Here in this place of His goodness we grow and mature in
every dimension of Gods goodness through the activity of His love that has been poured into our hearts by
the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). In this grace and provision of God if we sin and confess our sin the blood of
Jesus will purify us from any contamination of sin that would separate us from God so that we can continue
on in the fellowship of being in the light as He is in the light (1 John 1:7,9; 2:1). The Greek word ‘louein’ is
used for washing the whole body and the noun “loutron is a term used for baptism (Ephesians 5:26; Titus
3:5), thus making ‘lousanti’ an allusion to baptism. However, the idea communicated by ‘lusanti’ denotes
the release from slavery and freedom from the tyrannical reign of Satan. (The Textus Receptus has



6- And has made us kings and priests'"” to God and His Father"; glory and might to
Him unto the ages of the ages. Amen.

7- Behold He comes with clouds' and every eye shall see Him and they which
pierced” Him. Yes, and all the tribes of the earth shall wail® on account of Him
amen.

‘lousanti’ (washed) based on P 046 82, 2059, the Koine tradition, later uncials whereas most of the
minuscules, manuscripts associated with Andreas of Caesarea, and few earlier versions, albeit even some
suspect versions, read ‘lusanti’).

" The blood of Jesus is the means by which the sins of every willing person are removed. In the Old
Testament we discover that the blood purges (Leviticus 17:4), cleanses (Leviticus 14:1-9, 14 and
sanctifies (Exodus 19:20-21). These types in the Old Testament revealed what Christ Jesus would
do for all mankind when He offered up His own soul as the Lamb of God for everyman. His blood
is the representation of our life and the means by which all past sins have been removed having
been justly executed. Most scholars agree that the sprinkling of the blood on the altar and the
ascending smoke of the sacrifice symbolize union of the one making the offering with Yahoah.
That Jesus is the fulfillment of these sacrifices and offerings is clear from the following verses
(Hebrews 1:3; Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Hebrews 9:9,14; 1 Peter 1:2,19; 1 John 1:7; John 1:29;
1John 3:5; Hebrews 10:1; Hebrews 2:11; Hebrews 13:12; Ephesians 1:7; Romans 3:25; Romans 5:9).
Our sins having been removed by the offering of the blood of Jesus we are brought into the family
of God and our elected position as priest and kings.

" The idea of God’s people being a kingdom of priest and a holy nation is communicated in
Exodus 19:-6 and Isaiah 61:6. The same privilege is extended to those of the New Covenant, which
of course fulfills rather than replaces the Old Covenant (1 Peter 2:5, 9; Matthew 5:17).

** Central to the New Testament is the fact the Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God. God is called
the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ three times in the New Testament (2 Corinthians 11:31;
Ephesians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:3). Jesus calls God His Father 65 times (Matthew 10:32,33; 11:25,26,27; 12:50;
15:13; 16:17,27; 18:10,19,35; 20:23; 24:36; 25:34; 26:29,39,42,53; Mark 14:36; Luke 2:49; 9:26; 10:21,22;
22:29,42; 23:34,46; 24:49; John 2:16; 5:17,18; 6:32; 8:19; 8:28,38,49,54; 10:17,18,25,29,30,32,37;12:26;
14:2,7,20,21,23,28; 15:1,8,10,15,23,24; 16:10; 18:11; 20:17,21; Revelation 2:27; 3:5,21). Jesus is also
called God's Son 69 times (Matthew 1:23; 4:3; 4:6; 8:29; 14:33; 16:16; 26:63; 27:40,43,54; Mark 1:1; 3:11;
5:7; 15:39; Luke 1:32,35; 4:41; 22:70; John 1:14,18,34,49; 3:16,17,18,36; 5:25; 6:69; 9:35; 10:36; 11:4,27;
19:7; 20:31; Acts 3:13,26; 8:37; 9:20; 13:33; 1:4,9; 5:10; 8:3; 1 Corinthians 1:9; 15:28; 2 Corinthians 1:19;
2:20; 4:4; Ephesians 4:13; Titus 1:4; Hebrews 1:8; 4:14; 6:6; 10:29; 2 Peter 1:17; 1 John 3:8; 4:9,10,15;
5:5,9,10,11,12,13,20; 2 John 3,9; Revelation 2:18.) Jesus is the eternal God who was both God and with
God throughout eternity whom John referred to as the Word (John 1:1,14; Revelation 19:13). God created
everything by Jesus Christ who Himself also was and is God (Ephesians 3:9; John 1:3; Colossians 1:16;
Hebrews 1:2). God the Word became the only begotten Son of God by being born of a woman to redeem
all mankind making us kings and priest to God and heirs and joint heirs with Himself (Romans 8:17).
When God came to rescue Israel out of the land of Egypt He appeared in a cloud, Gr-nephele, (Exodus
13:21-22). When Yahweh God came to speak with Israel so that all of the people could hear His voice He
came in a cloud (Exodus 19:9). When Yahweh God called Moses to come up into the mountain to meet
with Him Moses went up into a cloud (Exodus 24:15-18). The event that most clearly captivates the fact the
person Yahweh God was actually in the midst of this cloud is found in Exodus 14. When the cloud of God
stood between Israel and Egypt to prevent the Egyptians from overtaking the Israelites Yahweh God looked
out of the cloud at the host of the Egyptians. Evidently, the Egyptians were able to see Yahweh when He
poked His head out of the cloud for the scripture says He caused a destructive panic among the army of the
Egyptians (Exodus 14:24). The cloud of God was seen in Israel after Solomon had finished building the
temple. His presence so overwhelmed the people that the priest could not perform their priestly duties (2
Chronicles 5:14). The last time that the glory cloud of God was seen in the Old Testament times was when
Jerusalem was overthrown by Babylon (Ezekiel 10:4). When the prophet Daniel prophesied of the the last
days and the coming of the Messiah he pictured the Son of man coming with the clouds to the Ancient of
Days (Daniel 7:13). The cloud of God was not seen again until Jesus went up into the mountain to pray
with Peter, James and John. The glory cloud overshadowed them and Yahweh God spoke out of the midst



8- Iam the alpha and the omega, beginning and ending’, says the Lord who is and
who was and who is to come the Almighty .

9- 1 John, also your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation” and in the
kingdom and patient endurance™ of Jesus Christ, was in the island which is called
Patmos’' because of the Word of God and because of the testimony of Jesus
Christ.

The Things Seen By John (The Vision of Jesus)

10-1 came to be in Spirit” on the Lords day and I heard a loud voice as a trumpet
behind me,

11- saying “I am the Alpha and the Omega the first and the last® and what you see
write in a book and send to the churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus and to

of the excellent glory and said, “This is my beloved Son in whom | am well pleased” (Mark 9:7; Luke 9:34-
35; 2 Peter 1:17) The cloud of God is associated with the return of the Lord Jesus at the time of the first
resurrection and the catching away of the church and also at His second coming (Acts 1:9-11; 1
Thessalonians 4:17; Matthew 24:30; 26:40; Mark 13:26;14:26; Luke 21:27).

" The Greek word ‘ekkenteo’ (pierced) only occurs here and in John 19:37. The prophet
Zachariah saw and spoke this same message more than 400 years earlier “and they shall look upon
me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him” (Zachariah 12:10).

' Zachariah 12:10, was fulfilled in part at Calvary because it is written, “For these things were done,
that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another
scripture says, They shall look on him whom they pierced,” (John 19:36-37). However, there is a
broader application given here in Revelation 1:7 which is not limited to the house of Israel but
extends to every tribe of the earth. The wailing in this case is probably not due to remorse but to
the pending judgment. Jesus will not only be visible when He comes to meet the saints in the air in
order to hide them from the day of wrath but He will be seen throughout the period of the day of
vengeances and the wrath of God (1 Thessalonians 4:17; Revelation 6:15-16).

" Jesus now makes known that He is the one who is the sum total of everything and fills everything
by describing Himself as the Alpha and Omega and thus implying everything in between. He too is
the one “who is and who was and is to come” a description given of God the Father in verse 4.

" Jesus is also the Almighty, the ‘pantokrator’, which is a common Septuagint description of
Yahoah (Yahweh). In the Septuagint ‘pantokrator’ translates ‘Elohei TZevaot’ and ‘Yahoah
TZevaot’ which literally means “God of armies”. It only appears one time in the New Testament
outside of the book of Revelation and that is in 2 Corinthians 6:18.

" The Greek word ‘thlipzin’ may be translated tribulation or suffering but it is most commonly
identified with tribulation. It is this word that appears in John 16:33, wherein Jesus told his
disciples that “in this world you will have tribulation”.

* The Greek word ‘hupomone’ is usually translated patience in the Authorized Version and first
occurs in the New Testament in Luke 8:15. It is translated from the Hebrew word ‘mekveh’ in the
Septuagint and may be rendered hope or abiding as in its first occurrence in 1 Chronicles 29:15.

* The Island of Patmos is a small rocky island that is about 10 mile long and 5 miles wide in the
Aegean Sea. It is reported to be about 40 miles southwest of Ephesus. Tertullian wrote that after
John “suffered no hurt from being plunged in boiling oil” he was exiled to Patmos. Ignatius and
Irenaeus also concur with Tertullians account of John, that John was exiled to Patmos by Domitian
emperor of Rome.

* The phrase found here “egenomen en pneumati” (I came to be in Spirit) is different from the
normal state of the believer “este en pneumatic” (are in Spirit) Romans 8:9. John had come under
a special anointing or influence of the Holy Spirit as he was empowered to be taken up into heaven
and experience this vision.

* Jesus now states that he is not only the “arche kai telos” (Beginning and End) but also the “oh
protos kai oh eschatos” (The First and The Last) Revelation 1:8, 11.



Sardis and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to
Laodicea.

12- And I turned to see the voice, which spoke with me, and having turned I saw
seven golden menorahs™.

13- And in the midst of the seven menorahs like a Son of Man® with a robe reaching
to His feet™ fastened at the chest with a gold bel.

14- And His head and hair were white as if wool as white as snow and His eyes as a
flame of fire”.

15- And His feet like fine brass as if glowing in a furnace™ and His voice as the voice
of many waters”.

16- And having in His right hand seven stars and a sharp two-edged sword™ was
going forth out of His mouth and His countenance was as the sun shines in its
power.

* When John turned to see Jesus he first encountered His church, which is His body the fullness of Him
who fills all things and His representative on the earth. God instructed Moses to make a seven-branched
Menorah (Gr-luchnia), which was to be placed in the Tabernacle (Exodus 25:31-37). The Tabernacle on
earth was a figure and representation of the heavenly one, which John saw in this vision. A new dimension
of meaning was given to the lamps by this revelation. We discover that the churches are symbolized by the
menorah (Revelation 1:20). The church is the light of the world as Jesus said “a city set upon a hill that
cannot be hide” (Matthew 5:14-16). The prophet Zachariah saw a similar vision in Zachariah 4:2; the
seven-branched Menorah was associated with the fullness of the Spirit of God and with the eyes of Yahoah
(Zachariah 4:6,10). A similar revelation is also drawn out here in the book of Revelation where we observe
the seven Spirits indirectly associated with the menorah. The difference is that the church is now revealed
and the seven Spirits are associated directly with the seven churches rather than the menorah. When we
consider the seven Spirits of God we may either understand it as the fullness of Gods Spirit or more
specifically as seven attributes of the Spirit. The prophet Isaiah revealed that the Messiah would come in
the fullness of the Spirit of God and listed these seven attributes of the Spirit: 1-The Spirit of Yahweh; 2-
The spirit of wisdom; 3- The spirit of understanding; 4- The spirit of counsel; 5- The spirit of might; 6- The
spirit of knowledge; 7- The spirit of the fear of Yahweh. God placed the fullness of His Spirit and power in
the church insomuch that He refers to the church as the fullness of Him that fills all things (Ephesians 1:23;
1Corinthians 12:28). It is through the church that God communicates His will and makes Himself known
revealing Jesus by His Spirit (John 16:13-15; Colossians 1:18,24; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27).

¥ When God showed Daniel a similar vision concerning the last days he saw the Son of Man come
with clouds of heaven and coming to the ancient of days was given dominion and glory and a
kingdom (Daniel 7:13-14). We may conclude that thee is an intentional connection between these
two passages.

* This is the only time that the Greek ‘poderes’ is found in the New Testament. However, it is
found seven times in the Septuagint and refers to the robes of the High Priest in every case except
for one. We may view Jesus as the Great High Priest who has passed into the Heavens and now
stands in the midst of His church watching over the affairs and order of the church with a jealous
care and affection. A description of the robes of the High Priest are given in Exodus 28 and 29.
The appearance of the golden belt at his chest reminds us of the breastplate of Judgment worn by
the Priest.

* Once again there is a note of judgment in the description of His eyes being as a flame of fire. The
idea of these images describing anger and judgment are further emphasized when the church at
Thyatira is being rebuked for allowing Jezebel to teach and mislead His servants to commit
fornication (2:18).

* Daniel described many of these same features in Daniel 7:9 and 10:5. We are also reminded of
the appearance of Jesus as He was transfigured before Peter, James and John (Luke 9:29).

* This same description of the voice of God is given in Ezekiel 43:2 and Revelation 19:6.



17- And when I saw Him I fell as His feet as dead’ and He laid His right hand upon
me saying to me, “Fear not™; I am the first and the last”,

18- And the Living and I became dead and behold I am alive to the ages of the ages,
Amen and have the keys of hell and of death.

19- Write therefore what you have seen and the things that are and the things that are
about to take place after these things™.

20- The mystery™ of the seven stars which you saw upon my right hand and the seven
golden menorahs. The seven stars are the seven messengers of the seven
churches; and the seven lamp stands, which you saw are the seven churches.

The Things That Are (The Church)

Chapter 2

* The sharp two-edged sword is the word of His mouth that utters divine judgment both to the
church at Pergamum whom He warns that He will come and fight against with the sword of His
mouth unless they repent and the nations that are gathered against Him (2:16; 19:15,21).

* The encounter with the divine presence had the same effect on all Israel, Daniel, Ezekiel, Peter,
James, John and Paul (Leviticus 9:24; Daniel 8:17; 10:15; Ezekiel 1:28; Matthew 17:6 and Acts
26:14).

* John who during the days of Jesus earthly ministry had rested his head upon the chest of the
Lord now is overcome with His awesome glory. He then hears the Master speak the same
comforting words that He spoke when He approached the disciples walking on the water and when
they saw Him transfigured before them, “Fear not” (Matthew 14:27;17:7)

It has been noted by Greek scholars that the word for “last” is not the neuter ‘eschaton’ but the
masculine ‘eschatos’ indicating that the end is not an event but a person, Christ Jesus. Yahoah God
used this same expression to comfort His people in Isaiah 41:4; 44:6; 48:12 now Jesus His only
begotten Son identifies Himself in the same absolute sovereignty.

* The Gospel of John is organized as a chronology giving us the necessary information that allows
us to understand the length of the ministry of Jesus. Without the gospel of John we would not have
the evidence to support that Jesus ministry was anymore than a year and a half in length. The book
of Rvelation is also organized in a logical chronology of events. The first indication of the
chronology of the book of Revelation is given in this verse, which is also the key to understanding
the way that this book of prophecy is organized. The book of Revelation if oprganiszed into three
sections: First- “What you have seen”, which was the vision of the Son of Man and is recorded in
chapter 1. Second- “The things which are”, concerning the church recorded in chapters 2-3. Third-
“The things that are about to take place after these things”, which begins in chapter 4. One obvious
fact that underscores these three divisions is that in chapters 2 through 3 the word church occurs 7
times. However, from Revelation 4:1 to 22:21 the word church totally disappears. The
chronological order of the book of Revelation is further served by the fact that there are 7 seals,
sevan trupets and the seven vials that are dealt with sequentially through the events of this book.
Other than a few obviously parathentical statements the chronological sequence has no
interruptions. The Greek phrase “meta tauta” which means “after these things” and marks the final
section of the book of Revelation appears in 4:1 The beginning of chapter 4 verse 1 also opens and
closes with these words “meta tauta” underscoring the transition that has been outlined here in
verse 19.

” This is in fact the nature of the book of Revelation to make known the mystery or hidden symbol.
The Hebrew/Aramaic word that the Septuagint translates ‘musterion’, is ‘raz’ and first occurs in
Daniel 2:18.



1- To the messenger™ in the Ephesian’” Church write, This is what He says who
grasp’ the seven stars in His right hand who walks in the midst™ of the seven
golden menorahs.

2- 1know your works" and your hard labor and your patient enduring and that you
cannot' tolerate” evil. And you examined” those who claim to be apostles™ and
are not and found them to be liars.

3- And you have borne and patiently endured and you have labored and have not
grown weary for my Name.

4- But I have this against you that you have left your first love®.

5- Remember therefore where you have fallen from and do the first works™. But if
not I will come to you quickly and I will remove your menorah out of its place
unless you repent.

6- But this you have that you hate the works of the Nicolaitanes*, which I also hate.

* The Greek word ‘aggelos’ may be translated ‘angel or messenger’. Because it is apparent that Christ
Jesus is writing to the one who is responsible for setting things in order in the church, aggelos has been
translated messenger. The first time in the Old Testament that aggelos and it Hebrew counterpart malach
are used of a man is in Genesis 32:3,6, “Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau” and then again in
Numbers 20:14, “And Moses sent a messenger (aggelos) from Kadesh unto the king of Edom”. In fact of
the 219 times that malach occurs in the MT about 96 times it refers to a human messenger.

* Historically we believe that John was an overseer at the Church of Ephesus. We also know that Paul had
a significant impact on the spiritual climate of Ephesus, having as he said, “fought with beast at Ephesus”
(1 Corinthians 15:32; Acts 19:8,10). The Temple of Diana (Artemis), which was one of the seven wonders
of the ancient world, was located there. The worship of Diana was one of the major religious practices
during the time of the Roman Empire (Acts 19:35).

* The Greek ‘kraton’ may be translated ‘govern, grasp, take possession of, hold fast, hold in ones power’.
* Jesus is walking in the midst of the churches inspecting and guarding His church against corruption by
instructing, correcting and executing judgment.

“ This is the opening statement that Jesus makes to everyone of the churches “I know your works” (Textus
Receptus). If our works were not important to Jesus it would not be so emphasized. However we know that
works these kind of works are inseparable from faith for as James said, “faith without works is dead” why?
Because the works that God desires are produced by faith.

* The Greek verb ‘dunamai’ which is translated ‘able, can, do or have power’.

* The Greek verb ‘bastatzo’, means ‘to bear, carry, put up with, tolerate’

* The verb ‘peiratzo’ may be understood as try, make a trial of, put to the test, discover what kind of a
person someone is and thus to examine.

* Paul had warned the church of Ephesus that after he was gone savage wolves would creep in and would
not spare the flock (Acts 20:20). Evidently the leadership at Ephesus had been vigilant in this area and had
run the wolves off.

* The first love is the love that the Father has for us, “Herein is love not that we loved God but that He first
loved us...” 1 John 4:10. The love that we have for God is the love that He has given us, having poured it
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, (Romans 5:5). It may be that the church at Ephesus had become so
focused on their works and so guarded against the invasion of false doctrines that they had left off being
focused and intimate with the Lord Jesus Christ. There must be a balance both of these must be done but
love must be first. Above everything else God has called us to worship him in Spirit and in Truth. As we
walk with God in the Spirit the love relationship is held supremely above everything else. The Holy Spirit
gives us insight and revelation as to whom we should run off and the proper way to deal with sin and
deception. A very important rule to remember is that, “knowledge buffs up but love edifies”, (1 Cor. 8:1).
The knowledge and judgment that we should exercise should come from the overflow of love
predominating our life, “I pray that your love will abound more and more in knowledge and judgment”
(Philippians 1:9). Barclay concludes that “heresy-hunting had killed loved and orthodoxy had been
achieved at the price of fellowship” does this sound familiar?

“ Contrary to the opinion of many in the church today, works are important to Jesus who will judge
everyman according to his works (1 Peter 1:17).



7- He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches®. To him that
conquers” I will give him to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the
paradise™ of God.

8- And to the messenger in the Smyrneans’ church write: This is what the first and
the last says who became dead and lives,

9- 1 know your works and your tribulation and poverty but you are rich also, the
slandcg52 of those who claim to be Jews and are not but are a synagogue™ of
Satan™.

10- The things that you are about to suffer do not fear at all. Behold the devil is about
to cast some of you into prison that you may be tried and you shall have
tribulation for ten days. Be faithful unto death and I will give you a crown of life.

11- He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He that
conquers shall in no way be injured from the second death.

12- And to the messenger in the Pergamos church write: this is what He says who has
the sharp two-edged sword.

“ From what we can understand about this Gnostic group is that they claimed that it was there Christian
liberty thet gave them the right to practice idolatry and sexual immorality. The fact the Ephesus was a
center for the most immoral and wicked practices is well attested in ancient writings. It appears that many
of the Christians at Ephesus were being overcome by the influences of their modern and affluent culture.
Ephesus was not only one of the great cities of the Roman Empire it was at the cross roads of world
commerce. The pressures from their social environment and affluence would have weight heavy on them to
compromise.

* This is another common phrase spoken to all seven churches “He that has an ear let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches”. It is this plea of the Lord Jesus Christ that calls out to all churches in every
generation to listen to the judgment of Jesus Christ concerning His church.

* The Greek verb ‘nikao’ means to win a victory over, to conquer.

* This is the same Greek word used in the Septuagint for “garden”. It first occurs in Genesis 2:8 “And
Yahoah God planted a garden east in Eden”. It is used 12 times in Genesis chapter 2 and 3 to describe the
Garden of Eden where God had planted the tree of life, in the midst of the garden.

*" Smyrna is the modern city of Izmir. It is the only city of the seven that still survives until this day. It is
located about 35 miles north of Ephesus on the Aegean Sea. It was a great city in the days that this letter
was delivered to them by John. It is the city that claimed to be the birthplace of Homer, also coins have
been found describing the city as being “First of Asia in beauty and size.” Smyrna is a famed city of
persecution against Christians for it was here that the elderly Polycarp, the twelfth martyr of Smyrna was
burned for refusing to confess that Caesar was Lord. After the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Smyrna
became a favorite place for Jewish people to settle.

* The Greek word used is ‘blasphemian’ and may be translated, ‘blasphemy, slander, defame, revile’.
Certainly the Jews blasphemed the name of Jesus and also slandered the Christians of Smyrna. The context
definitely supports the translation of both blasphemy and slander, In that the persecution is being leveled
directly at the Christians it seems appropriate to use the word slander for the translation.

* Synagogues were the equivalent of modern day churches. The synagogue was the place where Jews
gathered together to worship. Jesus and Paul ministered in the synagogues and more than likely all of the
other apostles and ministers did so as well for it was there commission to go to the house of Israel first
(Acts 3:26). The Greek word synagogue is first found in the Septuagint in Genesis 1:8 and translates the
Hebrew ‘kava’ gathered, “let the waters under the heavens be gathered”. There is little doubt that the Jews
of Smyrna severely persecuted the Christians. In the Martyrdom of Polycarp 12.2, after that Polycarp had
confessed he was a Christian “the multitude of heathen and Jews living in Smyrna cried out with
uncontrollable wrath”. The Jews then joined in and gathered wood to burn Polycarp even though it was a
Sabbath day. Had the Jews been willing to be fundamentally obedient to the law they would have not been
guilty of this terrible evil.

* The first time that the Greek word ‘satana’ is used in the New Testament was during the time that Jesus
was being tempted of the devil in Matthew 4:10, Jesus said, *“ Get away Satan”.



13-1 know your works and where you dwell, where the throne of Satan is. And you
cling” to my name and have not deny my faith even in the days in which Antipas,
my faithful witness, who was killed among you where Satan dwells.

14-But I have a few things™ against you because you have there those clinging to the
teachings of Balaam who taught Balak to cast a stumbling block before the sons
of Israel to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit fornication™ .

15-So™ you also have those clinging to the doctrines of the Nicolaitanes, which I
hate.

16- Repent, and if not I am coming to you quickly and I will make war with them by
the sword of my mouth.

17- He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches to him that
conquers I will give to him to eat of the hidden manna. And I will give to him a
white pebble and on the pebble a new name written which no one has known
except he who receives it”.

18- And to the messenger in the Thyatira church write: this is what the Son of God
says who has eyes as a flame of fire and His feet like fine brass.

19-1 know your works, love, service, faith and your enduring patient and also your
last works to be more than your first.

20- But I have a few things against you because you allow that women Jezebel who
calls herself a prophetess to teach and mislead my servants to commit
fornication™ and to eat things sacrificed to idols.

21- And I gave her time that she might repent of her fornication and she did not
repent.

22-Behold, I cast her into a bed and those who commit adultery with her into great
tribulation unless they repent of their works.

* The Greek word ‘krateo’ used of the Christians holding on to the name of Jesus is the same word used of
Jesus holding on to (grasping) the stars in His right hand, (Revelation 2:1).

* Jesus only had one thing against the Ephesus church but He has a few things against the church of
Pergamus. This time it is not about relationship issues but doctrine. Jesus will fight against them with the
sword of His mouth, which also may be viewed as His word. He will smite the nations and slay the armies
of the antichrist with the sword of His mouth (Revelations 19:15, 21).

*" Evidently, this was a common practice among Gentiles and perhaps even among some Jews; it was the
most important issue addressed by the first council at Jerusalem in Acts 15:20. The evidence to these
details of Balaam’s doctrine are recorded in Numbers 25:1-3; 31:15,16.

* The Greek adverb ‘outos’ translated ‘so’ associates the doctrine of Balaam with the practices of the
Nicolaitanes.

* Jesus will also receive a name that no one knows except Him (Revelation 19:12).

* To most people it may seem absolutely absurd that a doctrine like this could be accepted by any serious
Christian. Those who were being mislead were truly born of God as Jesus calls them His servants. The
doctrine that these Gnostics like the Nicolaitanes taught was so deceptive and confusing that it destroyed
the defense that the servants of God had against temptation. One of the primary things that they taught was
that the spirit it saved not the soul or body. It was there belief that it did not matter what one did with the
soul and body so long as they did not sin with their spirit. It was believed then that fornication was
insignificant because it was done with the body because the spirit was not involved it was permissable.
They also believed as Cerfaux referring to related sects describes that they believed that it was fine to
sacrifice to the idols to escape martyrdom since true confession was with the heart and not with the lips.
They also held that Grace would be violated if a person made an effort on their own to please God and that
effectively they should continue to sin so that Grace may abound which Paul speaks against in (Romans
6:1). These people such as Jezebel would claim to know the deep things of God by the spirit through their
practices but in reality all they knew was the depths of Satan (1 Cor 2:10).



23- And her children I will kill with death and all of the churches will know that I am
the one who searches the inner being®' and the hearts and I will give to each of
you according to your works®.

24- But to you I say and the rest who are in Thyatira as many as do not have this
doctrine and who have not known the depths of Satan, such as they express; I will
not cast any other burden upon you.

25- But what you have cling to until I come.

26- And he that conquers and he that keeps my works until the end I will give
authority over the nations.

27- And he shall rule them with a rod of iron as vessels of pottery are broken in
pieces” just as I also have received from my Father.

* The Greek ‘nephros’ means ‘kidneys’, however, it is used figuratively of the inner life or mind. This
word only occurs one time in the New Testament. However, it is found 31 times in the Septuagint and first
occurs in Exodus 29:13 translating the Hebrew word ‘kilyah’ which is the word for kidney. Of the 31 times
that ‘kilyah’ is found 13 times it is translated ‘reins’ by the Authorized Version but is thought to refer
figuratively to the inner being or seat of emotions and affections, i e, heart, mind, spirit or the core of the
inner person. It is first used with respect to the inner life in Psalms 7:10. The fact that the kidneys were
always offered to the Lord as an offering that He breathed in may serve to emphasize the relationship of our
thoughts to fellowship with God. Those things, which we think and meditate on, have a greater
significance in our communion with God than what we have considered.

 This is very close to Jeremiah 17:10, “I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man
according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.”

* Jesus is coming to bring down everything contrary to the will of the Father and the culture of the
kingdom of God. Everything that opposes the will of the Father will be crushed with the same ease that a
rod of iron can shatter a vessel of clay. The Father has given Jesus the heathen for His inheritance and the
uttermost parts of the earth for His possession, He shall break them with a rod of iron; He shall shatter them
in pieces like a potter’s vessel (Pslams 2:8-9). The kingdom of God is being demonstrated and revealed
through the church. We are the light of the world that shine bright for all to see the way to freedom and
liberty. Our voices shout with the proclimation of the Father come be healed of your disease, come to the
place where there is liberty and justice for all. Unfortunatley many turn a deaf ear and refuse to see the love
of God. In their defiant and rebellious hearts that believe they know a better way. Soon God will no longer
tolerate the wickedness and the defiance of men and Jesus will come again to execute judgment and
righteousness on the earth. Jesus will come with His saints and out of his mouth will come a sharp sword,
and with it He will smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron (Revelation 19:15). The
throne of Gos will be forever and ever and the septer of His kingdom is the right septer!

There are so many people today who believe they are right yet they still live the rebellious and disobedient
life of sin. They have been deceived into believing that religion makes them right. God demands complete
conformity to His will and ways and has given us the change of heart and the power to obey. Those who
refuse to obey will be cast into a place called hell because sin and death have no place in Gods kingdom.
When Jesus comes the people that remain on the earth will be brought under His absolute and soverign
rule. Christ and His saints will command the will of the Father with a rod of iron that smashing everything
contrary to God’s holiness and righteousness (Psalms 2:9; Revelation 2:27; 12:5; 19:15).

The kings and the princes of the earth try to remove the restraints of God’s ways, they try to break off the
rule of a Holy God but they will not succeed (Psalms 2:2). They believe that liberity is the right to do what
ever wicked thing they may choose and probagate death and destruction through the world. They refuse to
recognize that the earth and all of its fullness belongs to God who created it and He is the One who sets the
rules. But God in His love an mercy will not allow this evil to exist forever. He will come in rihteousness
and judgment and crush to pieces this evil plague. The governments of men will fall before Him like a
potter’s vessel before a rod of iron. Every evil and wicked way that is an offense to life and the ways of
God will be destroyed.

God’s laws of life were established to protect all of life and these laws cannot be compromised. There are
many who have a problem with the severity of God as though in someway His laws are unjust (Romans
11:22; 2 Corinthians 5:11). However, His laws are the laws of life and without Him everything would cease
to exist. God desires to rule over us in His loving kindness and tender mercies but as the protector of life
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28- And I will give to him the morning star®.
29- He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Chapter 3
1- And to the messenger in the Sardis” church write: this is what he says who has

the seven spirits” of God and the seven stars. I know your works that you have a
reputation of being alive but you are dead.

and the innocent He will destroy the transgressors who through their sins and iniquity violate the
sacredness of His life.

The rulership of Jesus has already begun, His winnowing fork is in His hand. He separates the wicked
from the righteous (Matthew 3:12; Luke 3:17). His axe is laid to the root and every evil tree that does not
bring for good fruit He will be cut down (Matthew 3:10; 7:19; Luke 3:9; John 15:6). God’s hatred burns hot
against sin and iniquity and His love and mercy He restrains His wrath until all men have an opportunity to
change. The Holy Spirit has come to show us the ways of life and the beauty of holiness so that we may
agree with God about the need to destroy all unrighteousness. God’s righteous cause will become our cause
too if we will allow the Spirit of truth to reign over our lives.

We have been appointed by God to rule and reign with Christ Jesus and that reign must begin in our hearts
right now (2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 20:4-6; 1 Corinthians 6:2-3; Revelation 3:21; 5:10). We must beat
down and destroy every spiritual power, authority and rule that is unlike God. Everything that would
attempt to lead us into sin must be resisted and every power of the wicked one cast down. We have been
given authority as the sons of God to crush every power of darkness and every realm of iniquity. As the
priest and kings of God we cannot allow those things that God has condemned to exist in our lives. How
can we demand others to refuse what we would allow. How can we crush those things in someone elses life
that we have allowed to dominate our own.

Today God shepherds us with a pastoral rod, which both protects and corrects us. The opportunity is given
to everyone to come under the rule of Jesus Christ and the governship of the Sprit of Holiness. He is a
loving and merciful Savior who died to set us free from the slavery of sin. His rod and staff can be a
comfort to you if you will simply submit to His corrections and reproof that are given to perfects your life.
If we refuse to allow Christ Jesus to rule us and the Spirit of Holiness to teach us we will be destroyed. It is
certain that all sin and rebellion will be eradicated and the plague of death will be no more (1 Corinthians
15:24-26).

All of mankind rejoiced when small pox was eradicated but a far worse plague exist in sin. There is
nothing more evil and vial than the plague of iniquity. It is the power behind every terrible thing socially,
physically and morally. It is sin that causes the disease of diseases the ruin of every man, death. Jesus
received power and authority to wipe sin out forever and deliver men from the plague and pain of eternal
death (Acts 13:33; Psalms 2:7; Romans 1:4; Hebrews 1:2,5; 5:5; 7:28; Hebrews 2:14; 2 Timothy 1:10; 1
John 3:8). As the representatives of God who have received divine authority we are commissioned to drive
out and smash the powers of darkness wherever we encounter them (Luke 10:19; John 1:12; John 3:1;
Revelation 1:5-6, 9; 2 Corinthians 2:15-21). We have the cure, the double remedy for all disease both
spiritual and physical. The name of Jesus crushes and destroys every power of sin and death. Every
opposing force is little more than a fragile clay pot that is easily smashed when struck by the iron rod of His
authority.

* This is somewhat of a mystery. The morning star may actually refer to a position of authority or perhaps
some other dimension of Jesus person of position. Jesus is the Star that rose up out of Jacob fulfilling the
prophesy or Balaam in Numbers 24:17. Peter describes the Day Star that will arise in the heart of the
believer who takes heed to the word (2 Peter 1:19). Finally, we may also understand it as a position given
to an angel long ago who rebelled against God (Isaiah 14:12).

* Sardis was a city steeped in immorality with the lascivious worship of the nature goddess Cybele. Also,
located in Sardis were two gymnasia where the athletes played naked. In the midst of a pagan religious
system that glorified and worshiped the physical attributes of man and whose pity was measured by their
immorality the church was to be pure and holy. Many of the same modern day pressures and temptations to
be involved in sexual immorality weighed heavily upon the saints at Sardis.

* The seven spirits of God may also be related to the fullness of the Spirit of God in the church which is
symbolized by the seven branched menorah (Revelation 1:12; Ephesians 1:23; 1 Corinthians 12:13,27).
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2- Arise, wake up! And strengthen” what remains, which is about to die for I have
not discovered” your work to be perfect before my God.

3- Remember then what you have received and heard and keep it and repent.
However, if you do not watch® I will come like a thief” and you will not know at
what hour I will come upon you.

4- You have a few names also in Sardis that have not stained their garments and they
shall walk with me in white”' because they are worthy.

5- He who conquers will be clothed in the same way with white garments”™ and I will
not blot out” his name from the book of life and I will confess his name in front
of my Father™ and in front of His angels.

6- He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

7- And to the messenger in the Philadelphia church write; this is what he who is
Holy and True” says, who has the keys of David, who opens and no one shuts and
who shuts and no one opens”.

" The Greek word ‘sterizo’ may be translated ‘strengthen or establish’. In view of the backsliders at Sardis
being dead they must strengthen what remains which is on the verge of dying.

* The Greek word is ‘eureka’ which means find or discovery.

* This is the call of the church to revival a call to wake up or to be watchful. The Greek word ‘gregoreuo’
was found at the beginning of verse 2. This same word was used by Jesus in Matthew 24:43, * if the man
of the house knew the time when the thief would come, he would stay awake.” It may also be understood as
“to be alive” as it is used in 1 Thessalonians 5:10, “whether we are alive or dead”. Another figurative
meaning of this word is “to be alert” as found in 1 Corinthians 16:13, “ be alert, stand fast in the faith”.

" The Greek word is ‘kleptes’ which means ‘theif’. The doctrine of Christ is that He will come as a thief in
the night for those who do not watch or remain awake concerning the will and purposes of God (Matthew
24:42-46; 1 Thessalonians 5:2-9; 2 Peter 3:10).

"' The faithful saints who conquer this world’s evil and endure temptation shall be dressed in white. In
chapter four the 24 elders that are seated around the throne are dressed in white. The martyrs who are
awaiting vindication in chapter six are given white robes. Then again in chapter seven there is a great
multitude who have been washed in the blood and are dressed in white (7:9-10) and in chapter 19 the
armies are clothed in fine linen white and clean. The white robes may be symbolic of the glorified body of
the saints that is like unto the glorified body of Christ Jesus. One thing is certain white garments represent
purity. In Isaiah the Lord calls for His people to come and reason together, “though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).

” The garments represent the spiritual man that has been purified by the blood of Jesus and made spotless
through redemption and forgiveness of sins. Those garments are to be kept unspotted from the world and
Jesus pronounces those who keep their garments as blessed (Ephesians 5:27; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Peter 3:14;
Jude 23; Revelation 16:15). Jesus offered himself for our sins without spot in keeping with the perfect
sacrifice that was required in the Old Testament (Hebrews 9:14; Numbers 28:3)

" The book of life is first mentioned in Exodus 32:32-33 when Moses interceded on Israel’s behalf after
they had made the golden calf. Moses so felt responsible for Israel that he requested that God blot out his
name if he had decided to destroy the Israelites. The reply of Yahoah was, “Whosoever sins against me I
will blot out of my book.” The book of life is mentioned seven times in Revelation (Revelation 3:5; 13:8;
17:8;20:12,15; 21:27; 22:19. It is also mentioned in Luke 10:20, Hebrews 12:23 and Philippians 4:3. It is
very clear from this passage that if God’s people refuse to be obedient there comes a time that their
rebellion results in their names being blotted out of the book of life and those whose names are not found in
the book of life will be cast in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15).

" Perhaps the social pressures in Sardis had caused the church to retreat to the point that they were afraid to
confess the name of Jesus. Jesus had already given word to the churches that if they would confess His
name that He would confess their name before the Father and His angels (Matthew 10:32; Luke 12:8). It
may be that this promise is highlighted to remind the church at Sardis of their responsibility.

" Holy and True are two key attributes of God. Yahoah God is called the Holy One in Psalms 71:22; 78:40;
Isaiah 1:4; 5:19, 23, in fact He is called the Holy One 28 times in Isaiah. He is called the God of Truth in
Deuteronomy 32:4; Exodus 34:6; Psalms 31:4; [saiah 65:16. Jesus Christ is the one who is True if He has
promised something then it will certainly come to pass.

12



8- 1know you works, behold I set before you an open door’” and no one can shut it
because you have a little power and you have kept my word and not denied my
name.

9- Behold I will give them from the synagogue of Satan that say they are Jews and
are not but are liars”; behold I will make them come then and worship before
your feet” and they shall know that I have loved you.

10- Because you have kept the word of my patient I also shall keep you from the hour
of temptation® that is about to come upon the whole inhabitants to try the
inhabitants upon the earth.

11- Behold I will come quickly, hold strong so that no one takes your crown.

12-T will make the conqueror a pillar in the temple of my God and he will never go
out anymore. And I will write upon him the name of my God and the name of the

" The authority that is ascribed to Jesus was also used of Eliakim who was master of the palace under

Hezekiah. When God gave him power and authority over Jerusalem and Judah He said, “ And the key of
the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and
none shall open (Isaiah 22:22). God gave the kingdom of Israel to David insomuch that he made it an
eternal kingdom (2 Chronicles 13:5). The prophet Isaiah prophesied of the coming Messiah whose
government would be upon the throne of David and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from now on even forever (Isaiah 9:7). When God raised Jesus Christ from the
dead he set Him at His own right hand in the heaven far above all principalities and powers and might and
dominions; God gave to Him a name that is above every name, a name greater than every name in this
world and in the world to come. The authority of Jesus is such that all things are under His feet (Ephesians
1: 20-21; Philippians 2:9; 1 Peter 3:22).

" Because of the faithfulness of the saints at Philadelphia Jesus opened a door for them. In keeping with the
context of the application of this allegory with Isaiah 22:22 it was a door f authority and power. Similarly,
Peter promised the saints, by the Holy Spirit, that if they remain faithful and persistent in the things of the
Spirit that an entrance would be made known to them into the everlasting kingdom of Jesus Christ (2 Peter
1:11).

" These supposed Jews of the synagogue in Philadelphia are the adversaries of Christ; as such they belong
to the Synagogue of Satan. These Jews hardened their hearts against God and became the instrument of
Satan and are thus viewed by God as the house of Satan instead of the household of faith. Jesus informed
many of the Jews that they were of their father the devil in John 8 because they had refused the truth and
had hardened their hearts against God (John 8:44). In Romans 2:28-29 when Paul seems to be referring to
Deuteronomy 30:6 he makes it known that a Jew is not a Jew because of his natural birth but because of a
spiritual one.

" The Word of God had made known that the nations would come and bring their wealth to Israel and
become their servants (Isaiah 45:14; 49:23; 60:5-16; Zechariah 8:23). Now Jesus reveals that the Jews
themselves will be the ones who come and worship before the feet of those who are of the household of
faith, the Church of Jesus Christ.

* If we limited this message to the church at Philadelphia then they were part of a worldwide calamity that
we no nothing about; or perhaps Jesus was referring to the persecution that would sweep over the church in
the 2" and 3" centuries. However, we may also take this in context to the church age. By viewing these
churches as typical of the churches in every generation since Christ then we may understand that there is a
promise of be delivered from the events of the tribulation that is about to be described in chapters 4 through
19. The Greek phrase “tereso ek tes oras” which would be rendered “kept from the hour (time)” implies
that the church of Philadelphia does not have to experience the tribulation because they are “kept from it”.
Those who would argue that this could mean “safekeeping through the trial” would have to add meaning to
the text. The Greek preposition ‘ek’, has as a primary meaning ‘from’ or ‘from out of” or ‘away from’, this
preposition denotes separation. If the text said “tereso dia tes oras” then one may correctly say that the
church of Philadelphia would be “kept through the hour” which then would imply that they would have to
go through the tribulation but would not be in jeopardy of its cruelty and deception. Every man should be
very cautions not to add to or take away from the text of the Bible and especially this book (Revelation
22:18).
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city of my God the new Jerusalem which shall come down from heaven from my
God and my new name.

13- He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

14- And to the messenger in the Laodicea Church write, this is what the Amen"' says
the faithful and true witness the origin® of the creation of God.

15-T know your works that they are neither cold nor boiling hot. I would that you
were cold or boiling hot.

16- Therefore because you are lukewarm and are neither boiling hot™ nor cold I am
about to vomit you out of my mouth.

* Jesus is the Amen God! He is the One who has made promises and declared the divine will of the Father.
He is also the one who has vowed Himself to perform those things which He has promises (Romans 4:21).
As the one who is the Amen He is the faithful and true witness. Amen is a Semitic equivalent to both
‘pistos’ (faithful) and ‘alethinos’ (true) bore out by the way that the Septuagint translates it. It is also used
as a word of praise being paired with Hallelujah (1 Chronicles 16:36; Nehemiah 5:13, 8:6; Revelation 19:4;
7:12). It may be used as a statement of acknowledging that what was spoken was directly from God or a
faithful transmission of what God had said (1 Corinthians 4:16). It can be used as a declaration of divine
authority as in 1 Kings 1:36; Jeremiah 28:6. It is a declaration that God is faithful and true concerning His
promises (2 Corinthians 1:20; Rev 5:14). Jesus used amen to establish the absolute certainty of what He
had spoken (John 1:51; 3:3; 5:19).

¥ Another scripture that describes Jesus in a similar way is found in Colossians 1:18, "And he is the head
of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have
the preeminence." Jesus is the one by whom God created all things and therefore is the origin of all things.
He is the beginning of the resurrection life and the age that is now free from the law of sin and death.

The Greek word ‘arche’ may be translated ‘beginning, origin, chief, head, ruler. God is arche kai to telos-
beginning and the end (Rev 21:6; 22:13). In the Greek thought of cosmic physics arche denotes the material
from which everything has evolved. In the Septuagint arche often translates rosh- head. Arche is also used
of 'dominion and power as in Genesis 30:13, 20; 1 Chronicles 26:10; Daniel 7:12,14,26,27. The first
occurrence in the Bible is in Genesis 1:1 where it translated the Hebrew ‘resheet’, which means ‘beginning,
first, best choice, firstfruits’ it is thus incorporated into the name of the first book of the Bible ‘Beresheet’
which means ‘in the Beginning’. However, it also translates ‘memeshalah’ in Genesis 1:16, which means
‘rule, dominion, power, authority’ and is translated “...the greater light to rule the night”. The next time
‘arche; is found in Genesis 2:10 it is translated “heads’ from the Hebrew word ‘rosh’ which means ‘head’.
We see then that ‘arche’ is not an exclusive word for ‘beginning’ and that if we are not careful with the
translation it could be misleading.

In the New Testament arche is most frequently translated beginning. It is used of creation (Hebrews 1:10;
19:4,8; 24:21; Mark 10:6; 2 Peter 3:4) and of the first encounter with Jesus or the truth (Luke 1:2; 1 John
1:1; 2:24; 3:11; 2:7; 2 John 5,6; John 6:64). Arche is also used in the sense of dominion (Revelation 1:5;
Luke 2:11; Titus 3:11; Ephesians 1:21; 6:12; Romans 8:38; Colossians 2:15) Arche is found in Ephesians
1:21 and Colossians 1:16 with respect to who Jesus is in relationship to all things and in both instances
‘arche’ is translated ‘principalities’ by the Authorized Version. Therefore, knowing that Jesus Christ is the
Word who has existed forever (John 1:1, Ephesians 3:10) it is better to translate ‘arche’ as ‘ruler, head,
chief or origin’.

* There are those who struggle with what the Lord Jesus means by hot. The Greek word 'zestos' (boiling
hot) is applied to the type of works that was demonstrated by the church at Laodicea. The only way that we
can appropriately define hot in the New Testament is to understand that God has ordained and
predetermined that we be baptized in His fire (Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16; John 7:38-39). Jesus council the
church at Laodicea to buy faith that was on fire in the fire (Revelation 3:18). When we thing of the
expression and glory of God in our lives we should think of the fire of God as it was revealed in both the
Old Testament and in the New (Exodus 14:24; 1 Kings 18:24; Acts 2:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:19. The allegory
reveals how intimately Christ Jesus is associated with our works. As we drink of those things that His heart
supplies He drinks of that which flows from our hearts. The Lord demands that those things that flow from
our lives be produced from the fire of the Holy Ghost. The Laodiceans were not on fire with the power of
the Holy Spirit and thus there witness of Him was merely innocuous.
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17- Because you say that you are wealthy and have become rich and have need of
nothing and do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind
and naked.

18-1 advice you to buy from me gold set on fire* in the fire™ that you may be rich
and white garments that you may be clothed and the shame of your nakedness
may not be seen and rub™ your eyes with eye salve that you may see.

19- As many as I love™ I rebuke and correct. Be zealous then and repent.

20- Behold I stand at the door and knock if anyone hears my voice and opens the door
I will come in to him and will dine® with him and he with me.

21- He who conquers, I will give him to sit with me in my throne as I also conquered
and sat down with my Father in His throne®.

* Gold is compared to faith in 1 Peter 1:7. The means by which gold is purified or strengthened is through
fire. The fire that God has called us to come and stand in is the fire of his glory and presence. In the midst
of this fire there is no evil thing that can touch us (1 John 5:18). The Greek word ‘puroo’ means to “set on
fire, burn”; it is translated fiery in Ephesians 6:16 and burn in 1 Corinthians 7:9 (Authorized Version). It is
translated from the Hebrew word tzaraph in 2 Samuel 22:30 which means to ‘smelt, refine or test” a word
which describes the metal being burned in the refining process. The word that is used for the gold refining
process in the Septuagint is ‘dokimos’ which translates the Hebrew word ‘tzakak” which is the specific
Hebrew word for refining or purifying and may be viewed as the final product of the process, as in 1
Chronicles 28:17. The same word, ‘dokimos’ is found in the New Testament in James 1:12, “Blessed is the
man that endures temptation for when he is tried (refined) he shall receive a crown of life, which the Lord
has promised to them that love him”. A similar word ‘dokimion’ is used in James 1:2 and 1 Peter 1:7 which
describes the testing of the metal after it has been refined. However, gold is in its purest state when it is on
fire in the fire.

% The faith of the saints is likened unto gold in 1 Peter 1:7 that has been refined and is being tested for its
purity as denoted by the Greek word ‘dokimion’ (see the previous footnote). In this case Jesus invites the
Laodicians to by gold that is on fire in a melted and pure state. Jesus wants them to be boiling hot, a state
that is only possible if they are willing to stay in the midst of the fire. This spiritual refining process is
viewed in James 1:3-12 as the trials and temptation that assails the saints. The circumstances of life and the
pressures that run contrary to the promises and blessings of God only serve to prove the purity of the faith
that has been given to the saints.

* The Greek word ‘egchrio’ used here is very unique it is used only one other time in the bible in Jeremiah
4:30

¥ The Lord choose to use the Greek word ‘phileo’ which may be said to refer to an affectionate expression
of love. What is certain is that the Lord Jesus is talking to family friends that had been born by the Spirit
and received adoption into the family. Throughout the scripture the Lord has made it very clear that those
he loves he will disciple so that they may come into all of the blessings of life. “ My son do not despise the
Lord’s discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father his
son he delights in” (Proverbs 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:5-6).

* In the Oriental lands when two people shared a meal it was a symbol of a strong bond of affection. The
Lord Jesus as 